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THE DEGRADATION QF EGYPT. 

^^ "Why is my &ther's brow thus saddened 
niiritli care ? I have of late observed that coun- 
tenance^ which was wont to be the seat of 
serenity^ and have there beheld characters 
that t^ll of deep solicitude. But wherefore is. 
tkkis ? Egypt has indeed lately lamented a 
great and a fortunate king^ but the youthful 
Olieops stands ready to supply his place.'' 

^ The eye of age^ my son, is sharpened by 
e:xperienoe, and may therefore often behold 
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2 THE DEGRADATION OF EGYPT. 

causes of danger and unhappiness, where the 
glance of the young discovers nothing but joy 
and assurance. Your supposition is just; — 
my mind has for some time been agitated witii 
much anxiety^ and it is fit you should no 
longer be ignorant of that which occasions it. 
I shall set out to-morrow for Heliopolis, where 
the court is now assembled ; you will accom- 
pany me thither, tiiat I may present you to 
Cheops, and in the intervening hours I will 
unfold the cause of my sadness." 
• Such was the dialogue that passed between 
the high priest of Theb^. and his only son 
Amono. As from a spacious apartment in 
their palace at Gcoruou^ they coiMbemplated the 
splendid ciiy, into whose ^tes had be^n. 
potured tlnQ tribute of unnumbered nations. 
The father had ever i»rosecuted tihe duties of 

• There is still remaining among tb^ ruins of ancient 
Th^b,es, great gart of a magnificent mansion, conjectured 
to have belonged to some individual of rank, though its 
dimensions fbrbid us to consider it a royal palace. It 
stands m a village now called Goraou, and is described 
by Heesen, in his account of the Theban moniimeuts> 
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THB BBOHADATION OF nOTPT. 9 

his exalted station with integrity and trigoiur ; 
and if the lineaments of the countenance ore a 
test of the endowments and £spoi»tions of the 
nmid^ the Egyptians might Well look forward 
with hope to the future life of the young 
Amono^ when- they heheld his expreaNliye 
features in whidi majesty and intellect were 
exquisitely Wended. 

He heard with astonishment the last mys- 
terious sentence of his parent^ and dwelt vdth 
exultation, mixed with awe, on the thought of 
so soon heing introduced to his sovereign. 

While he was absorbed in these reflections, 
he receired a visit from Paprcs, whose &ther 
was one of Egypt's greatest warriors, and had 
Hvedf in considerable intimacy with the Theban 
hierophant. Their sons were connected by 
the closest friendship. 

PSBipres had pursued his studies at Thebes, 
as being the principal seat of literature and 
science ; a circumstance, which had often 
thrown him into the society of Amono. There 
were at least as many differences, as resem- 
blances in their characters, yet they were both 

B 2 
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4 THE DBORADATION OF EGYPT. 

generous and brave ; and the vehement am- 
bition of Papres^ though it sometimes derided, 
often suflFered itself to be tempered by the 
more lofty and calm disposition of Amono ; 
while the latter, though he occasionally wished 
to model it, could not help admiring the ardent 
spirit and adventurous genius of Papres. 

The latter had, just received a summons 
from his father to Heliopolis, of which event 
he now came to apprize his friend, and they 
both felt the greatest satisfaction in the idea 
of thus enjoying together the pleasing and 
novel scene that awaited them. They knew 
not that they were approaching an important 
crisis in their destiny, and they had yet to 
learn that age disappoints, as often as it frdfils 
the dreams of youth. 

The appointed day at last came, when ^ 
three were to leave Thebes ; and as they, 
attended with a suitable retinue, shot down 
the Nile, Amono heard from his father a 
description of the peculiar circumstances in 
which Eg}T)t was then placed. It was repre- 
sented by the latter, tiat since the late sue- 
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THE DEGRADATION OF BOTPT. 5 

cesses their country had met with in aims^ 
the warrior caste had gained a liirger share of 
influence than it had ever yet enjoyed^ and 
even threatened to supersede the authority of', 
the priesthood,* especially as Cheops, the 
young king, had always shown a decided pre- 
ference for the former order; 

It was farther hinted, that the breach thus 
existing in the state was every day becoming 
wider, and that violent measures were medi- 
tated by both Mictions, in order to put an end 
to the struggle : — ^from all which information 
Amono could not but gather sufficient cause 
for the anxiety lately evinced by his sire. 

The same subject was eagerly discussed by 
the young Theban and Papres ; both talked 
Willi wonder of the grandeur of the court in 
which they were so soon to take a part. 

' * The Egyptians were divided into castes^ tlie principal 
were the warriors, and the priests i the latter, however, 
held the superior rank, were the possessors of science of 
every description, and exercised a considerable authority 
over the monarchs themselves.— See Heeren's Dissertation 
on the political state of the Egyptians. 
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6 T8S DBOBAOATION OF JS6YPT. 

Azaono descanted on the happiness of behoM*- 
ing the two contending jrarties reoond]ed,-<-« 
measure which he jdedged himself to fur&er 
with his utmost exertions ; and Papres talked 
with equal rapture of his approaching ad- 
mission into all the privileges of the militarjr 
dass^ whose glories he enumerated in a torrent 
of eloquence. The one spoke like a patriot^ 
tiie oth^ like a passionate lover of &me ; yet 
both «nded by protesting with youthful enthU' 
siasm^ that the antipathy of opposite Actions 
should never weaken their friendship, 

" We may indeed for a time be separated/' 
said Amono^ ^^ by the caprice of events, or the 
violence of political difierences ; but the chain 
of affection cannot be broken, and we shall 
meet with increased nature ; even as th^ 
waters of the Nile may be divided for a 
moment by a stone thrown into it, but the 
weight paases downwards with rapidity, with- 
out leaving a vestige of its transient im- 
pression." 

Papres echoed these sentiments^ and the rest 
of the voyage was spent by the young Egyp- 
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tiftDs in tib» anticipiitionB of scenen^ as yM 
uatried, but Trkei^ each intetMied to become It 
distinguished lustor. The peat was to theBi H 
aaoment^ OTer which htmg the darimesa p£ 
infancy, oad the obsoority of childhood. Thfe 
foture was an age, every hour of which must 
hurry them to glory or to infitmy^ to happiness^ 
arwoe« 

Ihe flitter of distant obelisks and teifiples 
now arrested their saght, and a magnifk^nt 
galliey met than soon after, containing a depu- 
talk>n sent by Ffaremon, high priest of H^ 
liopolis, to receive, with becoming state, the 
llieban hierophant. 

He was informed that the Court expected 
him, and his son, together with Papres, with 
great impatiehce; and the two firiends heard 
with astonishment the accounts every one gave 
of the^ festivities of the palace of Cheops. 

On landing, they were received by I%renuon 
in person, accompanied by the father of 
Fapres, whose eyes scanned with proud delight 
the tall athletic figure, and the noble and 
co0U(ianding aspect that seemed to mark his 
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8 THE DEGRADATION OF EOTP'T. 

child as the performer of great achievements. 
It was determined that all should reside during 
their stay at Heliopolis in the palace of 
Phremon, whither t^ey now repaired, and 
Papres and Amono awaited with anxiety 4;he 
moment that was to introduce them to the 
presence of their sovereign. 

The high priests of Thebes and Heliopolis, 
on the other hand, viewed the future with far 
different sentiments, and the fears of the elder 
Amono were greatly augmented by the picture 
Phremon drew of the increasing animosity, 
between the sacred and military orders; and 
the more because the cool disposition of the 
latter forbad the Theban to place any thing to 
the account of exaggeration. 

They, however, agreed that the best course 
they could at present follow, was to endeavour 
to moderate the zeal of their own party, and 
above all, to investigate by every means the 
rumour already afloat, that Cheops meditated 
the introduction of Philitis,* a fierce warrior of 

* Philitis is mentioixed in Herodotos as having lived in 
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THE DEGRADATION OF BOYPT. 9 

Ea^^m descent, together with a band of 
Nomad followers^ into the heart of Egypt, in 
order to render himself more absolute ; a 
measure, which it was represented the soldier 
caste would favour, in order to overwhelm 
with the greater ease their rivals, the priests. 

The day following, a splendid banquet was 
given by Cheops^ to which all the inmates of 
the palace of Phremon^ as well as the other 
persons of distinction at Heliopolis, were of 
course invited. 

'^ The hour is at length arrived, my son,'^ 
said the elder Amono, ^^ when you will behold 
our young king ; a prince of some ability — ^but 
in whose character, there are, I fear, the seeds 
of much calamity for' Egypt. We shall pro- 
bably remain some time at the court, and, if I 
am not mistal^en, this time will be fraught 
with intrigue, • and perhaps danger. It is 
highly possible you will be assailed by both 

the age of Cheops. He is farther called a shepherd^ and 
is said to have iixciirred the hatred of the Egyptians.— See 
Herodotus' Euterpe^ chap. 128. 

B 3 
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10 THB DEGRADATION OP EGYPT. 

the contending parties, which threaten the 
tranquillity of our state^ «ince both vill build 
hopes of success on the facility and ardour of 
the ear and the heart of youth ; but let neither 
the fire of eloquence^ nor the honey of flattery, 
erase from your memory the truth I have ever 
inculcated, namely, that union between the 
highest orders of a nation is the best means of 
its stability, and that the reconciliation of 
opposite factions is far more beneficial than the 
extinction of either. Fire and water are prin-r 
ciples indispensable to nature, but it is their 
union which produces the various forms of 
intelligence, mystery, and fragrance, by which 
we are surrounded. Banish either element 
from the universe, and it would instantly be 
reduced to a lump of frozen clay, or scorched 
into an unproductive desert. 

" Thus it is with Egypt : her warriors are 
replete with valour, her priests possess the 
eternal secrets of science, and the oracles 
of the gods. Let one party then defend and 
ennoble our country % deeds of arms, and let 
the other harmonize and direct it. For of 
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THB BEORAIIATION OF SOTPT. 11 

tlus^ my son^ be sure^ the momait the haughty 
warrior succeeds in annihilating the sacred 
order^ or the designing hietophant in over*' 
throwing the military caste, seeds will be 
planted, whose firuit is poison, and by tiie 
influence of which our glorious state wiU soon 
exist only in memory/' 

^^ I shall present you this day, my son, to 
Cheops,'' said the elder Papres, ^^ a prince of 
much v^our and abiUty, who, if he were not 
fettered by intriguing men, would raise our 
caste to the pre-eminence it ought to enjoy. 
He may, however, perhaps break these re* 
straints, since the crash of warlike instruments, 
and the glitter of weapons, have more charms 
for him than the smell of incense or tedious 
processions. In a word, our young king loves 
the order to which we belong ; let us then 
adhere to him ; for if we sway his government 
we shall perhaps bring back the days of Sesos- 
tris. We shall be regarded both at home and 
abroad with admiration, and shall be tiie 
ornament of the present, and the theme of a 
future age." 
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The young Egyptians heard their respective 
parents^ the one to admire the accents of 
virtue and wisdom, the other to pant for 
fame. 

The sun was declining when the guests 
assembled in the palace of their monarch, and 
Papres and Amono found that reality can 
sometimes defy even the pencil of imaginationi 
as they surveyed with rapture the vast hall 
opening into saloons,* the farthest of which 
was lost in distance, where all the most 
princely magnificence could devise, or the most 
refined art execute, was so brotight together, 
as to make the whole appear like one great 
enchantment. • 

They now traversed several apartments, each 
tlisclosing some scene of extraordinary beauty, 
till they at length found themselves in the 
presence of Cheops himself, who was sur- 
roimded by a few officers of distinction. His 
stature greatiy exceeded the middle size ; his 
person was well formed, and his countenance 

* See Heeren's description of those gigantic ruins of 
Egypt which still remain. 
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THB DEGBABATION OP BGTPT. IS 

intelligent^ with a slight tinge of melancholy 
which at first claimed interest; yet was there a 
sternness of expression^ and a certain restless- 
ness of the eye which almost converted that 
interest into fear. 

He however received Amono and Papres with 
much benignity^ who^ having been presented to 
* him by tbeir parents^ and having made the 
accustomary reverence, were about to retire, 
when they were invited to remain near the 
royal person the whole of the evening : and 
the king addressing the elder Papres and the 
Theban priest, said :— ** By Osiris, yonder 
youth is as fine a form as ever drew the bow; 
he is an ornament to his caste, and his com- 
panion looks as if he had a geniua, that would 
one day control his species." 

He then whispered to an officer, whose un- 
commonly elegant form and piercing eye had 
already attracted the attention of the young 
Egyptians : ** Why, Vaphren, was not the son 
of that priest bom a warrior ? It is a sad 
thought that such a being should be lost in the 
recesses of a temple/' 
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14 THE DEGRADATION OF EGYPT. 

Other groups now joined £hem. Cheops 
seemed anxious to banish all restraint from the 
circle, and conversation became general. 

But amid all Hie decorations that surrounded 
him, nothing so much excited the astonish- 
ment, or fixed the admiration of Amono, as 
Badhara, the incomparable sister of Cheops. 
Her features spoke of fewer years than those 
of her brother, which they only resembled, by 
wearing the same cast of melancholy, which, 
however, served considerably to heighten their 
peculiar beauty, and when the glance of 
Amono had once singled her out among the 
ladies of the court, the splendour of gems, and 
the fragrance of aromatics, the labours of the 
chisel, the pencil, and the loom, no longer 
attracted his notice. 

On the other hand, both he and Papres had 
been the objects of much admiration ; for 
throughout that noble assembly tix&re were not 
present two youths of so striking and pre- 
possessing an appearance. 

Some indeed gave the preference to the 
animated and ever changing physiognomy of 
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THE DBOBADATION OF BOTPT. 15 

P^pres, whose yehement eloquence seemed to 
pour from his soul^ without the intenrention of 
the tongue $ while others were more alhired by 
the dignity and intellect, conspicuous in the 
features of Amono, the cadences of whose 
harmonious voice gave an additional charm to 
the variety and elegance of his discourse ; and 
thus the two young Egyptians almost divided 
the attention of the most distinguished part of 
the court 6f*Heliopolis. 

But amongst all these, none so 'much fixed 
his regard upon them as Vaphren, the officer 
already noticed. He particularly attached 
himself to the young Egyptians^ whom he 
delighted and surprised by the greatness of 
his powers, and as he had seen many countries 
he alternately raised and satisfied their curiosity 
a thousand times, and by the end qf the 
evening had greatly fixed their interest. 

When the assembly was about to break up, 
Cheops signified to the high priest of Thebes, 
that he should not leave Heliopolis for some 
time^ adding that he hoped every day to have 
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16 THE DEGRADATION OF EGYPT. 

the happiness of being surrounded by the 
same circle of true nobility. 
. As they passed through the colonnade^ 
leading from the palace^ they naturally talked 
of the occurrences of the evening 5 and 
Amono, though he could not be surprized, felt 
some dissatisfaction on perceiving.that Papres 
was as sensible as himself of the transcendant 
beauty of Radhara. On this topic, however, 
the young Theban strove to appear indifferent, 
and turned the conversation to the various 
accomphshments displayed by Vaphren, and 
they instantiy vied with each other in the 
praises they bestowed on that, officer. Nor 
were their parents less occupied in the retro- 
spect of the hours just passed, though their 
thoughts were engaged by circumstances of a 
far different nature. 

^^ Who is that, Vaphren ?" asked the pontiff 
of Thebes of the elder Papres. 

" A man of extraordinary ability,'* was the 
reply. 

^^ It may be so ; yet tell me more particulars 
about him." 
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THB BSDBADATION OP EGYPT. 17 

*^ In a word, you would say of which party 
u he an adherent ? Is he for £he priest or the 
warrior caste ?'* 

^^ Alas !" answered the Theban, " I have not 
yet been two days at HeliopoUs^ yet is my ear 
already sickejied by the repetition of the words 
caste and party ; when shall this madness end ? 
When shall we call to mind that it was by 
union alone our country grew so great ? But 
let US return to Vaphren," 

^ He,'* answered the other speaker, " is said 
to be a follower of Philitis." 

'^ Of Philitis, the shepherd,"* said the priest, 

* The Egyptians held in abhorrence those nations who 
led a wandering life, to whom their policy was naturally 
fao8tUe« but they had another reason for this, namely, 
the calamities brought on them by a Nomad race> called 
Hyksos, a word which we are told signifies shepherd 
Idngs, who once invaded and subjected a considerable 
part of Egypt. — See Heeren's dissertation on the political 
state of the ancient Sgyptians, which contains an account 
of this iniasion of the Hyksos, in which Manetho is 
qnoted, aa also Josephus. 
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<^ who is rqx^ted to hare ingFatiated himfidf 
flo mudi with our young king ?" 

^^ I mean the same^ though his long resid^ace 
in £g7pt during his youth, and die proficiency 
he h^e acquired in our learning, might well 
raise him above the opprobrious designation 
yoii have just employed." 

*^ Did he ilot then," answered the elder 
Amono, ^^ return to his roving life ? and is it 
not well known he holds our nation in con- 
tempt? You say he has been educated 
amongst us ; and he is so much the more 
dangerous, since an accomplished and well- 
informed, is more to be dreaded than a rude 
and unlettered foe." 

^^ I know not that he is our foe," said the 
elder Papres, " nor will I believe he holds us 
in contempt." 

" He, perchance, envies us," was the reply, 
*^ and I cannot see how we are advantaged by 
being the object of his envy rather than his 
scorn ; especially as he is rumoured to be at 
the head of several very powerful tribes." 
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^^ Our Talour^'' «nswered the elder Paprc% 
^ which has been Tictorious, from the risisg 
to the setting sim, would easily repulse lum 
and all his tribes ; but the truth is, he feels no 
enmity towards us; and if our monarch €0tild 
hot take the step to which he is prompted, 
both by polkj aad inclinatiou^ we should 
secore a porwerfiil ally, who would defend our 
borders firom the rexatious, though petty, in* 
xoids of the Arabian hordes/' 

'^ Is it possible then/' asked the Theban, 
'^you can really advocate the marriage of Cheops 
with the daughter of Philitis, and that you can 
&iSet the rooted antipathy that has ever ex- 
isted between Egypt and those desert Jobbers 
he commands? Cet your reason be swayed 
by the voice of memory; I adjure you, by 
Osiris, guard well your judgment against the 
seductions of faction, lest, if the earth beneath, 
and the ahr around us should, hereafter, be 
drenched with the t^ars, and filled with the 
sighs of our countrymen through the fault qf 
the government — ^your nights and days should 
be robbed of happiness and repose by the 
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20 THE DEGRADATION OF EGYPT. . 

thought that you were an abettor of tliat 
feult/' 

" Since you have spoken thus freely, I must 
hiform you that I think my views as patriotic 
as your own; and I" farther advise you, for 
the sake of your own tranquillity, to endeavour 
to regard with less horror, the alliance between 
Cheops and Philitis ; for, if my mind reads 
- the future well, if the daughter of the Arabian 
is beautiful, and our king young and powerful, 
their marriage will surely take place." 

'^Let not anger supersede reason ;" said 
the Theban, ^* nor friendship be obliter- 
ated by political differences. We may suffer 
ourselves to be carried down a devastat- 
ing stream, or may be overwhelmed in en- 
deavouring to obstruct its progress — our end, 
in both cases, would be the same; but how 
contrary the circumstances that would attend 
it, since the one course must crown us with 
fame, the other devote us to infamy. Do not 
then, whilst you contemplate the connection 
you have mentioned, strive for that reason, 
to further it ; nor exert yourself to fulfil 
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your own baneful prediction. Remember the 
monarcbs of Egypt, though potent, have 
always acknowledged the coimsels of wisdom ; 
and that it is thus in your power to oppose^ 
or expedite the measure of which you speak. 
I know/' he continued, ^^ the real sentiments 
wbich influence many of your caste ; you are 
jealous of our order, and wish to establish 
your own superiority ; and you think you can- 
not gratify this desire more easily than by 
flattering the monarch, and advocating the par- 
ticular step that pleases him, and to which we 
are opposed. But you, Papres, individually 
cannot be swayed by such motives, and''— - 

He would have proceeded, had not his com- 
panion interrupted him. 

^ Priest, he said, " I will hear no more 5 
nay, I have already listened too long, since I 
have heard the noble caste, of which I boast 
myself to be a member, calumniated. This 
is not the age when we are to be oppressed 
by your firatemity, since the sceptre is now 
wielded by a Iruly vigourous hand." 

Fhremon, who had lingered behind, here 
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csme itp^ and put an end to tbe conversation ; 
and soon after^ the whole party arrived at lua 
palace. Early the next morning Amono and 
Fispres heard^ with sorrow^ what had passed 
between their parents the night before^ which 
seemed to threaten an immediate and irre* 
mediahle breach f yet the Theban pontiff still 
tried to conciliate^ and the warrior appeared 
to repent the asperity of his language. 
The latter part of this and several suceeediaig 
days was spent in the paliEuse of Cheops^ where 
many fc»Feign embassies were received^ and 
other affairs transacted. 

The hiereiphont of Thebes^ aided by .the 
other priests, endeavoured^ by evwy means, 
to regain their fast declining influence over 
the monarch; the former labouring, at the 
same time, to allay the jealousy and put an 
end to the rancour that was daily increai^ing 
between his own and the nnlitary order : but 
}m efforts were blasted by the zeal of both 
parties; while Cheops occasionally spoke of 
the daughter of Philitis, affecting, in the pre- 
sence of the warri*T9, to weigh the expediency . 
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of a maxriage mth her^ infanniiig^ at the seme 
time^ some chosen officers that he had ahready 
maoX ^oolssaries to the Egyptian frontier^ near 
.which. Arabia lay^ to turrange^ once £or dl^ the 
latter alliance. The officers who thus enjoyed 
tlte monarch's confidence gradually conmnini*- 
catod what they kxtew to the leaders of the 
wacrm caste^ whom they ^aily persuaded that 
liie time was stow come whaii^ by advocatij:^ a 
lOeasHijre at once gratifying to Cheops^ and 
iK^fi^ife to the priests^ they nug}it effeetoal- 
ly humble the latter body. 

These on the other jiide^ having discovered 

t]ie int^Qtjon of the king^ eonsidered every 

method^ still lefb them, of keeping their 

ground ; and some even revolved very despe^ 

rate prc^eets^ The paost furious of these were 

Somosis, priejsrt of Mars» and Phthasis, priest of 

Vulcan, who determined to risk every thing in 

lesiddag the (^posite faction. They had many 

associates of equal resolution and daring with 

themselTes; and they resolved, scorning the. 

wise and temperate mode of conduct pre- 
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scribed by the Theban pontiff, to crush their 
enemies at once, by some signal stroke. 

^^ Tou are just^ great Fhthasis,'' ^d hi» 
i;ompanion, as they discoursed together in 
the high temple of Heliopolis, '^Amono is 
wise, but he is too gentle for this age of 
violence; and, if we follow his suggestions, 
the warrior caste wDl soon have the undivided 
controxd of the state ; the odious Philitis will 
moreover be introduced, the connection of 
whose daughter with our king wOl lead to the 
most disastrous results. All these things 
must therefore be prevented, and I have met 
you this evening in order that, thus secluded 
from observation in the heart of this sacred 
pile, I might name to you all those whom I 
have gained to our cause, and also consult on 
the best plan of attacking our foes." 

Somosis then read several names from 
a roll; and both, after pledging to each 
other the most inviolable faith and secresy, 
resolved to despatch some of their partizans 
to Philitis, with the place of whose abode 
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they were well acquainted, lliese Egyp- 
tiuis were to endeavour to dissuade the last 
mentioned chief from proceeding any farther 
with his negociations with Cheops^ by 
representing tiiat all ranks of the Egyptians 
were hostile to him, and that even the king 
himself with all the fickleness of youth, no 
longer desired the marriage of his daughter. 
Should, however, these arguments fail to con- 
vince Philitis, their emissaries were farther 
iBstructed to take Um off by poison. These 
things were scarcely arranged, when Somosis 
started, and grasped his dagger, exclaiming : — 

" Look yonder, Phthasis V* 

*^ I see nothing,'* said his companion ; *^ what 
is it thstt alarms you ?'' 

^ I swear, by Osiris,'* he replied, that I saw 
tlie hangings which adorn this room move in 
tiiat comer; nay, and heard a footstep too." 

" It cannot be," said Phthasis. 

The priest of Mars, without answering, 
rapidly paced the room, and, drawing aside 
the hangings, displayed noting but the bare 
wall. 

VOL. II. c 
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^ I hope you arerer-assured/^ continued his 
confederate^ ^^ and alao that we are agireed as 
to the line of action we ought to pursue." 

" We are/' wa» the reply, — and they soon 
after left the temple* Tet the moving hang* 
ings and the footstep dwelt heavily on the 
mind of Somosis; nor could he help imagin- 
ing they were of hostile import^^^and he was 
aft;erwards taught he was not mistaken. 

In the meantime, the various fascinations of 
Radhara were making daily - ravages in the 
mental tranquillity of Amono and Papres ; 
both i^w and lamented they had a rival; yet 
both, from different circumstances, hoped to 
be successful. The high priest of Ammon, at 
Thebes, was, according to the Egyptian con- 
stitution, the second person in the state, or 
even equal to the monarch ; and, so far, Amono 
was superior. A revolution had, however, been 
lately taking place, which had considerably ele- 
vated the warrior caste, and appeared likely to 
make it finally pre-eminent ; — ^a consideration 
from which Papres drew much satisfiaction. 
One evening, when both the young Egyp- 
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tians^ after spending some lioiu^s in the society 
of the sister of CSheops^ were walkings silent 
and thoughtful, in one of the suburbs of Helio- 
polis, the Thdbn thus addressed his com* 
puuon:— " 

^ Papres, I guess the subject of your re- 
flections by my own; let us be candid with 
each other ; I know we both love Badhara, 
which of us with the deeper passion it is as 
needless as it is impossible here to prove. I 
hare often marked the glances of admiration 
and devotion with which you have followed 
her every act; and especially^when in yonder 
garden, not two hours since, her majestic 
yet melodious voice displayed the various ac- 
complishments of her mind, in language co- 
pious as the Nile, and sweet as the breeze 
among the acacias. Nor can I suppose my 
feelings with regard to her are hidden 
from you, if the sentiments of the heart 
are betrayed by the changes of the counte- 
nance. But this scene must one day end ; we 
naay both of us lose, — we cannot both possess 
the sister of Cheops. Your manner has of late 
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been cold to me, — a change which I hare 
considered partly the result of the unhappy 
dissensions between oot respectiye castes. I 
must, however connect this alteration, in some 
degree, with Radhara; every look of whom, 
directed to me, pours torture into your breast. 
Let us then conclude this struggle, by finding 
out which of us enjoya the preference, 
tha1>— *' 

^^ It is now my turn to speak," interrupted 
Papres 5 ^* and I have scarcely heard you, even 
thus fior, with patience. You talk of candour, 
and at the same time affect doubts which you - 
do bot feel : remember last night !'* 

'* And what then ?" asked his companion. 
*^ We together with a few nobles were with 
the princess, and Vaphren suddenly proposed 
a prize which she should confer on him who 
should recite the best extemporaneous verses." 
" And who gained that prize ?" asked Papres 
with an angry look.. 

^^ It was at length adjudged to me," said 
the Theban ; ^^ but your effusion was also much 
admired." 
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** What care I for cold admiration !" replied 
Papres, " your last words were nothing to^our 
pmpose^ and your pretended modesty and 
evasion are provoking, Radhara received, in- 
deed, my verses with an exonisite smile and 
much approbation, but you' n^ust have ob- 
served the expression of her features, as your 
ode was uttered ; you must have peic^ved the 
bhish with which they were sufiused, and the 
sigh that trembled at her heart, as you thus 
conduded: ' I saw yesternight a star rush 
from heaven, but I pursued it in vain— fcMr it 
passed away amid a bed of roses ; yet in the 
morning I rejoiced, for I found it in the palace 
of Cheops, flashing from the face of Badhara.' 
As these last words were pronounced, the 
princess, hardly waiting for judgment, took a 
gold chain from her neck, and sent it you 
by the hands of Vaphren." 

^« All this is, perhaps, true,'' saidAmono; 
*^ yet I do not see it at all proves that I reign 
supreme in the heart of Radhara. Let us, how* 
ever, finally discover which of us is thus 
blessed; and I here give up to you the 
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pmilege of first decUuring your passion to 
faef»-*-a point which appears to me of great 
importance." 

^^ And what right have yoti to talk thus of 
conceding a privilege to me? I know your 
reason ; it is because you belong to the priest 
caste^ which has so long been paramoun:t in 
Egypt. But credulity has expired with our 
ancestors; and firee warriors may now assert 
ibeir oppressed rights. You feel that you 
possess the affections of Radhara^ though 
you will not confess the conviction^ you 
triumph in 'secret. My father is right, there 
is no fellowship between our castes, firiend- 
sh^ Cannot unite us.^' 

" Do not let your rage transport you," said 
the Theban, ^' nor make you view through die 
coloured light of prejudice, a concession 
which I hoped might restore us to happiness. 
But, what sound is that ? surely a strain of 
music even then came from yonder grove ?" 

Both now listened attentively and heard 
notihing, for they had by this time left the bum 
of thu city far behind them, and were in ilie 
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open countiy. They, hawevtr^ oontmued to 
stand in troubled thought^ watching the last 
rays of the sun^ when they suddenly heard, 
mixed with Ute chords of some stringed instm^ 
ment, a deep and melodions yoice poured £roni 
a copse that bordered the Nile : its accents had 
in them a strange fascuiation, and chaimted 
the foUowing words : 

" I haye drunk the ke of the Krophik* stream 

That bursts from Osiris' realms below,f 

I have champed the herb by the cold moon beam. 

That reveals the future weal or woe, 

Trom tiie cradle to youth and from youth to age, 

* Herodotus says that Krophis was described as a 
moimtun of pyramidal form, from ivhich rose a fountain, 
supposed to be one of the sources of the Nik.*— See the 
Euterpe^ chap. xxviiL 

f Osiris was thought by the Egyptians to preside over 
tlie regions of the dead. — See an allusion to this in 
Moore's " Epicurean," in the following lines :— 

Drink of this cup. — Osiris sips 
The same in his caves below. 
And the same he gives to cool the lips 
Of the dead, as they downward go. 
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I read tbe chaDgefol hcunan page. 
Alas ManeilM, O Maneros l"* 

'' It is the black prophet,"- said Amono, 
^* of whom I have received such wondeifial 
accounts. Let us seek him, and he will, perhaps, 
unravelour secret." 

. They accordingly approached the copse, and 
after threading one or two windings, dis- 
covered a figure elegantly proportioned, though 
beneath the middle size. His dress was 
Egyptian, but the blackness of his skin re- 
sembled tEe Ethiopians ; he held in his hand 
a small harp, and, as he reclined against a tree, 
kept his eye fixed in the west, that was still 
glowing with the splendour of the already 
departed sun. At the sight of the two young 
Egyptians he seemed struck by some irre- 

* An allusion to the dirge of Maneros is not unnatoral 
in this song ; there is a similar reference made to Linas, 
said by Herodotus to be the same as Maneros. — Euterpe^ 
Ixxix. The reference here meant, is made by the chorus 
in the Agamemnon of ^schytus, line 120, aixivov, 
aiXtvov, ciTTc, etc. 

t The Egyi^ans had thfeSr soothsayers ; they are men- 
tioned by Heeren. # 
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»stible impulse, and, taming towards the 
Theban, he thus sang :— 

•* Thy breast is wann with thy country's love ; 
Thy soul with affection's flame is glowing. 
But when hot tears from thine eyes shall be flowing 
Remember the prophet that sang in the grove. 
For woe to the love conceived in the hour 
"When a home-bom foe in our land has power ; 
And woe to the friendship that lives in the time ; , 
When an eastern tyrant shall rule in our clime." 

The stranger. next addressed himself to Pa- 
pres in the same metrical style^ as follows : — 

" From friendship and peace thy breast is riven ; 
A fever is kindled within thy brain ; 
Thou lovest a bright one, thou lovest in vain. 
For that bright one's heart to another is given. 
Farewell, farewell, no longer I stay. 
On yonder stream is my trackless way ; 
When her children's blood shall our land defile. 
Remember the prophet that sang by the Nile." 

With these words, the mysterious being 
stepped into a light bark that was floating 
near, and as he rushed impetuously down 
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tlie primeval river, his vnld song was mixigled 
with the evening breeze, and the words, 

" Alas, Maneros ! O Maneros," died away 
at length in the distance. Amono was over* 
whelmed at this scene; yet he continued to 
follow the principal actor with his eye and ear, 
till the silence was only broken by the rustling 
of trees. Somewhat recovering himself, he 
now looked around, and perceived that he was 
alone, for Papres, incensed alike with his 
companion and the prophet, had hurried to 
rejoin his father at the palace of Phremon, 
resolving to break at once with the son of the 
high priest of Thebes. 

Such had been the absorption of Amono, 
that he had not observed his departure ; and 
now, recalling the angry mood in which he had 
lately seen him, and reflecting that political 
difierences, as well as rivalship were acting at 
once upon his mind, he trembled lest the 
friendship of youth had in a few days become 
a dream ; and as if the dark prophecy already 
began to be fulfilled. His heart sickening 
and oppressed, he returned to HeUopoUs, de- 
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termining to take the first opportumtjr, that 
should presatit itsdf, of at least attempting a 
reconciliatioii ; yet inwardly feehng that at- 
tempt would be fruitless. 

In tiie meantime Flares had sought his 
&Uier as above mentioned^ whom he found in 
deep conference with yiq>hien5 and Sarako, ^e 
most distinguished captain of the two thou- 
sand* who formed the body guard of the 
king, and the great leader of the warrior 
&ction. All three were full of the expected 
arrival of Philitis, and the capture of certain 
emissaries of the priests, whom tiie reader will 
remember to have been sent with a view of 
disconcerting the measures of the last named 
chief. 

* The Egyptian warrior caste^ which enjoyed several 
privileges, was sub-divided into two orders, the Hermotybi 
and the Calaslri, a thousand from both which orders 
formed the body guard of the king ; and these two thou- 
sand, during the time of their service, had some extra 
advantages. — See an account of this caste in Heeren's 
dissertation on the political state of the ancient Egyp- 
tians. — See also Uerodotus* Euterpe, chap. 164, etc. 
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^ Sarakb and Papres were among the boldest 
and most active friends of their party^ yet even 
they were astonished at .the imrivaUed acute- 
ness of Vaphren, which, by some imknown. 
due, had penetrated the most secret schemes 
of the priests, and had ruined a project before 
his adherents were aware of its formation. 

They now admitted the younger Papres into 
a fall participatiQn of their counsels, and, 
laboured to augment, by every incentive, his 
hostility against the sacred order. But though 
the military caste seemed thus upon the whole 
successful, fliey had still many powerful oppo- 
sers, among whom, Phremon, high priest of 
the sun, and Amono, hierophant of Thebes, 
were the most conspicuous. 

The latter, more especially from his lofty 
station in the state, and from his indefatigable 
and prudent zeal, was justly considered the 
soul of his party, who, whilst he unravelled 
many of the plans of his adversaries, had, by 
the force of his reasoning, and his temperate yet 
firm conduct prevailed on several of them to 
remain neutral, or even to espouse his own 
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cause. Upon him and Phremon, accordingly^ 
&eir conversation principally turned, and the 
f ounger Papres felt much compunction, when 
he saw the violence with which his associates 
were ready to proceed against the father of 
him with whom he had once been connected 
by friendship. 

The young Egyptian's feelings did not escape 
the penetration of Yaphren, and fearing they 
might at length gain an ascendancy in the 
bosom of the youthful warrior, he presented 
himself early the next day, and thus addressed 
him : — 

*^ I know the nobility of your spirit, for it 
is revealed on your countenance ; I know that 
the love of your country animates that heart, 
for it discovers itself by thei hatred you display 
towards those who would enslave Egypt, The 
great Cheops is also aware of this, and will 
bestow inestimable rewards on your zeal and 
ability. He has already singled you out as the . 
most promising of our youth, your praise is 
the subject of discourse throughout the court, 
and I behold you with the eye of fancy 
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attaining the highest honours. Nor is this 
all : — start not when. I say I know your 
passion for Radhara^ and do not distrust me 
when I assure you she returns that passion. 
Have I not heard her speak' of you with rapture^ 
and am I not the very oflSoer whom she only 
yesterday entreated to sketchy if it Were but in 
mere outline, your portrait ! I am however 
conscious she is also loved by Amono, who 
founds the utmost hope of success in being the 
son of the high priest of Thebes, — a privilege 
on which he has more than once enlarged to 
me. Every thing, then, shall give way to that 
caste ;— 4ihey must monopolize the highest 
offices of the state, and engross all the secrets 
of science;-*-tfae most costly treasures, and the 
fieurest wOmen in Egypt must be reserved for 
them ; the very monarch, himself, must be 
under their control ; and the warriors, when 
their arms have laboured in extending or 
.ensuring our empire, shall be, treated with 
contempt by those whose very existence is 
their pfL 

" Let us throw away our useless weapons," 
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he continued, '^ and fly to some distant r^on • 
and when the fierce elist^n tribes s^iall poor 
destruction on tiie valley of the Nile, their 
souls, consumed by the triple thirst of power, 
vengeance, aad rapine, that proud and effemi- 
nate order may learn of fear a lesson which 
gratitude could never teach tiiem — namely, to 
respect and honour those whose blood has 
flowed for their defence/' 

" We will not fly, we will not yield, we will 
not give way to them," interrupted Papres, 
with a furious gesture : — ^' my blood runs like . 
molten lead through my veins. I will see my 
caste pre-eminent, and gain the lovely Radhara, 
or perish in the attempt/^ • 

Vaphren saw his advantage, and doubted not 

of moulding to his will, one in whose breast 

an enthusiastic and youthful politician was 

joined to the;- frantic lover, and he therefore 

continued : — 

^^ I applaud your resolution, in which my- 

BClf, Sarako, your great father, and many otiier 

of the noblest Egyptians participate, but which 

is opposed with much skill by our designing 
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adversaries, and particularly by the pontiffs of 
Thebes and Heliopolis. Concur then with us 
in ruining their schemes], and all shall be your 
own. Bgypt will regard you as the assertor of 
her rights, and the affection of Radhara shall 
animate your breast." 

The young Egyptian was intoxicated with 
the picture drawn by the artful Arabian; the 
past was obliterated from his mind, — ^the 
future alone was before him. Love and am- 
bition seemed to hurry him forward with an 
indissoluble, and a two-fold chain ; and, in a 
phrenzy of passion, he swore by Osiris, that 
he would renounce all fellowship with the 
Theban priest and his son, and be an abettor 
of every plan for annihilating their influence. 

In the meantime the young Amono was 
thrown into the deepest distress by the events 
that had lately transpired. He in vain en- 
deavoured, both by stratagem and entreaty, to 
gain an interview with Papres. The one . wias 
neglected, and the other foiled, partly by the 
Jealousy of the latter, and partly through the 
machinations of Vaphren. That artful officer^ 
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coiisdoiis mdreover that he had misrepresented 
llhe mc^natioiis * of thei sister of Cheops^ pre- 
vented the young \irarrior by various pretences^ 
£roni declaring his passion to her^ whilst in 
confederacy with Sarako, the most daring of 
his associates, he matured a project of the 
most shocking atrocity. 

It was evening on the fifth day, after the 
adventure with the black prophet, and the 
young Theban was walking alone in one of 
^26 gardens of the royal palace, where he 
hq)ed tiiat chance might throw him into the 
way of Papres, when, as he was resting in an 
alcove of peculiar beauty, he heard voices 
approaching, apparently engaged in an inte- 
resting dialogue. 

^' Alas ! great princess," said the first 
speaker, ^^ do not thus afflict yourself; Philitis 
is, I trust, yet far distant ; let us hope the 
gods will protect your virtue, and that he will 
not come to disturb our peace. The priests 
are still active, and I am informed that 
Phthasis and Sompsis, the boldest of their 
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putisanfl, have tak^i measures diat may be 
likely to cliange his proceedings/^ 

'^ Tout words are happiness,^' answpred the 
second voice (which Amono recognized to be 
that of Radhara,) ^^ and what part does the 
high priest of Thebes tal^ in these trans*- 
actions? 

^^ He is ever vigorous and prudent/' replied 
her attendant 5 '^ and it is rumoured that he 
both disconcerts his adversaries^ and also thins 
their numbers by the force and coolness of his 
ai^guments ; — so that the haughty Sarako trem* 
bles at his name/' 

^' Thanks to Osiris !"* said tbe princess ; 
'^ and his son^ the youthful Amono reflects 
brightly, too brightly the image of his feth«r/' 

^^ He resembles^ indeed, very closely that 
great original^ and like him, is a source q£ 
much uneasiness to the warrior fitcfion/' 

" I would I had nev^ seen him,*' xejoined 
Radhara. ^^ I teU thee, Nirin, that youth has 
added ten-fold weight to the oppression which 
has long hung upon my heart. To love 
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Phifitis was always imposaiUe; bnt to loveldiii^ 
after having met tiie young Amono^ would 
wpgae insanity. TeU me, truly, my ever 
AidiM oompanion, how doea the young 
Egyptian regard me ? Do not heaitate,*— though 
whatever be the answ^, it can only aggravate 
my grief." 

^^ He r^arda you," she leplied, '^ with aa 
ardent an affection as ev^ inflamed the breast 
of a youthful lover. Do you not remember 
the evening when he poured forth so much 
poetry in your praise.'^ 

'^ May we not, however^ trace this to genius 
or courtesy?" 

^ Genius might indeed have awakened his 
poetic fire, and courtesy have led him to make 
you the object of it; but, beBeve me, neither 
one nor the other could cause his colour to 
come and go, when your eyes met his, or 
make him press to his heart' the chain you 
sent him as the prize." 

^ I observed him narrowly," she continued, 
^^the first ni^t he was introduced at the 
palace, fw whose glance was not then £»«. 
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cinated by his matchless physiognomy and 
manly form^ and I shall never foiget the look 
he cast upon you : his eyes seemed intoxicated 
and dazzled, as when, on emerging from dark- 
ness, we are suddenly brought in contact with 
some great light ; and happening to stand 
near him, when one of the nobles was dis- 
coursing about you, I saw him give a sigh of 
such apparent length and pain, that it wiU 
never be effaced from my memory." 

" Then are we both wretched, Nirin, and 
Philitis is doubly my foe.'* 

^^ But he is yet at a distance/' said the 
attendant ; ^ and you forget the project of the 
priests I hinted at." • ^ 

^^ You speak truly, for my thoughts are 
indeed distracted. Leave me, for the present," 
she added, '^that I may endeavour, favored 
by solitude, and the hour of evening, to sooth 
for a while the tempest of my breast." 

This was a moment of delight and agony 
to Amono, for he now felt it in his power to 
pierce into futurity, yet dreaded from the 
tenor of the princess's discourse, that he was 
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a\)out to change a state of doubt into one of 
terrible reality. But in such a situation, who 
ever paused ? His pxirpose was formed before 
he deliberated^ and stepping from tlie recess, 
' he presented himself before Radhara. 

The sister of Cheops uttered a low cry, and 
would instantly have fled, when he prostrated 
himself before her, and catching her robe, 
ezdaimed : 

'* Accomplished princess, grace of Egypt's 

throne, leave me not thus in more than mental 

darkness ; say, but that you vnsh not to retract 

the words I have just heard, since, though all 

tiie calamities I fear, should be added to those 

I already suffer, the knowledge that I indeed 

hold a place in the affections of Radhara, will 

be to my soul as the sepulchral lamp which 

brightens, though it cannot dispel, the gloom 

that is ever sacred to loneliness and distress. 

Or even if you repent your former accents, let 

me at least hear my doom from ycn^r own lips ; 

bid hope expire, or bid it live for%ver, even 

though darkened by a thousand difficulties. 

Tou hold in your hand the scroll of the 
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future : unroll it then before me, even though 
tiie characters it contains should blast my 
■ight/' 

** Rise, unhappy youth^?!. she re|died, in- a 
suppressed Toice ; ^' and controul, for a im>* 
ment^ the torrent of thy feelings ; 6r it may 
swe^ us both to destruction. Perchance," 
she continued, " wer^ it in my power, I would 
expimge this last incident from the tenor of 
my life, and bury my last thoughts in eternal 
J ilence. But it may not be ; and I will, thei!e* 
fore, add, that the heart, with whose secret 
chance has made thee acquainted, is incapable of 
change. Yet this is only a source of ceaseless 
grief to both of us, — ^for know that Cheops has 
decreed me to the arms of Philitis.*' 

*^ Tyrant!" said Amono, half unsheathing 
his dagger as he spoke. ^ 

*^ Cahn thyself, I entreat;" interrupted 
Radhara, ^^ remember we are in the precincts 
of the palace; and that chains and death, 
hang upon the word of kings." 

^^ But he will not, he dares not adhere to a 
resolution that will outrage the inclinations and 
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die lights of so virtuous a sis- 



ter/' 

^He dares do anything that his interest 
may seem to demand. He is resolved to form 
an indissoluble band between himself and 
PhiUtxs, whom, he fears to make his enemy^ 
md nrhose Mendship he desires in order to 
KGore his throne firom the imaginary usurpa- 
tion of the priest caste, against which body 
bis apprehensions and animosity are hourly 
inflamed by some designing individuals, 
whose suggestions are confirmed, in the eyes 
of Cheops^ by the opposition lately made to 
bis marriage with the daughter of Philitis, 
of whom he is passionately enamoured. In a 
word, my brother is timid, and the above men- 
tioned Arabian will, I fear, take advantage of 
this weakness to render himself absolute in 
Egypt, making use of the warrior class as his 
instrument. Cheops is also a tyrant ; of which 
circumstance I am already feeUng the effect, 
and which will one day steep our nation in 
anguish. But time wears," she continued. 
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'^ and we Inay no longer confer thus : happi- 
ness^ as well as woe^ is die offspring of 
events ; I will endeavour to obviate the diffi- 
culties that surround us; but^ whatever shoxdd 
be my success^ you alone shall reign in the 
heart of Radhara, who^ if unable otherwise 
to baffle tyranny , will escape, even by a volun- 
tary death, from the wrongs prepared for 
her." 

** Osiris forbid it," exclaimed Amono, seiz- 
ing her hand, and pressing it to his lips; 
" sooner shall my own blood — " 

^^ Priest, rival," interrupted a voice in the 
vicinity, " I cannot endure this." 

The Theban started at the accents ; for they 
were those of Papres ; and he had scarcely 
moved from the place he had just occupied, 
when an arrow whizzed close by him, and waa 
instantly lost amid the bushes that grew near; 
while Papres, who discharged it, darted a look 
of fire at Amono, and rushed from the garden. 
The first person he encountered was Vaphren, 
whom he accosted with fory. 
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^^ Avoid me, execrable traitor ! or dread 
the death thou hast so well merited from my 
hand." 

Vaphren was naturally brave; yet he was 
alarmed at this imexpected address. He, how- 
ever guessed, with his characteristic acuteness, 
something of what had happened ; and, con- 
fiding in his subtlety and resolution, he asked, 
with the utmost apparent astonishment, the 
meaning of the young Egyptian's words, and 
what jest he was practising. 

^Admirable dissembler," said Papres ; ^ my 
vengeance shall speedily rouse thy memory 
and sharpen thy discernment." 

Vaphren, in his turn, now feigned anger. 

^* This is. too much, fiery youth," he re- 
plied; '^ I have not deserved and will not en- 
dure your threats." 

" Have I then lost my reason?^ fid I not 
hear thee say Radhara loved me, and have I 
not just seen my detested rival alone with her 
in one of the gardens of the palace, kissing 
Ker hand with all the fervour of affection ?" 

^' And is this all ? and do I for this incur 
vol-. II, D 
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your resentanent ? I have lately been active 
in your service; but if tiiese endeavours are 
thus requited, I will not continue them ; and^ 
when you shall have lost the object of your 
passion, you will perh^s vakly desire the 
assistance of which your foUy has deprived 
you. Think not, in the meantime, that I am 
to be terrified by words ; but remember this 
arm can wield the sword, and bend the bow of 
death as skiUbJly as your own/' 

Thus saying, he seemed about to depart, 
when Papres airested him. 

^^ Stay, Vaphren," he said; ^' I am naturally 
hasty of speech, and have wronged you; let 
the fever of my passion for the sister of 
Cheops plead an excuse. Unravel, I entreat 
you, the enigma, to me inexplicable, but of 
which you appear to know the solution." 

" Most willingly shall I acquiesce," rqoined 
Hie officer, throwing into his manner all his 
native turbanity, ^^ and rejoice I am able to 
dispel the visions of terror your mental excite^ 
ment has conjured up ; and, in the first place, 
suffer me to display to you the weak ground of 
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your seIf-4ortare>-<yoa meet Radhart in one of 
the royal |;ardens^ in company witli your rival j 
the latter gives signs (^ affection ibr her. 
Now^ how easily might all this h^ve happened 
thus : — ^who shall doubt that Amono^ eager to 
take the first opportomty of discovering his 
passion^ carefnUy sought the princess, and 
poured into her ear Im tale of love; you 
happ^nng to approach just as he seized her 
hand, which Radhara mi^t (mty have per- 
nutted because i^ was unable to prevent it. 
Nor is this merely a suj^osition : for, to be 
plain with you, I have myself seen the sister 
of Cheops scaroely a moment since; she 
flipf^e of you with her accustomed ardour, relat- 
ing, at the same time, her adventure with 
Amono, just as X have described it, and, in 
conclusion, sent you this ring as a testimony 
of her regard ; — all whidb may prove that the 
young Theban is the only enemy you have to 
dread." 

" Invaluable firiend !" cried Papres, as he 
pressed the ring to his heart, *' forgive 
my late rashness ; receive me again into your 

d2 
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confidence and affection, and wear this dagger 
for my sake/' ^ 

As he spoke^ he placed the weapon (whose 
hilt glittered with gems) in the hands of Vaph- 
ren^ who rejoiced that his daring treachery was 
so well seconded by the credulity of the young 
Egyptian, and resolved to make this gift sub- 
servient to his own plans. He now sought 
his confederate, Sarako, whom he found full 
of the activity of the Theban pontiff, and of 
the difficulties likely to result to the warrior 
faction' from the interference of so judicious 
an opponent. He represented that the above 
mentioned priest had, together with Phremon, 
contrived to obtain a conference with Cheops, 
" the effect of which was," continued Sarako, 
'^ that our sovereign promised to defer the 
coming of.Philitis, as he afterwards told me 
himself, adding he could not but admire the 
candour and ability displayed by the hiero- 
phant of Thebes. I had indeed the good fortune 
to neutralize this impression. Yet we may be 
undone if this Amono thus gains access alone 
to the royal ear." 
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^' You say weU; and he must be taken off/' 
rejoined Yaphren. ''He is to-night in the 
society of Fhthasis and Somosis, in the 
suburbs^ and he must not return." 

^ And how fare the two incomparable 
friends?" asked Sarako." 

"I have converted them," .said his com- 
panion, ''into implacable foes; Papres be- 
lieves he is deeply loved by Badhara, and 
hates the younger Ambno, whom I saw a short 
time since, rapidly walking towards the coun- 
try; grief was written on his countenance, 
and he seemed eager to escape from the city. 
It now wants an hour of midnight," he con- 
tinued, " let us hasten to intercept the 
llieban priest ; the younger Papres shall 
be the apparent author of his death, that 
the enmity between him and Amono may be 
without cure," 

; The two officers now proceeded to the exe- 
cution of their design, and the pontiff, 
who had, as has been related, been in con- 
ference with the priest of Vulcan and Mars, 
was attacked and murdered on his return to 
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Heliopofia, hj Yafiam, and Siurako; the 
fimner of whom left die dagger, so lately 
ffven him by ftpfesy in one of the many 
wounds that diafigured the body of their nn^ 
luqppy Tictutt. 

In the meantime, his acm had quitted the 
garden where he had received" asaiurances of 
ihe afiiBctbn of Radhara, in a tnmnlt oi oon^ 
flictii^ feelings. She indeed loved him j yet 
tynmny had decreed her to another, whilst the 
inxiona enmity displayed by Papres, weighed 
heavily on his mind«— an enmity which he now 
almost despaired of removing. Be^ however, 
determined to pursue his rival, and, thinking 
he might possibly have wandered into the 
country, judged it best to follow him thither, 
oome to an explanation, and raflier to brave 
the whole weight of his displeasure than defer 
any longer attempting to be reconciled. With 
this view he left the city ; and was led on, 
pertly by his vain search, and partly by tb^ 
stiUneas and sweetness of &e hour, to the 
spot where he had encountered the black pro^ 
phet» 
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A Quuw of painfid reoolleetiou htt% fttt at 
onoQ iqpoix hia beurt; and ha inTofamtai% 
fistened for tito aame myateiioaa roice, wfaoat 
tale of tibe Aitura oppraaaed hia momiorj. 
But the utmost ailence preyaikd; ertrf kaf 
laemed to alumber oa the treea ; BMd, aa tiia 
OKxm ahad her raya thioD^h tiie foBage of 
ika adtjoimng oopse^ a thouaand groteaque 
andahadowy forms floated on tiba IQle tihat 
stretched away beneath a canopy ci atars^ 
amid acenaa of the richeat cultivation Amono 
gsaed aadly c»i the landsoape, the tepoae of 
which WW atarong^y contrasted iHtfa hia own 
Bsmdj^ whoae restleasnesa raaembled the xcor 
quiet agitation of tiie eiementa, when they 
harUnger the ajqiroaobing stomu He look* 
od baok upon hia past lifb; tiie towers oi 
Thd)ea arose again before hia view, and the 
tarious pleaauraa and pains that are the growth 
of childhood; he lemembered too^ his early 
fiiendsbip. for Papres^ and sidcened aa he re^ 
fleeted that that firtendahip waa already oen- 
Tortedy at least on one side^ into hatred. He 
seemed to hov^, m an imagix^ajry region, 
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between happiness and woe; or, rather, he 
felt like a mariner who perceives himself to 
be driving before a strong wind, towards a 
gigantic rock, already half apparent in the 
obscurity of distance. He had only two 
sonrces of consolation left him : namely, the 
love of Radhara, and the affection of his great 
and virtuous feither; and of these one was 
much darkened by perplexity, and the other no 
longer existed. 

The n^ht was nearly half spent ere he 
commenced his return to the city, and he was 
pensively traversing a lonely part of the suburbs 
when he was arrested and startled by the 
sight of a quantity of blood. Approach- 
ing the spot, he discovered a body, from 
which the fountain of life was still issuing, 
and his fisu^ulties were almost paralyzed 
on perceiving it was his father. A dagger 
was in his breast, which he knew to have 
belonged to Papres, and, as he drew it 
from the wound, a last groan burst from the 
dying man. The unhappy Theban stretched 
himself on his parent in the speechless, mo* 
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tionless impotence of despair; pressing with 
his own bosom and lips^ those of the murder- 
ed priest^ as if he could again cause his heart to 
beat, though it was^ alas ! no longer warmed by 
the vital stream. 

The existence of Amono himself was now 
highly precarious; for the shock, great as it 
necessarily was, struck him with accelerated 
force^ on account of the late excitement of his 
mind, and he lay for some time in complete 
insensibility. Nature, however^ at length pre- 
vailed, and he awoke from apathy to the full 
perception of grief. Memory rapidly sketched 
the past 'on his heart, with a burning pen; 
and, as a torrent of tears at once expressed, 
and partly relieved his agony, he thought of 
those boding words :— 

" Bot, when hot tears from thine eyes are flowing. 
Remember the prophet that sang in the grove/' 

It was already an hour after midnight; yet 
he abandoned the idea of returning to the 
palace of Fhremon, and of revisiting the apart- 

d3 
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s 

meiits whcra hf vwi wont to mijay tbe. 0Qci6ty 
and cxNunalfl of ft parents 

He aoeordin^y transport^ the body to the 
same aequesftared place en tbiQ bprd^rv of tb^ 
Nile before ^escribed^ and during the perfonn- 
Muse of his monmiiil tmiky his mind fluctuated 
in the sea of perple;idty. The death of hia 
&th«r caltedf^HT vengeaiice; y^t th^ proof of the 
guilt of P^nreSy though strong, did not fippear 
to him deoisire^ whilst the recollection of the 
fri^idship-Hihe birth of happier days, conspired 
with his tender regard for the feelings of his 
riTal's parent tP determine him at least to wait 
till circumstances should either confirm or 
dissipate the sivspidon he could not but ^n- 
tertain. 

His next thought was to fly from Heliopolis^ 
and seek in solitude a balsam for his wounded 
breast ; but a bright image seemed to rise in 
^his path, and forbid his design. While he 
considered that the tottering cause of the 
priests imperiously demanded the support of 
every member of that caste, and that it would 
least of all becoQie him whom the late tragical 
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oecmrveiMft bftd oonatitut^d Ug¥ pontiff of 
Amxoxm^^tfx ckilfirt. Uft ooimti^3pfH>which ap- 
l^eaMd III Ww in ^bkPgfsr rf ^ttei? Bim from 
ilie in<»N]iii»te. ambiti^ of Ij^e mliti^ order. 

Whil^ tibieae things -vtf^ f^si^, aU parties 
wer&. equally astonished by thfi sudden fmrival 
fif Fhilitis : Somosis, and Pbthasis^ (who 
were igneirant that their {briber emissaries to 
that Asabim h^ been arrest^) heard widi 
daim Siom some adherents that he was afareadjr 
ia HeUopoIia, 

Sarly in the morning? after tiie murder of 
the ^Ider Amonp^ ^hose priests met in the 
Tfwple of the Sun to opnsidt with Phremon 
aa to the line of conduct now to be adopted, 
and ^ey were thrown into the utmost con- 
sternation on receiving, fi^om the last-mentioned 
.priest, the intelUgeiice that the Th^ban hiero- 
phant had fallen the preceding night by 
^assassination. 

* Japiter Ammon was the greatest divinity among the 
ancient Egyptians, and the high priest of that divinity. 
•WBB of course the chief pontiff of Egypt. The priesthood 
ii^as hereditary.'*— See the above-mentioned reference. 
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^^ How long shall we tomely endure the 
insults of tyranny ?" said Phthasis ; " the chief 
of our order has been sacrificed to our want of 
resolution. Fhihtis is here, — ^those whom we 
sent to oppose him deceived us, or have them- 
selves been betrayed, and the insolent warriors 
deride the weakness of our measures. The 
unhappy Amono is become the victim of his 
own moderation, and if we do not revenge 
we shall all share his fate. I have however 
endeavoured to provide for our safety, and the 
ruin of this detested eastern stranger. One of 
my most confidential attendants has been about 
his person ever since he entered Egypt. This 
emissary waits but my orders to mix poison 
for Philitis; — ^that command shall be speedily 
given, and the Arabian, together with Vaphren 
and Sarako, wiQ to-day banquet for the last 
time." 

At these words Somosis started up with a 
look of intense fear, and unsheathing his 
dagger, struck it into the tapestry, exclaiming, 
" It moves again !" and instantly withdrawing 
the weapon, showed its point covered with 
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blood. All shuddered at so unequiyocal a 
token of human mtness^ and immediately 
opened the hangings ; blood again met their 
sight ; though the being from whose^ veins it 
was drawn had vanished, yet they agreed ttmt 
their secret was known, — and they were not 
mistaken. 

Instant flight seemed now their only means 
of safety, and the young AmOno, who entered 
at this moment, on hearing the new peril that 
threatened his party, recommended their hasty 
departure for Thebes, where the precincts of 
the temple at Kamac*^ would a£Pord them con- 
cealment, — from which they might watch and 
avail themselves of a^y advantageous revo- 
lution. 

They aciJordingly left the city in various 
disguises, travelled southward with speed and 
secresy, and yielded for a time to the pre- 

* It b the opinion of many, that Karnac, the rains 
of -which still remain, contained within its range the 
high temple of Ammon, to whom ancient Egyptian 
Tliebes was especially sacred. — See in Heeren's re- 
searches an account of that capital and its monuments. 
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doiainaiit power of the warned caste. Nor 
w^ their celerity uncalled/ar * Vaphren, who 
bad l^ecome a second time acquainted with 
the designs of the priests, hastened to reveal 
and frustrate the plan he had discovercfdj 
maldng such additions as triumphant rancour 
and perfidy suggested. 

He found Cheops ^d Philitis in the palace, 
and represented to them in lively colours the 
treachery they had escaped, and the fyrious 
bigotry of the. sacred order. 

^' For th^ second time,'* he said, '^ I have 
penetrate^ the TeQiple of the Sun, by an 
ingress, the knowle(%e of which I purchased 
long since from one of their fraternity, who 
preferred gold to honour, and have thus un- 
ravelled the plot just disclosed to you. The* 
rapidity, however, of one of the conspirators 
had nearly cost me my life, but his dagger, 
fortunately, only pierced slightly my left 
shoulder, just as I was escaping into the 
secret passage." 

The Egyptian monarch, as well as the 
Arabian, listened with terror to this narration. 
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ftod th^ partizans wer^ immediately aotiye in 
pursuit of the priests. The principal of these 
ha4i as we have seen^ fled from Heliopoli/9 ; y^t 
maay of their adherents were arrested^ and a 
long list of executions taught Egypt that she 
Wf(« henceforth to groai^ beneath the 9peptre of 
i despot whose fear was no less terrible than 
his resentment. 

About two months after the escape of 
Amono^ Cheops gave orders that the court 
ifhould remove to Thebes^ where he intended 
to odebrate, with extraordinary splendour^ his 
marriage with the daughter of Philitis, and 
that of Radhara tp the nbove Arabian. 

His imhappy sister had in vain endeavomred 
to obtain the reversal of a decree which 
threatened to consign her to wretchedness; 
and had therefore determined to escape 
from the tyranny she could not soften, and 
iinagmed that the voyage up the Nile, towards 
the city of Ammon, would furnish the best 
opportunity for eflFecting her enterprize. 

The preparations of the court were soon 
completed, and the warriors exulting in the 
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triumph of their faction, followed the monarch 
with more than ordinary pomp. Yet the 
splendour of dress, and the glitter of orna- 
mented galleys could not chase from the 
minds of the Egyptians that the religion of 
their country had been outraged in the persons 
of their priests, and there were many, even 
in the victorious party, who now, that the 
struggle for dominion was over, regretted the 
lengths to which they had been hurried. 

The younger Papres in particular did hot 
view with any complacency the late trans- 
actions, and the more so, when he heard the 
marriage of Philitis and Radhara was expected 
to be solemnized immediately. He saw that 
he had only exchanged one rival for another, 
and secretly accused Vaphren as the cause of 
all his unhappiness. These emotions however, 
were masked under glare and show, and the 
Nile and its banks alternately displayed the 
magnificence of the children of Mizraim. 

They at length approached Thebes, and 
landed towards evening, on the western side 
of the river 5 and Radhara, who had long 
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vainly expected some juncture fEivorable for 
the execution of her purpose, seized the 
moment when Cheops and his principal cour- 
tiers were abandoned to the excesses of the 
table, and putting on the dress of a peasant, 
and taking a small store of provisions, left the 
royal train, followed only by Nirin, disguised 
like herself. 

Night had set in ; but her companion was 
well acquainted with the country, and they 
took with speed the direction that led to one 
of the valleys which intersect the Lybian chain 
of mountains. 

They had not proceeded far, when they en- 
countered a man, apparently advanced in age, 
mounted on an ass, by whom walked a youth 
carrying a large torch. The sister of Cheops 
attempted not to avoid the*strangers, which, 
indeed, would have been impossible ; and 
therefore replied to their questions, that she 
and her compapion were on their way to 
Thebes, - and that their boat having become 
leaky, they had beeii obliged to quit the river, 
and had exerted themselves to the utmost, in 
lu>pe8 of reaching the city before night^&ll. 
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when they should ^ideaTour to procure aome 
0mploymd&t. 

^ In what way/' aakad the elder Egyptian Y* 

^ In prquffing linen bandages for the dead^'' 
said lihe attendant of Radhara^ who had fer* 
tunately once practiaed that trade. 

^^Nay^ if that ia the case/' rejoined the 
rider^ ^^ you tieed only follow me, who am an 
embalmer, and you shall have emjdloyment 
Plough." 

The prinoess donhted fost a momoit^ yet 
finally reading sincerity in his oountenuice;^ on 
which the torch shone brightly, and ooasidering 
that instant concealment was beyond all tfungs 
necessary, she consented to the arrangemen:^ 
and Atmo^ (for that was the nune of the 
eoibahner) dismounting, advised one of the 
females^ to take his' place on the ass, adding, 
they had perhaps walked far, and that his 
abode was yet at some distance. Niiin 
pressed Hke sister of Cheo|^ to accept tibis 
offer, and the whole party now^pibopeeded al a 
tolerably quidk pace. Radharawas aalent| for 
the fear of pursuit, and the sense of her 
calamities weighed heavily on het mind, but 
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Atmo was partacularljr loquacioos on the aub* 
ject of Ids profession. 

^' Ton would bo astonished/' he said, ad- 
dressing ibe ftmaless^ '^ if you knew all the 
•tnnge oceorrences with which my calling has 
made me acquainted. 

'^ I reside in one of the yalleya of the Lybian 
disin^ not far &om the region of tombs^ so 
that I behold on one side the great living city 
lliebe^ and on &e otheri the sUent^ though 
fir more populous one of the dead. Placed 
thus^ both by precession and localityj betweeo 
life and deaths and having always made good 
use of my senses^ especially my ears, I have 
picked up an incredible number of incidents^ 
fte memory of which will ever be a source of 
amusement to my declining i^. Nobles and 
peasants, priests and warriors^ the learned and 
theignorant| have dyi .entered my door, and 
bave often kept in my soaking vessels* a 

* A 7ery important part of th^ process of embalming 
moog the ancient Egyptians consisted in steeping the 
body for seventy days in some strong preparation^ — See 
m account of all this in the Enterpe of Herodotqs, 
chap. 86. 
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society they would have shuddered at when 
alive. I have beheld much genuine griefi as 
the young and the beautiful were left for the 
exercise of my art by parents and lovers ; and 
have often myself wept on viewing the last 
looks of desperate agony^ the streaming eyes^ 
and the bosoms labouring with suppressed 
sobs of relatives^ as tbey departed without the 
bodies they had brought." 

'^ But I have also seen joy maskmg itself in 
sorrow ; and heard the lamentations of those 
whose hearts did not echo their words. Once, 
in particidar, I remember that two youths bore 
to my house the body of their father ; he had 
been an active and successful merchant, with 
the reputation of having always managed his 
family well. His sons appeared in deep dis- 
tress, as they answered the usual question in 
which of the three ways* he was to be em- 



* There were three modes of embalming ; the first very 
expensiye, and the embalmer used to ask the persett "vlid 
brought a body, which of these he chose to be employed ) 
showing, at the same time, a representation of each* 
—See the reference in preceding page. 
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Wboaed; and havings in broken accents^ order* 

ed it to be done in the most expensive man^ 
ner, gave a sigh that seemed to breathe their 
T^ soul with it, and departed. I almost im- 
mediately commenced my office ; but the mo- 
ment I perforated the skin, I thought the 
features shewed signs of life ; and, on making 
use of some restoratives, the merchant revived. 
He was, however, still weak ; and I accordingly 
accommodated Mm in my house, and went 
myself to the city, to acquaint his children with 
the joyful tidings. I had often heard that 
the effects of sudden joy are sometimes fatal; 
and therefore pondered, as I went along, on 
the best means of gradually unfolding my 
message to the yoimg Egyptians. Arriving, at 
length, at the merchant's abode, I requested to 
see his sons, saying I had important news for 
them.*' 
** ^ Nay then,' replied the attendant, * you 

had better defer it for the Jjfresent.' ** 
<f *1 imderstand you; but have no intention 

to obtrude myself on their grief; I will only 
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relftte my message, vAnch ie of a pleasing na* 
tore^ and retire/ 

M ( Intrude on tbeir grief!' said ihe menial, 
' I comfMrehend not your meaning. It is now 
late : they have been long at the banquet, and 
are, probably by this time, unfit for any 
business of weight/ 

^^^At a banquet I' exdaimed I, surpr^d 
in my turn, ' how ean tihat be ) seeing it is 
but this mormng they brought their fiither 
to me for embahneat, who was, however, only 
in a trance ; and of whose restoration to life I 
hasten to inform his children/ 

'^ ' Alas ! " answered the domestic ; ^ you 
shaU certainly conununicate this news your- 
self; and may Osiris preserve you from the 
consequences 1 for my part, I would not, for 
gold, be the bearer of such unwelcome tid- 
ings/ 

^ He accordingly led me through several 
passages ; and, pointing at length to an apart- 
ment, from which proceeded sounds of merri- 
ment, he whispered: — '* ' 
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^* ^Let your tongue and foot be swift,' and 
withdrew. 

^^I now opened the door, when a some 
piegentod itsdf tliat will for ever lire in my 
oemory. The two i^gypttans were surround- 
ed by several guests^ and a magnifioeat feast 
was spread; one of die former had already 
abandoned himsdf to inebriety, from which 
his broths was not ftr ranoved. He^ how- 
fiHttj instantly recognized me, and said :-— 

^^Wouldst thou then l>e paid before thou 
iuist completed thine office? the gold shall 
be weighed; and I here drink to the suooesi 
sf thine art.' 

^ I replied, he had mistaken the object of 
my coming; since his &ther was not only 
uaembalmed, but stiU alive/' 

^* ^Thou art mad!' he exclaimed; his 
countenance kincfling as he spoke, whilst I 
remembered the words of the domestic, and 
fled from the apartment. 

*^ I was astonished at the adventure of 
that day^ being then young ; but I have since 
learned that^ if frequent recurrence renders a 
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phenomenon less wonderful^ life has few 
enigmas. The merchant returned to his 
fiunily; nor did I prematurely distress him 
by describing the sentiments widi which he 
was expected; especially as I reflected that 
men love not to hear their children accused^ 
and fliat they, who had affected sorrow, might 
perhaps feign joy with no less facility/' 

With narrations like the foregoing, Atmo 
endeavoured to amuse his audience, till they 
arrived at his house; the sequestered situa- 
tion of which harmonized well with the feel- 
ings of Radhara, who, together with Nirin, 
was courteously received by the embalmer's 
consort. 

Day now broke, and the Egyptian court 
was lost in astonishment at the flight of the 
princess; whilst Philitis (who had founded 
many ambitious hopes on his intended mar- 
riage with her) was, beyond all, enraged ; and, 
sending for Vaphren, who enjoyed his princi- 
pal confidence, he told that officer that his 
late services were as nothing, so long as the 
sister of Cheops was at hberty; promising. 
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at the same time^ an immense reward if he 
should discover her retreat. 

" Your will shall be obeyed," refdied Va- 
phreif, ^^no disguise shall be too dark,-^no 
labyrinth too complicated for my penetration : 
she may shroud herself in shadow and silence ; 
yet my foot shall track, and my hand shall 
seize hei* ; since, in artifice, Vaphren owns no 
equal." 

In the meantime, Amono and the other 
priests had arrived at Thebes ; and the anguish 
of the former was more than renewed on 
visiting his paternal mansion at Gomou. The 
most oppressive stillness reigned throughout 
the building; and, as the Egyptian's tread 
awakened the echoes of its many saloons 
and passages, it seemed as if the lifeless 
fabric had felt a shock from the calamities of 
its possessor, and was itself changed since 
the day when he, who was now pacing its 
chambers, immersed in sorrow, had issued 
from its bright portico in the fullness of un- 
tainted happiness. Yet the image of Radhara 
was ever before him; and although no con* 

VOii. II. B 
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Qeivable means presented itself of even as- 
certaining her condition^ he neverthdess 
cherished hopes^ regarding her, he scarcely 
dared acknowledge to himself. He had| with 
great difficulty, transported his father's re- 
mains to Thebes, and had committed them 
to the embalmers ^ and, the prescribed num- 
ber of days having elapsed, he prepared 
to perform the last sad office of placing 
him^ with his ancestors, ia the vault belong- 
ing to his family. With as few attendants 
as possible, he accordingly left the city of 
Ammon when the heat of the day was past, 
and arrived in the country of the dead when 
the sun was far in the west. 

Every thing here was calculated to inspire the 
deepest melancholy : the air was motionless ; 
the ground parched and sterile ; and the rocks, 
forming the base of the Lybian chain^ of 

* Ancient Thebes is supposed* to have occupied both 
banks of the Nile, and to have been terminated westward 
by the Lybian chain of mountuns, in which the sepul- 
chres were hollowed out. — See Heeren's Researches. 
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Bdoantaans were every where hollowed out 
into the chamhers of man^s last repose. As 
t2ie sad proeession: slowly approached this 
igpaty that ancient dirge, which deplores the 
grief of the earhest Egyptian monarch, was 
solemnly chanted hy harmonious voices ; and, 
at each pause 'of the strain, Phremon,— high 
jMriest of Heliopolis — recited, in an impressive 
tone^ the fevourable sentence pronounced on 
the deceased at the a,wful judgment*^ of the 
dead. As the last verse concluded, aA accent 
that thrilled every heart was heard at a dis- 

* Tlie jadgment of the dead was one of the most 

remarkable of all the Egyptian institutions. It de- 

ckied whether ihe deceased was admissible, from the 

nature of his life, to the protection of the deities who 

presided in the lower world. All were subject alike to 

this investigation ; any one was at liberty to accuse the 

dead, and it is said that kings have been deprived 

of burial by the well grounded complaints of their 

sabjects. It is, perhaps, difficult to reconcile this 

rite with the belief in transmigration thought to have 

been entertained by the Egyptians. — ^See a descrip- 

tion of this ceremony in the tale of Rameses. 

K 2 
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taace^ pronouncing, in exact harmony, the 
words : — 

^^ Alas, Maneros ! O Maneros !" andAmono 
shuddered as he recognized the voice of the 
black prophet. 

No. one, however, appeared; and the body 
of the Theban hierophant was borne to 
the entrance of the vault, at the outside 
of which all remained, except Amono and 
Phremon, who conveyed the deceased into 
the sacred depositary. This excavaidon was 
one of the most sumptuous kind ; the scenes 
of life, that every where embellished its walls,* 
were fiill of breath and reality. Art seemed 
lost in nature ; and the sculptered stone ap- 
peared agitated by the ever-varying emotions 
of mortal feeling. 

^' Here then," said Ampno, apostrophizing 

* Many of the depositaries of the Egyptian dead 
were very spacioas, and the^reliefs^ with which their 
wails were covered, contained representations of every 
day life. There is a description of them in Heeren's 
Researches. 
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lull fekiher ; ^' thou shalt, at last, rest, reckless 
of the rage of faction, and the storms of 
human enmity. O that I had occupied this 
sepulchral hall brfore thee; since to survive 
our happiness is worse than deaths and since 
T&gYpt, when governed by a tyrant, is a Kving 
tomb ! Perchance, thy spirit can yet discern 
my thoughts ; if it be so, if in some viewless 
form^ thou art indeed aroimd me-— then 
read in my heart the distress of thy son, 
and diffuse some consolatory influence over 
my mind.* Thou hast heard me/' he con- 
tinued, " for my soul is relieved by tears.*' 

With these words Amono embraced his 
parent in a transport of grief. Phremon 
oohtemjjjLated the scene before him with great 
anguish; for he had ever regarded the late 
pontiff with the warmest affection; yet he 
endeavoured to controul his feelings, and to 
console the yoimg Theban with the language 

of wisdom and gentleness. 

' *^ Consider, my son,'* he said, ^' that no- 
thing whidi lies beneath the high and azure 
plain of heaTcn is permanent or uniform ; life 
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is but the prelude of decay^ from which again 
spring fresh forms of wondrous organization. 
The leaf of the forest, — ^the running stream^*-* 
and the animated body, — ^all speak the same 
language ; change is their irrevocable doom ; 
and Time — the unwearied artist— creates from 
the elements, (his vast laboratory) compounds 
and' essences of infinite variety. The great 
Nile flows not always through verdant fields] — 
its channel is broken by frequent rocks, and 
it is often dashed in foam from a stupendous 
height. The ocean sleeps not always in tran- 
quillity ; the soft gales, that fan its waves, are 
sometimes maddened, by an tmseen influence, 
into hurricanes, and its bosom heaves with 
internal convulsion. Thus is it i^so with 
rational intelligence ; and he, who should ex- 
pect a perpetuity of happiness, would prove 
himself ignorant of the decrees of nature. 
Whether it will always be thus, or whether^ 
after repeated transnugration, man shall, at 
length, ascend to some brighter sphere, must 
remain a question that may keep alive both 
hope and conjecture. But, in the^meantime^ 
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we are siare that he will most obtain tibe 
fim)ur of tiie gods who resists not their 
decrees^ and obeys I3ie immutable jHrincipleB 
of virtue." 

Amono listened^ with de%ht, to €tie ve* 
n^fable speaker, for he had been early taught 
to consider philosophy the medicine of the 
taind; and, having now completed their 
mournful task, they joined their companions 
on the outside of the grotto. Yet, liiough the 
tender eloquence of Fhremon had lightened, 
it could not remove, the sorrow that oppressed 
Ae heart of the yoimg Theban ; and, anxious 
to indulge, in solitude, his present reflections, 
he dismissed all those who had accompanied 
him from the city, proposing to return thither 
alone. 

He now turned his eyes northward; whilst 
his thoughts went far beyond the horizQn 
before him ; and, as the obelisks and temples 
of Heliopolis were revealed to his mental 
glance, the days and nights of feverish an- 
guish and pleasure, he had there passed, 
were crowded into a moment. He saw 
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Radhara in Tall the splendour of regal pomp, 
and decked in the far richer treasures* 
bestowed on her by nature. He saw, too, the 
younger Papres, — his look fixed on the 
princess, and his countenance darkened by 
the first clouds of rivahry and distrust. His 
father, weltering in his blood, completed fihe 
horror of the retrospect ; and, throughout the 
whole, the presageful words of the black 
prophet smote on his fancy, and fearfully 
deepened the melancholy of his thoughts. 
He was startled from this reverie by the sound 
of the same well-known voice ', and, looking^ 
westward, discovered the prophet half hid 
* behind a rock. Amono felt as if the veil of 
futurity was again about to be raised, when 
the former thus sang : — 

Life is a cloud — a breath — a dream ! 

On^ on we rush to the realms below^ 

With the headlong force of the mountain stream. 

Mid the flowers and thorns of weal and woe 

From the cradle to youth, and from youth to age ' 

I read the changeful human page. 

Alas, Maneros ! O Maneros I" 
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^^ I haye met thee, then, once more, mysteri- 

•ous being,'* said the Theban; ^' speak yet 

again, I conjure thee, and tell me what shall 

b^ the event of my affection for the 'inster of 

Cheops." 

The prophet thus replied : — 

" Seek thy loved one« seek and gain. 
There is a valley darkly spread^ 
Near to the living and near to the dead : 
There shalt thou meet her ; but meet in vain. 
When tears shall flow in a joyous hour« 
When the bovir's swiift lightning shall blast thy flower, 
When the aspic's slime hath its bosom defiled> 
Remember the prophet that sang in the wild. 
Farewell : I fly to the utmost shore. 
Where sleep the waves of the southern sea. 
Yet there's a voice shall tell of me 
In the rushing wind, or the torrent's roar; 
And dreams, as they come from far, to our rest, 
Shall pour my words on the human breast, 
Alas, Maneros ! O Maneros ! " 

The young priest would have interrogated 
liiax sisSl farther; but. he disappeared with 
wonderful celerity, leaving an indescribable 

E 3 
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sadness on the mind of the former. Night 
had abeady closed aromid him when he arrived 
at die temple of Kamac^ where he commnni* 
cated sill that had befallen him to Phremon, 
who, since the murder of the elder Amono, 
had been drawn towards his son by the ten- 
' derest affection, and had shared the most se- 
cret hopes and fears of the latter. 

He heard, with astonishment, of the se- 
cond appearance of the black prophet; and, 
though he deeply regretted the dangerous 
passion which seemed to threaten the ruin 
of the young Theban, yet seeing, nevertheless, 
it would be vain and perhaps dishonourable * 
to persuade him to abandon the farther pursuit 
of Radhara, he endeavoured to find out the 
meaning of the enigmatical directions regard- 
ing that princess. It at length struck him 
that a very skilful embalmer lived somewhere 
near the region of tombs — a circumstance 
which he proposed to Amono, as offering some 
solution of the difficulty. 

The neighbourhood of the embalmer (who 
was no other than Atmd) to the living and 
the dead, appeared to the young pontiff to 
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' uswear well tiie description of the prophet ; 
aad'he resolved to visit the spot, though to- 
tally unable to imagine how it shoxdd be the 
abode c^ the sister of Cheops. 

The king oi Egypt had now arrived at 

. niebes 5 and> excited at once by the warriors^ 
and his own hatred of the sacred order^ had 
, begikn to act with the utmost tyranny towards 
die priests, many of whom were apprehend- 
ed on tile slightest pretences ; and the rest 
retired from observation within the recesses 
of the vast temples, whose innumerable and 
secret passages,^ leading to various subter- 
* ranean excavations, known only to the 
hierarchy offered, at least for the present, a 
secure retreat. 

* The great use made by the Egyptians of mystery, 
and their desire of secreting the dead from the intrusion 
of future ages, led them to affect much intricacy in the 
construction of many of their buildings; of which pro- 
pensity there are numerous proofs^ and especially the 
great pyramid of Cheops, and the labyrinth with its 
^^^ree thousand apartments, both described by Hero- 
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This state of things obliged Amono to pro- 
ceed^ with the utmost caution, in his search 
after Radhara; and he determined to leave 
the city alone, in order not to expose any* one, 
besides himself, to the danger of detection. 
Phremon, however, resolved, to share the im- 
known peril of the enterprize; and, having 
overcome every argument, and silenced every 
objection, by the force of entreaty, he, toge- 
ther with the yoimg Theban, left Thebes, some 
days aft;er the arrival of the court, having 
assumed the dress of one of the lower Egyp- 
tian ranks. They gladly availed themselves 
of a secret outlet, by which the temple com- 
municated with the Nile,* and having crossed 
that river, escaped without any obstacle, into 
the open country, taking the direction leading 
to the tombs. 

They were, however, ignorant of the exact 

* The Temple of Kamac is situate on the eastern 
bank of the Nile, which river must, therefore, be cros- 
sed by those who would pass from thence to the tombs, 
in the Lybian mountains. 
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Spot alluded to by the prophet; and happen- 
ing to meet an Egj^tian riding on an ass, 
they enquired if he could tell them the abode 
of Atmo^ the embahner. The stranger replied 
he was himself that person^ adding he was 
then in haste ; but that^ if they had any com- 
munication for him^ there were those at his 
housle who would receive them. During this 
conversation they were passed by a com- 
pany, consisting of three peasants, carrying 
firuit ; one of whom lingered a little behind 
his companions, and, seeming to stoop for 
something, evidentiy listened to what the 
embalmer was saying, at whom he stole a 
momentary glance, and instantiy quickened 
his pace. 

Atmo now departed; and the priests, 
following the directions he gave them, were 
not long in arriving at his dwelling. Their 
approach had akeady been observed by Nirin, 
who^ as well as Radhara, was engaged in their 
new occupation, preparing bandages for the 
embakned. 

The heat of the dav -vas at this season 
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excessive, and the Egyptians were carrying; 
on their. business in the open air, when the 
attendant of the princess called the notice o£ 
the latter to the two strangers, by this time 
not £bt £rom the house. 

Radhara looked, and both at the same time 
exclaimed, ^' They are the priests Amono and 
Phremon ;" whilst at the same time the young 
Theban recognized the sister of Cheops, whom 
he had loved in spite of fate, and rejoined in 
spite of tyranny. The boding prediction of 
the black prophet, and the difficulties and 
dangers that still surrounded them were 
banished from his mind, by the happiness of 
that moment, and when, in the transport of 
his feelings, he pressed Radhara to his heart, 
he forgot he was in the immediate vicinity of 
strangers. 

Fortunately, the whole * establishment of 
Atmo., was at the time engaged; and the 
rapture of the lovers was unwitnessed, save by 
Phremon and the faithful Nirin, who at length 
suggested that they ought immediately to adopt 
jBome plan, lest the interference of the wife of 
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the embahner should occasion them hmdranoe. 
Every one yielded to this opinion, and it was 
agreed they should proceed, without loss of 
tame, to Thebes, tiiat the princess should be 
introduced by the secret entrance, before de- 
scribed, into the great temple of Kamac ; and 
that the marriage ceremony should be there 
performed. 

No danger was apprehended from pursuit, 
as the young Egyptians, since their residence 
with the embalmer, had frequently been left 
alone for great part of the day. The avoca- 
£ons of their employers being very numerous. 

Wbe whole party now left the house, and 
proceeded as rapidly as possible towards the 
city, choosing the most unfrequented paths, 
which the young Theban, from his local know- 
ledge, was well able to point out. Not a 
being came into immediate contact with them, 
yet the same three peasants who had met them 
in the morning, appeared at a distance, to one 
of whom they again seemed objects of interest. 
Anaono was too much occupied with the de- 
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lightfiil picture hope had ponrtrayed, to observe 
this circumstance ; but Phr^mon, after hearing 
from Nirin^ the history of their escape from 
the court, felt the greatest anxiety to reach ilie 
sacred enclosure of Ammon^ and his fear 
seemed even to increase in proportion^ as the 
space diminished, that separated them from 
safety. 

Every object that he saw filled him with 
dread, and he consequently regarded the three 
peasants with much suspicion : yet they were 
quickly traversing the ground that still re- 
mained, and the passage of the Nile woxdd 
soon place them beyond pursuit. 

^^ How sweet, is it, my Radhara, to remem- 
ber the dangers that are passed,'' whispered 
Amono, ^^ and to reflect that our constancy has 
been victorious. Since that evening, so full of 
woe and feUcity, when you crowned my love 
with hope, and when the hand of faction, 
perhaps of one, who in other days was my 
friend, robbed me of a father, my life has been 
a scene of the darkest anguish ; yet could I 
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have foreseen this hour, I should have gained 
firom that sight a bahn that would at least have 
softened the cnielest wound." *- 

" I too/' repfied the princess, ^' feel that a 
weight of indescribable horror is taken from 
my heart by the present moment. Sleeping or 
waking I have been haunted, since we parted 
in the garden with the most alarming images : 
the frequent sight of Philitis, my destined 
consort, the madness of my brother, and your 
danger, filled each day with apprehension, and 
iwery night with dreams of startling import. 
Nay, more than once since my escape, I have 
heard, during the hours of darkness a voice of 
excessive sweetness, but overwhelming melan- 
choly, chanting words which have thrilled my 
▼ery soul ; but which, like those heard in 
son\e of our dreams, passed from my memory 
when morning came ; yet they seemed often to 
end with an allusion to the death of the son of 
Menes." 

^^ I would you had not heard that voice," 
said Amono. 

" And wherefore so ?" answered the princess. 
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^ Because^ my Radhara, there aie ramouni 
abroad^ that—but see, we are approaching the 
Nile, and shall' soon be within the high temple 
of Thebes*" 

^' That temple you shall never enter;" said 
an Egyptian, rushing from behind some wil* 
lows, accompanied by the same three who had 
been already twice seen in the morning. ^' I 
demand your sonrender," he continued, ^^in 
tiie name of Cheops ; and you, jNrincess, must 
return with me to the palace, where your 
absence has too long been regretted." ^ 

When Amono first saw Vaphren, (for it was 
he whom he had thus encountered,) he Mt as 
if struck by a scorching meteor; but the next 
moment recalled him to himself, and drawing 
a dagger, (with which, during the late troubles 
of his country, he had been always an^ped) 
he assailed, and stabbed to. the heart one 
of the associates of Vaphren, before that ofBuoer 
could render any assistance. 

The emissary of Philitis , was next attacked 
by the Theban ; and whilst they were engaged 
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in a fimotur sCraggIe» Phremon assaulted 
another of the band. The courage of the 
prkst -was equal to his dextarity, and he was 
not long in overpowmng his antagonist* 

In tiie meantime, however, the femaining 
fellower of VaphTe% trembling for the lattei^ 
who was grappling with a young and fierce 
opponent, fixed an arrow in the bow string, 
when, as the shaft flew firom his hand, Bad<- 
haia, who had watched the conflict with intense 
amdety, threw herself before her lover, ex- 
daiming, ^^ Thou shalt not die ; since love 
should be the shield of love/' 

Tile l»st words were choked in death, as 
transfixed by die dart, she feU at the feet of 
Amono. At this sight his arm became re- 
laxedf and he relinquished the weapon, which 
he had almost wrested from the grasp of 
Vaphren, saying at the same time to the 
latter, ^^ Take but my life, and I will yet call ^ 
thee mercifuL"" 

At this juncture, Phremon, who had slain 
his adversary, came up, and assaulting the asso- 
ciate of Philitis, who was confounded at the 
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death of the princess^ threw him violently to 
the ground^ and hurried Amono^ who scarcely 
seemed to exist, into the boat, when they 
were soon out of the reach of pursuit. 

The sorrowful Nirin, and the body of her 
unhappy mistress, were a capture little grati- 
fying to Vaphren^ and filled his patron with 
rage and discontent. The latter, however, still 
maintained his ascendancy at the court, where 
hatred against the hierarchy, so far increased, 
that the temples were at last shut* up, and 
public sacrifices prohibited. 

The younger Papres gained some advance- 
ment } yet the image of the unfortunate #iend 
of his youth was perpetually before him, and 
the words of the black prophet mixed them- 
selves in his dreams, and were heard amid the 
sweetest concerts. 

A roll of papyrus was one day thrust into 
his hand by an Egyptian, completely muffled, 
who immediately disappeared. He opened it, 
and read as follows :— 

* The great impiety of Cheops is particularly noticed 
by Herodotus, as well as his tyranny. 
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^ Amono is safe from tyranny, since the 
dead can even defy despots : and the artifice 
of his friends has been so fax successfril, as to 
contrive that the unhappy Radhara should 
repose near him 5-— one recess holds them both, 
wrapt in impenetrable darkness, and in the 
centre of a labyrinth, that derides scrutiny. 
He frequently spoke of thee with affection, and 
entirely acquitted thee of the murder of his 
frtther, though the circumstance of thy dagger 
being found in his body might well create 
suspicion. Of this particular thou art perhaps 
ignorant ; but if thou art innocent of the 
deed, come this night to the Nile, and having 
waved a torch three times, plunge it into 
the water; — a signal which will be received with 
joy» by him who traces these characters." 

The scroll dropped from his hand as he read 
the last of its contents. He remembered giving 
the dagger to Vaphren, and at once saw how 
that perfidious officer had employed it, to 
prevent a reconciliation with the Theban. 

When darkness came on, he repaired to the 
river, and with a trembling hand, and a dis- 
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tracted mind^ gave the reqae||ed token ; wben^ 
as the torch was qg^enched^ an inviiuble speaker 
said^ ^' O ! that the voice of mortals looight 
reach the dead : then would I tell Amono tiiat 
Papres is innocent; but^ it*^ is well,— -may the 
gods protect thee/' 

The young Egyptian was perhaps relieved by 
this last act^ yet he had received a shock £rom 
which he could not recov^, and the remainder 
of bis life was lost in the terrible apathy of 
phrensy, in which the songs of the wild pro- 
phet seemed alone to console him. 

Egypt long groaned beneath the despotism 
of Cheops, and the pyramids said to have 
been the production of that age, are described 
by history as the monuments, not of triumph, 
but of the degradation of the Egyptians. 
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A DssiRB of penetrating the future has 
ever formed a prominent characteristic of the 
human mind : the motions of the planets^ and 
the straggles of victims on the altar ; the 
entrails of sacrifices, and the notes and fljght 
of birds, have all been subservient to the 
gmtificalion of the same propensi^ ; nor has 
the happiness, more than the woe of the 
present hour, been able to extinguish, in the 
heart of men, the wish of knowing what is to 
come ; in the hope of finding the former 
perpetual, or the latter likely to change. This 
desire may probably excite the wpnder of few ; 
yet if the complexion of life is for ever 
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checkered, it must be far from conducive to 
tranquillity, since an insight into futurity, 
whether fancied or real, is but an anticipation 
of fresh scenes of perplexity, which torments 
the mind with cares still distant, and clouds 
the time immediately before us, with per- 
turbation not its own. 

Chephren, king of Egypt, and his prede- 
cessor Cheops,* — ^whose joint reigiis had filled a 
century — ^were no more ; the age of Egyptian 
degradation had passed away, leaving the most 
stupendous worksf of art as monuments of 

* It may not be improper to remark that the. monarch 
who reigned before Chephren is called, by Diodoms, 
Cheipbes ; but the identity of tfie- latter with Cheops 
appears from several particulars. Thus they are both 
said to have been succeeded by Chephren ; both are 
described to have been impious and tyranDical ; and 
the erection of the greatest of the pyramids is assigned 
to them, by Herodotus and Diodorus^ respectively. It 
seems little less than certain that the Egyptian kings 
had more than one name. 

t Chephren^ as well as Cheops, is said to have erected a 
vast pyramid, and to have equalled his predecessor in 
tyranny.— See the Euterpe of Herodotus, chap. 127. 
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the calamities by wMch it had been darkened. 
The power of the last named monarchs, how- 
ever great, served but to devote their memory 
to infamy, since it was abused to the purposes 
of despotism : nor although their bodies re- 
posed in untrodden and inviolable solitude,* 
could ' the gloom of the highest antiquity 
Suffice to cover their names from the reproach 
of succeeding times. 

' It was spring ; and the heaKts of men 
yielded with delight to the call of nature, in 
the happy valley of the Nile, where Myce- 
rinus the virtuousf had just ascended ,the 
throne of his ancestors to dispel, by the mUd- 

* Cheops is said to have been placed after death in a 
subterranean chamber beneath the pyramid he had 
erected, and we may presume that Chephren intended the 
one he built to be applied to a similar pmpose. — See the 
Euterpe of Herodotus, chap. 127. 

t The great virtue of Mycerinus, who \b said by He- 
rodotus to have reigned after Chephren, is highly cele- 
brated. — See the Euterpe of that historian, chap. 129. 
^liis statement is confirmed by Diodorus, who, as well as 
the author above quoted, places Mycerinus after Chephren. 
VOL. II. y 
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nes8 and rectitude of his administration, the 
winter of tyranny which had long oppressed 
the minds^ and frozen the energies of the sons 
of Mizndm. 

The utmost joy was occasioned by the ac- 
cession of the new prince^ who had given 
early tokens of the benevolence and justice, 
which afterwards distinguished him ; and that 
joy was confirmed^ when tiie temples were 
. re-opened,* and an order proclaimed to renew 
the observance of the ancient religion, and 
celebrate as before the festivals of the gods. 

The first of these sacred feasts was held at 
Bubastis, which city the young king prepared 
to visit in person ; and it was universally ex- 
pected, tha,t an xmparaUeled concourse of 
persons would assemble thither, to behold the 

• Herodotus tdls us expressly that Mycerinus, on as- 
cendiug the throne of Egypt, found the people worn down 
to the very, extremity of wretchedness, by the reckless 
tyranny of his two predecessors^ and that he began his 
reign by opening the temples which they had shut up, 
and ordering the public sacrifices to be renewed.^ — See th% 
last quoted anthority. 
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restoration of their country's rights^ and the 
prince by whom it had been effected. Egypt, 
accordingly, from Elephantis to the marshes, 
was a scene of inexpressible animation ; and 
die Nile, as it flowed on beneath a sky of 
sunshine and unclouded blue, was agitated by 
the swift career of innumerable barks, all 
wafting towards the same point, delighted 
groups of aU ages and either sex, from whom 
resounded die mingled harmony of music and 
song, that challenged each city in their course 
to rush forth on the hallowed stream, and 
swell the pomp and numbers of the procession. 

Throughout the vernal day a yariety of 
Tcssels, decorated with more or less magnifi- 
cence, displayed the gradations of affluence or 
rank : and when the warm and gemal night 
closed over the river, a quick succession of 
lamps and torches, the symphony of soft pipes, 
the bursts of laughter, and the Uvely beat of 
the krotalum, still revealed the course of the 
happy sons of Mizraim, as they sought the 
venerable shrine of Bubastis.^ 

♦ Seven great festiirals are enumerated by Herodotus^ 

P 2 
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The priest and the warrior, tiie physician 
and the husbandman, chased each other on the 
i^tream in motley confusion : care was banished 
from every heart, and every tongue, in that 
vast multitude, dilated with ecstacy on the new 
aspect of affairs, and the opening virtues of the 
young monarch. These meetings were also 
attended with fairs, so that large quantities of 
each species of merchandize were brought to- 
gether from all parts of the country; and 
whilst the young were occupied with the anti- 
each held at a different city, and celebrated in honour of a 
different divinity. The first of these was solemnized at 
Bubastis, to Artemis or Diana, and it far surpassed all 
the rest in the numbers by which it was attended. The 
whole scene here described is in strict accordance with 
the account given by the author above-mentioned, of the 
manner in which the Egyptians used to assemble from 
jblU parts of the country towards Bubastis, and the same 
historian says, more wine was consumed at this feast than 
in all the rest of the year. The krotalum was probably 
a kind of Castanet, and was played by some of the 
women, whilst others sang or played on pipes. — See the 
Euterpe of Herodotus, chapters 69 and 60.. 
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cipation of pleasure and novelty, many of the 
elder Egyptians were engaged in the calculation 
of the profits likely to resxdt from the exten- 
sive sale of their goods, to whidb they looked 
forward among so large an assembly. 

From his palace gardens, which commanded 
a Tiew of the Nile, Mycerinus rejoiced in the 
sight of happiness, of which he was the 
instrument ; and his heart expanded with 
generous rapture, as he beheld the river con- 
verted into a floating realm; — so completely 
did the whole nation appear to have abandoned 
earth, and to have become, for a time, in- 
habitants of the watery element. 

It was not long before he himself left 
Memphis, where the court then resided, and 
repaired northwards, attended by the high 
priests of Apis and Vulcan, together with a 
large train, consisting as well of the sacred as 
the military order, and accompanied by his 
queen, Sathren, and Lalaris, his only daughter, 
scarcely yet verging into wolnanhood. 

The city of Artemis was soon thronged by 
arriving multitudes, and the various festivities 
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of the season instantly commenced^ which^ on 
this occasion, were greatly augmented by the 
number of persons of distinction, who assem* 
bled from every district^ eager to behold the 
prince, the beginning of whose reign appeared 
so auspicious. 

Amongst the nobles who thus visited Bu* 
bastis^ was Mentro, an o£5cer of much ability, 
to whom was confided the command of 
Pelusium,"^ tiie most important of all the 
mouths of the Nile. 

On reaching the city he immediatdy sought 
a communication with the king ; and informed 
him, that just before he embarked, a ship had 

* The city of Pelusium was situated at the mouth of 
tiie eastern branch of the Nile, and was perhaps Hie 
moat important post of all Egypt, since it commanded 
the only point by which it was accessible on the east, 
namely, the isthmus between the Mediterranean sea, and 
the Arabian gulph. As the eastern hordes were among 
the most terrible of the foes of Egypt, the necessity of 
guarding this frontier must have been early felt, and we 
find accordingly that Pelusium was strongly fortified in 
very ancient times. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THB ORACLE OF WOS. 108 

been driven on the north-east coast of Egjrpt, 
and that all the crew had perished^ except one 
man, whom, in pursuance of the regulations 
respecting strangers^* he had brought with 
him^ in order to answer any interrogations the 
monarch might wish to put to him. 

" Of what nati(m is he ?" demanded My- 
cexinus. 

^^ He comes from tiie norths great prince/' 
(answered the officer,) and bis white skin and 
flowing hair, as well as his dress and arms 
shew him to be a native of that region, whose 
daring and restless inhabitants live as much on 
the sea as on the land^ and destroyed, some 

* The ancient Egyptians were averse from mixing with 
foreigners, and would not receive any vessels into the 
mouths of the Nile, and for a very obvious reason : their 
trade was chiefly by land, and they consequently main- 
tained no fleets. They had therefore no means of retali- 
ating- piratical invasions ; Sesostris, indeed, contravened 
this policy, and under his directions, the Egyptians be- 
came powerful at sea ; this change^ however, was not 
permanent. 
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ages since; one of the proudest cities of 
Asia."* 

^^ Is it so ?" replied the king; ^* I like not 
those intruders. Let him appear before me 
early to-morrow, and, in the mean time, I 
commend thy diligence." 

The royal train having just arrived at 
Bubastis were sitting in a light pavilion, when 
the above communication was made ; and the 
curiosity of Lalaris being excited by what she 
had heard, she enquired still farther respecting 
the stranger, and the following dialogue passed : 

^^ Does this unhappy foreigner really come 
from that nation, the tales of whose valour and 

• The Egyptians were not ignorant of the aflfair of 
Helen, and the consequent destruction of Troy, for 
Herodotus received an account of that transaction from • 
the priests according to which Helen never visited Troy, 
though the Greeks, not believing she was in Egypt, be- 
sieged, and sacked that city ; yet the priests told Hero- 
dotus she was in Egypt all the time at the palace of 
Proteus. — See this story in the Euterpe of Herodotus, 
commencing at chap. 113. 
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deeds so much delight me? If so, let me 
entreat my fiither to make one promise/' 

" And what request is there that I would 
not grant to my gentle Lalaris ? But why are 
you thus anxious about this shipwrecked 
stranger ? And what is it in those Achseans,^ 
which thus captivates your imagination ?" 

" I know not, for I have never seen one of 
their race 5 but I have heard they speak a 
language, whose richness and harmony charm 
the sense ; and that they wander over the 
sea in swift vessels, ever panting for adven- 
ture : that they are all warriors, and that the 
same hands can hurl a spear with resistiess 
force, and touch the harpf of their country in 
sweet accordance with their impassioned songs. 
But, I return to my request, which is, that you 
will not dismiss the stranger, before I have 

* The Greeks were d^ominated Achseans in very 
ancient tunes. Homer constantly calls them so. 

+ The ancient Greeks seem to have been as skilful in 
music as in war. Who does not remember the pathetic 
scene at the tent of Achilles, where that hero is repre- 
sented, soothing the distress of his mind^ with the harp. 

F 3 
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at leasfc seen the foorra^ and lieard the voice of 
one whose nation interests me so deq[>ly/' 

" It will be easy to comply with this desire^ 
but your expectation will probably be disap- 
pointed; for, to say the truth, you haw© 
indeed drawn a splendid picture of those 
royers." 

The remainder of tiie day wfls passed in the 
utmost hilarity; and the next morning, after the 
due performance of sacrifice,* the foreigneir 
was introduced by Mentro, together with an 
interpreter, — ^found with great difficulty, — to 
the presence of Mycerinus. 

The stranger was clad in a loose robe and 
sandals made of skin : a faulchion was sus- 
pended at his side, his long hair was partially 
confined by a golden dasp, the form of which 
represented the insectf that chirps upon the 

♦ One of the first duties to the performance of which 
the Egyptian monarchs were daily summoned, was to 
attend the sacrifices, at which time he was obliged to 
listen to. a long list of virtues inculcated by the priest — 
See the first book of Diodorus. 

t The inhabitants of Attica boasted themselves to be 



Digitized by V^jOOQIC 



THB ORAGLBI OF WOB. 107 

trees^ in the hour of eastern summer ; and no 
one who looked upon his features^ which 
might have served a sculptor for a model of 
perfect manly beauty ; no one who beheld the 
air of ind^endence that beamed firom his 
eyes could doubt for a moment he was gazing 
on the countenance of a Greek. He stood 
unawed in the presence of the monarch of 
Egypt ; nor did tiie conviction that he was 
among a people inimical to foreigners^ deprive 
him of that ease aiid self-possession which 
appeared from his physiognomy inseparable 
from his nature^ and in answer to the questions 
of Mycerinus, he thus spoke :— 

*^ My name is Aithallon, which^ in my lan- 
guage, signifies ^the ever floiirishing ;* and 
I boast myself to belong to that great nation 
which sprang, of old, from the earth it cul- 
tivates ; — ^whose country is half surrounded by 

indigenous, and as a token of this circumstance^ wore 
in their hair an ornament made in the form of a certain 
insect called by the Greeks tettix, which was a kind of 
grasshopper. 
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the ocean,* and whose capital is sacred to the 
divine Athens. But my name accords ill with 
the circumstances of my life; since, from 
earliest childhood, I have been the victim of 
misfortune. I am sprung from renowned an- 
cestors, one of whom was a companion of the 
princes who avenged the wrongs of Helen : 
and my &ther possessed a certain portion of 
com land, near the southern coast of our 
country, of which, as well as his liberty, he 
was deprived, in the same night, by a sudden 
invasion of pirates, who, having wasted with 
fire and sword whatever they could not carry 
oflF, hurried away my parents, together with 
me their only child, to a certain island, which 
seemed their common place of meeting, as we 
found many more like themselves in that 
region. I was then scarcely past the age of 
infancy, and was alive only to the terror of 

* The southern extremity of Attica, which is terminat- 
^ by the promontory of Sunium, is half surrounded by 
the sea; having on the east the ^gean, and on the 
west the Saronic gulph. 
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the scene ; yet though I could not' appreciate 
the important reyolution in which we were 
inyolved, I well remember the expression of 
grief on the features of my parents as they 
iooked back, for the last time^ on our late 
possessions, which were either blazing or 
already reduced to ashes. 

"My mother did not long survive these 
cabmities ; but my father and I still lived in 
the same island, the slaves of the pirates, till 
we were separated by an accident. The eye 
of childhood does not investigate reasons, and 
I am, therefore, ignorant why it was that 
some of the wild rangers of the sea, by whom 
we had been captured, prepared to leave their 
principal station, taking my father along with 
them. I only ca3l to mind that, being alone 
with me for a few moments, he pressed me in 
his arms, and, whilst tears flowed from his 
eyes, conjured me never to forget those sim- 
ple lessons of virtue which he had constantly 
laboured to instil into my mind, adding one 
or two particulars with regard to our family. 
1 wept, for I loved my father, and could not 
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endure to see him in pain ; but our conference 
was soon broken oflF by a summons to the 
vessel, and we heard no more of those whom 
it conveyed away, till another galley visited 
our island, which brought back a few of the 
same men .who had departed with my pso^nt. 
From them we learned they had, in their 
voyage, been overtaken by a storm, which 
drove them on some coast where aU had 
perished, except the few then amongst us, who 
had contrived (supported by pieces of the 
wreck) to struggle with the waves till they 
were taken up by a certain vessel. 

^* I now felt that I was indeed alone ; and, 
retiring, on the first opportunity, to a solitary- 
spot on the island, gave way at once to a tor- 
rent of grief; and, having thus somewhat re- 
lieved myself, I proceeded to draw, in the 
sand, the figure of my father; and then^ 
imitating his voice as nearly^ as I could, , listen- 
ed to the echo which was there very distinct, 
tin I almost fancied the spirit of my sire was 
around me. Would that he had indeed been 
sleeping beneath the waves, and that the 
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Borrow, wfaicli then seemed so intolerable^ had 

been tiie greatest his son was ever doomed to 

bear \ but why should I anticipate the seqnel 

of my story ? perchance I grow tedious to the 

4nonarch of Egypt/' 

Mycerinus had now become deeply interest- 
ed in the stranger, and replied :— 

*^ Proceed Acheean ; I could hsten to thee 
for ever;'' and the Greek continued as 
follows : — 

^^ Time passed on/ and I nearly forgot the 
calamity I had sustained; for the pains and 
pleasures of extreme youth are Hke feathers float- 
ing on a swift torrent. My activity and address 
made me a favourite with the pirates ; and, as 
soon as I was able to manage an oar, I began 
to accompany them in some of their minor 
expeditions, and soon became an adept in the 
knowledge they possessed,; so that they fre- 
quently said I should one day become a bold 
adventurer. 

^^ Yet, either from the force of early im- 
pressions, or some peculiarity in my disposi- 
tion^ I felt a distaste to the mode of life into 
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which I was thrown; and this feeling was 
strengthened by the atrocities I often saw 
practised. I have frequently known my com- 
panions lie concealed, for a whble day^ in 
some lonely creek, scarcely breaking, by a 
single word^ the silence that was only inter- 
rupted by the murmuring water incessantly 
chafing the rocks that rose above us ; till, at 
the approach of night, we left our retreat, and, 
stealing on some defenceless coast, while the 
stroke of an oar was hardly audible, we would 
rush at once on the inhabitants of a devoted 
settlement, waste it with fire and sworf, and 
return, with the spoils, to our vessels ; whilst 
the screaming captives heard, in the crackling 
embers of their blazing homes, their doom of 
wretchedness and dishonour.* A few were 
always left to guard the galleys^ whilst the 

♦ ITie account here given corresponds with what 
Tliucydides says of the piracies of ancient times, to 
which actions no disgrace was then attached ; but, on 
the contrary, they were esteemed honourable, if carried 
on under certain restrictions. — See his history of the 
Peloponnesian war, book 1 . chap. 6. 
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rest were plundering ; and I always contrived 
to be of the former number, in order, at least, 
to escape the necesinty of aiding the violence 
I was unable to avert. But I hasten to the 
next event of impprtance that befel me, the 
influence of which has, forever, robbed me of 



"-I had reached my eighteenth summer, 
when my companions left our island intending 
to make an incursion on the territory to the 
west of us, from which expedition I, however, 
«nanaged to be excluded, 

^ They left us with the most sanguine expec- 
• tation of success ; but their prize far exceeded 
their anticipation, for, landing on the shore of 
Aigolis — a region of that country which gave 
birth to Helen — ^they fell in with an affluent 
family, who where travelling northwards to- 
wards the strip of land which, stretching from 
»ea to sea, connects the island of Pelops with 
the other territories of the Achaeans, and is 
tbe seat of an ancient city. The company 
tKus encountered by the pirates was numerous; 
but the latter yrere well armed, and innured 
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to battle ; and the few among tte formo' 
who were able to make resistance^ being easily 
orerpowered, the robbers quickly prevailed, 
and soon returned to us loaded with on im- 
mense booty.' Amongst the spoil was a fe- 
male captive, who, as I afterwards learned, 
was the only daughter of the intercepted tra- 
veller. But how shall I describe the beauty 
of that form, or express the agony that thrilled 
in my heart as I beheld her rudely landed on 
our abode of outrage ? She appeared of my 
own age ; her figure was tall and fragile; and 
whilst tears trembled in her eyes, and her 
bosom was throbbing, as with the presage of 
a dreadful fate, she cast on one of the fierce 
spirits around her a glance of supplication, 
which r thought jnight have melted rocks, 
and was about to make some request, when 
our leader called his men to attend to the 
galleys, and, bidding me convey the captive 
to our principal cave, went to assist in disem- 
biEurking the remainder of the booty. 

" O Eloanthe ! then were we first alone to- 
gether; then was compotmded the first drop 
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of ike poison, wbidi has since oontaminated the 
Bteam of my life. Yet was there a bright- 
ness ia that hour which will ever live in 
memory ; and on the relation of which I lin- 
ger, for a moment, ere I hasten to the dark* 
neas which lay beyond it. 

^ When all the pirates were ont of sight, 
she looked at me with inexpressible sweetness, 
and, encouraged probabl/ by my countenance, 
said, in accents o£ the wildest emotion : — 

^ ^ If there is any pity in thy heart, protect 
me from violence ; or, if that is impossible, at 
least give me that dagger, that I may escape 
by the only path now left me.' 

" With these words she would have thrown 
herself at my feet ; but I prevented her, and 
iq)lied, with ardour :— 

"*Be comforted, lovely stranger; I will 
«t*>e, to the utmost, to save thee from wrong; 
but the robbers are many and powerful, and 
we must act with caution/ 

^ I then conducted her to a solitary retreat 
in ihe south-east part of the island, and . 
directed her to conceal herself in a small 
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cavern on the sea-shore^ which was frequented 
by none but myself; and, promising to visit 
her as soon as possible, hurried to the chief 
station of the pirates. Fortunately they yrere 
all still occupied with the vessels, so that none 
of them had observed my movements ; ^and 
when, at length, they sought the cave, I met 
them with loud cries, and, pointing to the cliff 
which it overlooked, Exclaimed : — 

'^ ' Save the beautiful captive ! she has 
thrown herself from the rock, and is drown* 
ing.' 

Then seeming to strain my eyes in the same 
direction, I continued :— • 

" ^ You are come too late ; her despair has 
conquered.' 

^^ On this a clamour of dissatis£Eiction arose, 
and I was accused of neglect by a hundred 
voices dt once. When, however, I was alllMr- 
ed to speak, I described, with such apparent 
earnestness, the pretended resignation she had 
at first affected, so as to preclude all suspicion, 
and the rapidity with which she suddenly 
threw herself from the cUff, exchaming ; — ^ I 
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fly from tyranny,* — ^that I succeeded in calm- 
ing €heir resentment^-^axcircumstance much 
aided by the largeness of their booty, since 
good fortune is wont to make men placable. 

" * Are there no more women in the world,' 
said our leader, ' that ye are all thus dejected 
at the loss of an impetuous girl ? BeUeve me, 
Uiere are dark eyes enough still left; let us 
therefore rate that youth no more ; he is al- 
ready an active comrade, and will soon be as 
careful as any« of us, to prevent the escape of 
a prize like that we have now lost.' 

" Every one seemed to acquiesce in these 
sentiments, and the hour of banquet came ; 
after which they all drank more deeply than 
usual,, on accoimt of their late success, and 
were soon a prey td^ intoxication, — ^not ex- 
cepting the chief himself. 

*^ This was the moment I had expected ; 
seizing, therefore, a certsan quantity of the 
treasure amassed by the robbers, I called 
one or two slaves, who had been originally 
captured, and were retained about the person 
of the leader of our band, and told them I 
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would instantly accuse them to their master 
of having conspired to rob and murder him^ 
unless they would aid me in escaping that very 
night from the islet, when I would give thena 
their freedom and a considerable reward. They 
were too prudent to refuse this alternative, 
and, instantly repairing to the shore, we got 
ready one of the smaller vessels, which we 
quickly stored with necessaries ; and I had 
soon the delight of raising the "gail that wafted 
me from the coast in a southward direction, 
together with the being I had thus rescued-. 
Never shall I forget the ardent simplicity with 
which she expressed her gratitude, nor the 
confidence which her pure and innocent breast 
reposed in me; whilst, on my part, when I 
beheld the moon reflected in the calm sea, 
through which I was gently gUding before a 
summer gale, with so lovely a creature by my 
side^ I wished that the whole world was one 
vast ocean, illuminated by that same soflb 
light, that we might, for ever, have sailed thus 
- together far from the track of mortals. 

^^ She told me her name was Eoanthe, which 
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dgidfies, in our idiom^ ' the flower of the dawn ;* 
and gave me the history of her capture^ when 
travelling with her father^ as ahove related ; 
and^ m condusion, determined it would be 
best to seek her parents in the city already 
alluded to^ which occapies the narrow outlet 
rf the land of Pelops. Her slightest wish 
was s law I coxdd not oppose ; but the ele- 
ments are reckless of human desires, and 
some days passed before we could reach the 
proposed point. They were days of suspense 5 
fmr I constantly feared we might meet some 
of the pirates^ or that our provisions would 
be exhausted before we should arrive at a 
place of safety : they were also days of 
happiness; since they were passed with 
Eoanthe^ whose affection I hourly won. Yet 
if we must appreciate things by their effects, 
if the brow of tike precipice is dangerous, 
though the flowers which adorn it are bright 
and fragrant, then,, indeed, were they,^^ me, 
days of darkness and peril. - 

At length, however, we reached the end of 
our coiunse, and, oati enquiry, rejoiced to find 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



120 THS ORACIiE OF WOE. 

that the &ther of her whom I had preserved 
was still at Ephyre^* in the deepest dejectioR 
at the loss of his daughter. That despondency 
was soon changed into rapture^ when he onoe 
more embraced his child^ snatched from the 
most appalling danger; whilst I^ who haid - 
borne such a distinguished part in these trans- 
actions^ was recognized as the occasion oftiheir 
happiness^ and invited to be a guest of the 
family with whom I had thus become acquaint* 
ed. 

<' For three days I was entertained, with 
the utmost hospitality, at Ephyre, my passion 
for Eoanthe still increasing ; and an expecta- 
tion gradually gaining possession of my mind 
that, when I should declare my descent to 
her fatiier, and the estate of which I was 
heir in my own country, I should meet with 
no opposition from him, whilst I yielded to 
the pleasing conviction that I was already se- 
cure of his daughter's consent to our connec- 
tion. My prospect of the future was indeed 

* Ephyre was the aDcient name of Corinth. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE ORACIiB OF WOE. 121 

isT from dear ; but ^outh is not the season 
for nice calculations, and my total inexperience 
of men and things, together with the vehe- 
mence of hope, led me to conclude with bold- 
ness. There were, however, some circum- 
stances which rather displeased me : and, es- 
pecially, the distant behaviour of a kinsman 
of my host somewhat abated the com- 
placency with which I regarded all around 
me. His name was Philomaches, which sig- 
nifies : ^ The lover of battle ;' and I could not 
but observe, during the banquet of the last 
two days, that his brow was darkened by an 
expression of resentment; that he watched 
every movement of Eoanthe with the keenest 
scrutiny, and that his eye, whenever it met 
mine, spoke imequivocally of hatred. 

" It wa3 not long before I discovered the 
reason of all this; for, when unable to en- 
dure fiurther the uncertainty of my situation, I 
ventured to explain my sentiments with regard 
to Eoanthe, and when, having discoursed with 
ardour on the greatness of my ancestors, the 
land of which I was possessor, and, above aQ, 

VOL. II. . Q 
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the strengtih of my aftectioii, I was at length 
silent, my surprise and grief were excited to 
the highest pitchy by the answer of her father^ 
who replied : — ^That^ however the lustre of my 
descent or my own character might support 
my proposal^ he was totally unable to yield 
to my request; since a powerful and wealthy 
kinsman had already solicited .and obtained 
from him the promise of an alliance with His 
daughter. 

'^ I was soon informed this kinsman was 
Philomaches; and, from that moment^ the 
warmth, with which I had hitlierto been 
treats by my host, was changed into cold 
civility ; and I should instantly have fled from 
Ephyre had I not been detained by the tokens 
of devoted love displayed towards me by 
Eoanthe. This circumstance was discovered 
by her father and his kinsman ; the rage of 
the latter knew no boimds when he perceived 
th4t my psission was indeed returned, and I 
Was, atf length, told that my presence was no 
longer a SOtUrce of gratification tbmy host. 
My blood kmdled at tius intimation, and tiie 
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fire of pri^ burnt on my cheel^, I endeavour- 
^ to speak; but coi4d not^ till at length, 
partly r^oovering myself I j^tamped on the 
groimd excJldHung irr- 

'^ ' I3 it thus tbou dishonourest the pieserver 
of thy child ? Mayest thou perish ! '* 

^' I said ; and, rushing firom the iq[>artment, 

was about immediately to .issue into : the city, 

when I encountered Eoanthe, the sight of 

whose lovely form calmed the excessive ftqry of 

the mental tempest; and I resdiv^ed once more 

to addiess, in the language of affection, the 

gentle being who had arisen, like a star from 

the bpsom of the oc^an, to illuminate the 

darkness ^f my^^pjorse. Without uttering a 

word, I point^ to a chai^ber which was open ; 

we entered it; together, aiid, haying dosed the 

door, I spoke thuS; :-— 

* This form of imprecation was in common use among 
tlie Greeks ; it is to be met with in their plays^ as also ■ 
in Homer. In the episode of Glaucus .and Diomede 
Antsea thus addresses her; husband Proetus ^— 

" Perish, O Proetus, or slay Bellerophon/' ^' 

02 
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'' ^ Had we not met a moment since, we had 
never beheld each other more ; and, as it is, 
when the torture of my heart shall have been 
augmented by this interview, I will seek my 
vessel, which, before the rising of to-morrow's 
sun, shall bear me far from Ephyre. Farewell, 
then, gentle Eoanthe ; your memory wiQ be 
for .ever dear to this breast;, and, in an hour 
of loneliness, you will haply think sometimes of 
AithaUon, the stranger of the ide.' 

^* * You cannot, you must not leave us !' she 
replied, 'remain, at least, till to-morrow, and 
I will exert my influence with my father, to 
make him change his resolution. I know his 
purpose concerning me ; but, if he loves his 
daughter, he may yet abandon it.' 

" * Alas 1' I rejoined, ' it may not be ; you 
know not aU ; even now I linger too long.' 

^ So saying, we emhracjsd each other, 
when a voice of fiiry pronounced the 
wQipds >— 

** ' Intolerable sight ! Hateful traitor !* and, 
at the same instant, Philomaches, who had 
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till now been hidden in a deep recess of the 
apartm^it, stood before us. 

^ Inexpressible was the confusion that en- 
sued; Eoanthe swooned, and my rival called 
loudly for attendants, some of whom ad- 
mmistered restoratives, whilst others were 
directed to seize me. On this I drew my 
&ulchion; and none offering to dispute my 
passage, I left the chamber, and, in a paroxysm 
bordering on insanity, hurried from that 
abode which I had entered, a few days before, 
the occasion and partaker of so much happi* 
ness. 

'^It was now evening, and I rapidly traversed 
the town ; when, as . I wi|s passing a solitary 
place leading to the shore, | heard footsteps 
behind me, and looking backwards, beheld 
Philomaches, his eyes darting fire, who ex- 
claimed : — * Coward, thou hast not escaped 
me : tarn, then, if thou daxest, and defend 
thyself against thy mortal enemy.' 

"My brain was dizzy from the effects of the 
last scene, and I scarcely comprehended what 
he said. I however, endeavoured to recal my 
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faculties^ and replied r— * Do not pursue me ; 
for I would not lift my hand against a kittdfiMm 
of Eoanthe/ 

*' * Thy cowardice shall not protect thee^ 
traitor^' he answered ; ^ confront me^ if thou 
hast the courage ; or my sword shall instantly 
lay thee in the dust. Didst thou not btti 
yesterday boast of thy ancestors ? Thy words, 
indeed are bold^ but thy heart is fearful ; and 
happy is it for those, from whom thou vauntest 
thyself to be sprung, that they do not behold 
the lustre of their names, tarnished' by thy 
degeneracy/ 

*' Stung by these words, I turned upon my 
rird, and said in a voice half-choaked with 
indignation : — ' Look on this countenance, 
and say if thou readest there a timid spirit t 
I charge thee, tempt me no farther; let it be 
sufficient t^at thou hast triumphed in de- 
priving me of my loved one : — ^remember I am 
oppressed with grief, and may be provoked/ 

" ^ Thy loved one ? Presumptuous ! Believe 
me, in naming her, thou hast sealed thy de- 
struction. Thou hast stolen her aflection; 
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nor if thou hadst a hundred lives, would they, 
be able to satiate my vengeance/ 

"' What folly is this !' (I rejoined,) ' am i 
a divinity ? and can I rule the heart ? I 
indeed preserved her, and endured for her 
sake unnumb^r^ perils; but how ^ve I thus 
deserved thy enmity ? I love her, moreover, 
but how do 1 therefore merit thy taunts ?., 
Must the breasts of mortals be swayed by thy 
will alone? What V^ew I of thy passip^, 
before my own bosom was kindled ? Retire, 
fierce o^e, and control thy madness ; enjoy 
what fortune has granted thee, and incense not 
the desperate/ 

Thus saying, I turned away ; when he re- 
pUed, f Perish then in thy tiniidity \ whilst 
thy blood shall be so tinged by the hue of 
terror, as scarcely to dye my blade/ 

^' I could endure no more $ words came not 
to my relief 3 I agm faced my opponent : 
our hands were reared together ; and after a 
9hort but furious conflict, I laid him in death 
i^t my feet. The sight of this act of my OMm 
hand, made me shudder; and I fled from the 
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spot with the utmost precipitancy; reached 
the point where my vessel was floating; hoisted 
tiiesail; and rushed forth into the sea, that 
lies south of Ephyre. 

" I was now on the .full torrent of my evil 
destiny, which relaxed not its violence for a 
moment, but hurled me firom precipice to 
precipice, into the gulph of despair. I was 
incensed with maukind, and resolving to be at 
war with my species, collected aroimd me 
some restless, licentious spirits, and became a 
daring piitite. Why should I linger over this 
period of my life, or pause as I approach the 
last dreadful scene of my career ? 

^' On the eastern side of the island of 
Pelops, the coast is broken and irregular; and 
the sea there chafes round many a promontory, 
behind one of which my vessel was com- 
paratively hidden, when I was informed a ship 
had just been seen, which, from its appearance, 
was carrying merchandize; and might be at- 
tapked with every chance of success. Having 
myself taken a view of my destined prize, I 
gave orders for a pursuit; nor was it long 
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before we obliged diem to fight or yield : they 
chose the former, and animated by the exampleof 
cue who seemed to act as their chief, began a 
vigorous resistance. We had, however, the 
advantage of numbers, and overpowered seve- 
ral of our opponents : yet nothing could re- 
press the courage of their leader, whose valour 
diflfiised itself amongst his surviving followers, 
whilst his own arm was as yet invincible. I 
flew to oppose him in person, and even in that 
moment of blood and tumult, was struck with 
his noble aspect, over which, the touch of 
mature age had shed its own sublimity, without 
impaiitng strength. How shall I relate the 
fearful issue of that contest ? 

*' Oh that I had fallen beneath that warrior's 
blade, and that the blood which warms my 
veins, had dyed those waves. We strove 
fiercely together; but incessant practice from 
early youth, in the island of the pirates, had 
taught me to wield my weapon with fatal 
skilly and I pierced my antagonist with a 
mortal wound, who, happening at the same ■'- 
moment to lacerate with his faulchion the 
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upper psLTt of my dress, looked on « cross^ 
traced by nature on the sddn beneath, and ex* 
claimed as he fdl^ ^Aithallon, thou hast skdn 
thy father ; why did I esoape from ihe tem- 
pest, to perish by the hand of my son ?' 

" I will not attempt to express my agofey 
on hearing these word% nor endeavour to de- 
lineate the dark and turbid dream, by which 
for a time, my senses were enthralled : yet 
insanity refused to draw its friendly veil over 
the past, and returning reason gave me back to 
the ravages of remorse. Unable any longer to 
behold those seas which had been purpled by 
the blood of a parent, I determined to abandon 
for ever Aat lovely region of the earth ; and 
with a few attendants, departed westward, in- 
tending that that shore of Lybia, which almost 
meets the northern continent, should fdone 
limit my voyage. Btft this determination was 
foiled by fresh calamity, for a violent tempest 
arose, which has thrown upon your coast a 
man, the most unhappy of his race»" 

Such was the tale of the Greek, which had 
peatly awakened the interest, and excited the 
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pity .of M yoerinus, who incited the stranger to 
remain f<»* the present at his court, promising 
to assist him with the means of reaching any 
ooontiy, he might hereafter think fit to visit. 

Aithallon jGaUed not to return his acknov- 
ledgmeats of the Egyptian's hospitality, of 
yhich he ^la^ly availed himself j and imme- 
diately became ^ guest in the palace of Bu- 
bastis, ft circumstance which afforded Lalaris 
every fiu^iUty for obtaining the view of him 
she had so much desired. Of such oppor- 
tunity she was not negligent, and greatly did 
3he envy the int€prpreter, the power of dis- 
coursing with the foreigner ip his own har- 
monious language* 

But though the Greek was luiable to hold 
verbal communication, with those whom^he 
daily met at the board of tl^e monarch of 
Egypt, except through the medium of another^ 
he, neverthejass, fixed to a high degree the 
regard of every one who beheld him, partly on 
account of his personal attractions^ and partly 
from the keenness of intellect displayed in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 THB ORACLE OF WOE. 

every observation; and more than all, the 
interest which his story had aroused in every 
one who was acquainted with it. 

This feeling was much heightened in the mind 
of Lalaris, by the cast of melancholy that 
shaded his countenance, and gready tinctured 
his discourse with colouring well suited to the 
sorrows he had undergone, nor did she omit 
daily to jiBce herself as near the interpreter 
as might be, without exciting observation, in 
order to obtain the means of exchanging sen* 
timents with the stranger of the north. 
-The conclusion of the festival of Artemis 
now approached, when towards the end of 
the day preceding that on which Mycerinus 
intended to return to Memphis, a great tu- 
mult arose in the vicinity of the palace, and 
many voices were heard in apgry altercation : 
people were seen running in all directions 
towards one spot, and the screams of women 
were distinctly perceived. The Greek was 
the first to give intelligence of this dis- 
turbance, and he at the same time went out 
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together with one or two ofScers and Mophin, 
to ascertain the occasion of it. 

The noise was by this time much in- 
creased, and following some groups who 
were rapidly walking in one direction, they 
came at length to the scene of the up- 
roar, at the house of a breeder of geese* 
named Molon, round whose door a numerous 
crowd was assembled, so many of whom were 
vociferating at once, that it was impossible 
to £nd out the cause that had drawn them thi- 
ther, or even, the subject of their discourse. The 
emissaries of the king interrogated several per- 
sons as to the reason of what they saw and 
heard, but could obtain no satisfactory answer, 
since not one of those whom they addressed, 
was acquainted with the cause of the confusion ; 
saying for the most part, they had followed 

* Vast quantities of poultry were bred in Egypt and 
the breeders formed a separate caste. The rearing of geese 
was an important trade, as this bird was much prized ; 
its flesh being amongst the food prescribed for the royal 
table, for even the diet of their kings was settled by law. 
—See the first book of Diodorus Siculus. 
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others from mere curiosity; at length they 
encountered one who had a look of more im* 
portance than the rest, and on making the 
usual enquiries^ he replied :--^ 

^' It is only Molon who has got into another 
iscrape with his three wives;* poor man, he 
has paid dearly enough for his fancies.*' 
' *^ Who is this Molon^ and of what do you 
speak ?'' asked the interpreter. 

" Is it possible then," said the first speaker? 
^ that you know nothing of that famous 
breeder of geese^ and his three no less famous 
wi^es?" 

" I am, indeed, totally ignorant with re- 
gard to him, and should be much gr^jified 
by an exphtnation of what you allude to." 

*^ His history is briefly this; he amassed 
a considerable fortune, and married a woman 
something beyond his own age, being himself 
by no means youthful; telling some of his 
firiends who wondered at his choice^ his object 

• The Egyptian priests could only marry one wife 
each^ but the other castes were allowed as many as they 
could maintain. — See the last quoted authority. 
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was to meet with a person, who having out- 
lived the frivoUties of early years, might be 
able to ammge his house, and assist him in 
carrying on his occupation. She did not dis- 
appoint him, nay isdie even surpassed his ex- 
pectations, as she not^ only managed his 
establishment, but himself also, and there 
were few follies be did not run through at her 
mstigation. She was so nigganrdly, under the 
pretext of improving his property, that he 
ooold scarcely ever invite a guest to his house ; 
and even this slight occasional indulgence 
was sure to be. followed by a severe reprimand, 
and the alarming admonition that the produce 
of many broods, had been expended in one 
banquet. All this he much disliked, being 
fond of society ; yet as he dreaded the eflEiisious 
of her anger, he did not dispute the point; 
but ventured now and then to seek abroad 
the conviviality that was denied him at home. 
Here, however, her jealousy interfered, and 
new fetters were thrown around him; tiU in 
his despair, he resolved to marry another in 
the opposite extreme of life, imagining he 
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had thus hit on the most admirable of all 
expedients. He accordingly connected him- 
self with one who had only just completed 
her twentieth year; but found himself farther 
than ever from tranquillity. Youth and age 
could not accord, and they quarrelled without 
intermission ; he had mixed fire and water, 
and what could he expect; they were only 
imanimous in worrying him : — ^as one saved, 
the other spent, and his firiends actually 
trembled for his intellects, when they were 
astonished at his determination to marry a 
third wife of middle age, who might, he 
thought, controul and temper the two extremes. 
This last connection was formed a few days 
since; and to-day, as they were all at a 
public banquet* with several others, the 
youngest of his wives, (who is fond of laughing 
at her neighbours), found some fault with the 
dress of a woman who sat at no great distance, 

• The Egyptians lived much out of doors, and often 
eat in public, according to Herodotus. The gaiety of 
the feast of Bubastis among all classes has already been 
alluded to. 
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80 loud as to be overheard by the latter. She 
retorted^ the other replied^ she spoke again 
with more asperity^ when her husband en- 
deavoured to tranquillize her, making at the 
same time, some observation with regard to 
Molon: when the eldest wife of the goose- 
breeder, (who happened to be rather deaf;, 
instantly caught fire, having been long jealous 
of her who spoke last; and thinking the ex- 
pressions she had misimderstood, confirmed 
her suspicion, she began to rate her without 
mercy, whilst Molon, by endeavouring to 
assuage, did but increase the storm/' 

At this moment, the noise was au^ented, 
more Egyptians coiitinually taking part in the 
fray, some endeavouring to end, others to 
inflame it, till she with whom the quarrel 
had originated threw a goblet at her opponent, 
and it is uncertain what would have been the 
issue of this affair, if the attention of all had 
not been diverted by an occurrence of a more 
serious nature. 

At the time the altercation broke out, the 
domestics of Molon were about to feed a sacred 



)f • Digitized by VjOOQIC 

'V 



)S8 THB ORACI^E OV W0B« 

liAwk^*^ kept with muck care by that Egyptian ? 
when hearing the uproar in the city, they ran 
out to see what it meant, foi^tting in their 
hurry to cbae the door of the apartment which 
contained the animal. He hawk, (which was 
of the krgest and fiercest species), instantly 
flew from the house, and just at the same 
time a young Ibis, much prised by the 
daughter of Mycerinus, settled on the shoulder 
of one of the officers, of whom it was very 
fond, and whom it had followed imobserved 
from the palace. 

The bird of prey which had not yet been fed, 

* Several species of birds of prey were held sacred in 
Egyptj, and kept by many families with the most as- 
siduous attention not only to their absolute wants, but 
if we may use the expression, to their luxuries. They 
were fed with the most delicious food, their plumes were 
dressed with the greatest exactness, and when they died, 
they were mourned, embalmed and buried in sacred 
sepulchres, and to kill ^y' of them was death to the 
offender, even the plea of accident could scarcely rescue 
him. — See the first book of the last named author who 
confirms his account by a curious anecdote. The Ibis' 
was one of the consecrated birds. 
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no sooner caugkt sight of the Ibi8> than ]i» eyes 
seemed to whirl m thdr sodcets ; and nnteni^* 
fied by the surroundijig crowds it made % 
fbnoiispoiiriceatthe&youriteof Lalaris. The 
band of the officer who endeavoured to proteel 
the latter, was lacerated by the beak and talons 
of the hawk, and the Greek, fearing it would at 
hat prevail, and knowing the Princess* attach- 
ment to the Ifais^ aimed a blow with the hilt of 
his &ulchion at the head of the impetuous 
bird, so powerful and exact as to bring him life* 
less to the ground. 

'^ Adiaean, thou art undone,'^ (exdaimed Mo- 
phin in a low voice) whilst at the same instant a 
tremendous outcry was raised by those who 
«tood near, and every one leaving the quarrel- 
some Egyptians, hastened some to raise the 
bawk from the ground, and others to assail with 
stones or words of rage, the cause of this new 
tumult, who was utterly at a loss to imagine 
how the death of a bird should call forth so 
much resentment. 

"Fly without losing a moment," continued 
the interpreter, (again speaking to AithaUon 
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^'shouldst lihou remain here, I swear to 
thee, that even the voice of our monarch 
oould not protect thee firom destruction/' 
Then addressing the oflEicers, '^ Guard this 
stranger to the palace/' he said, '^ whilst I en- 
deavour, at least, to moderate the fiiry of the 
populace/' 

Thus speaking he approached the bird, and 
looking at it attentively, exclaimed : ^^ Praise to 
Osiris; I yet believe, this sacred animal has 
escaped the hands of the profane one. . Egyp- 
tians, bring some restoratives quickly/' 

With these words, he attracted the attention 
of all to himself; the whole assembly pressed 
round him, each anxious to behold those de- 
monstrations of life which he had pretended to 
see in the hawk : and an opportunity was thus 
afforded for the Greek to make good his 
escape. 

The king heard, with the utmost consterna- 
tion, an account of what had passed : he 
sickened at the thought of seeing an inno- 
cent person perish before his eyes, yet he 
well knew the rancour with which his subjects 
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would pursue him^ who had insulted their 
divinity ; and it was finally resolved^ (as the 
only means of saving AithaUon) that the 
latter should depart that very night firom 
Babastis, accompanied by Mentro, who would 
easily be able to conceal him at Pelusium, 
and the rather as the stranger was as yet 
so little known. By this time it was disco- 
vered the hawk was indeed dead, and the 
people ran in crowds towards the palace with 
lond cries for vengeance : this circumstance 
bad been anticipated, and they were met by 
emissaries of Mycerinus, who affected to give 
information of the direction in which the 
foreigner had fled; feigning at the same time 
the greatest surprise, that it should ever 
have been supposed, so virtuous a monarch 
could have sheltered, for an instant, the im- 
pious stranger. During the remainder of the 
day, a hot pursuit was kept up in every part of 
the city, and the Greek vras carefully secreted, 
in the inmost recess of the royal mansion, nor 
was it until midnight, that he, protected by 
Mentro, ventured to leave Bubastis, — ^the king 
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having admonisfaed the former, to avoid, at 
least for a time, every place of public vesort, 
even in the extreme region of the Delta. 

Soon after these occunrences, the feast of 
Artemis was concluded, the Nile was again 
crowded with vessdbs, ^and the ^oourt returned 
to Memphis, to spread thence, as from a bright 
centre, the various and happy consequences, of 
a jifiit and beneficent government. In the 
mean time the beauty and accomplishments of 
Lalaris, excited universal admiration ; and 
Fhdiomis, the eldest sen of the high priest of 
Vulcan, began -to agitate serious thoughts of an 
alliance with that princess, to which his ranli^ 
especially entitled him. The approbation of 
Mycerinus was easily obtained, but when the 
subject was mentioned to his daughter, she de- 
clined marriage for* the present; the king on 

• The three chief cities of Egypt were Thebes, Helio- 
polis, and Memphis, of -which the hitter was sacred to 
Vnlcao, consequeDtly the high pri^t of that divuiity filled 
a Tery exalted station, and wrhen Merpfto became the 
seat of power, it is highly probable' tilie influence of that 
priest was greatly ao^fmented. 
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Ws part declared, he would never exert his in- 
fluence in urging her towards any connection 
against her will ; though at the same time, he 
told the pontiflF of Vulcan, he could not help 
TOhii^ that the princess had encouraged the 
advances of Phthomis^^-^a circumstance which 
he hoped 'might after all take place, since the 
constant residence of the latter in the palace* 
would afford him, and Lalaris, frequent oppor- 
txmities cf meeting. Time went on, and the 
»«»nd great festival, namely that of Isisf jq[)- 
proaehed : this was celebrated at Busiris, to 
which city the court repaired, there to diffuse 
the same hilarity which had been displayed at 
Bnbastis ; Hithomis was unremitting in his at- 
tentions to the daughter of Mycerinus, in 
^ose affections, he fancied himself making 
daily progress ; but those who looked on the 

* The Egyptian kings were constantly attended by the 
sons of the chief priests ; no slave ever approached the 
royal person.— See the first book of the last quoted 
author. 

t For an account of the festival of Isis, which is the 
•wond of the seven feasts mentioned by Herodotus. — 
Seethe Euterpe of that author, chap. 61. 
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affiiir with unprejudiced eyes saw plainly^ that 
he was construing the mere courtesy of the 
princess into a proof of a wanner feeling. She 
herself^ was evidently dejected, even when she 
most strove to appear otherwise ; yet she drew 
an impenetrable veil over the secret of her 
thoughts, and whenever her fiither rallied her 
on account of her melancholy, she affected to 
join in the laugh against herself. 

Whilst these things were transacting, Aith- 
allon remained concealed at Pelusium; and 
Mentro had dispatched a messenger to inform 
the Egyptian monarch, the Greek had escaped 
all observation, and that it was hoped the afSair 
of the hawk was forgotten: the governor added, 
that his guest was in no immediate hurry to 
quit Egypt, being engaged in learning its lan- 
guage and customs, in order to avoids for the 
future, the commission of errors, like that which 
had invplved him in so much danger at Bu- 
bastis. 

This messenger was the same Egyptian who 
has already been introduced to the reader as 
the interpreter : he arrived at Busiris just be- 
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fere the conclusion of the feast of Isis, and 

^^^ing finished his commission, was hastening 

^ depart, when he fell in with one of the atten- 

^ts of Lalaris, who commenced the following 

<lialogue ': 

" Mophin, you look important : why are you 
iii such a hurry to leave us ? stay but till to- 
morrow, when the rites of our great divinity 
^ be completed/' 

*I may not delay my departure a single 
'^'^^ j know you not how necessary I am to the 
^^«iiem stranger ?*' 

' I am literally sick of that intruder, whose 
^^S name I can scarcely articulate ; and who 

lino 

Or^ated nothing but confusion, since his 
^l amongst^ us/* 
, '*^f' you knew as much as I, you would per* 
^ ^ Vdc still more vehement." 

^^That has happened, in the name of Osiris ? 
^ love me Mophin, conceal nothing from 
„ * Remember I am absolute, and will know 

X did but jest Medra; but indeed I was 
d by Mentro to return as speedily as 

V}Jj. II. H 
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possible, or I would willingly remain here or 
any where else to enjoy yonr society ; you see, 
therefore, I must be gone/' 

^' Do nc^ imagine you can deceive me. I am 
sure you were in earnest with regard to the 
Achaean, and I therefore give you the choice of 
two things : — either relate at once all you know 
of him, or never behold my face more." 

" Lovely Medra, what do you demand ! is it 
right to divulge secrets ?" 

" You are caught then by your own words^ 
and admit you are acquainted witii the secret, 
which however, it seems you will not communi- 
cate to me. Farewell ; — I am gone.'" 

^^ Stay, my own Medra, and hear me."' 

" I will listen to nothing but what I ask ; nor 
can I value the affection of him who denies me 
his confidence." 

" You know I would not refuse you any- 
thing, tmless — " 

^* I know you have refused to tell me what I 

ish to learn : but I have trifled too long, and 

now see that Mdphin does not really love me." 

^^ I intreat you, Medra, do not speak farther 
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on this sulbject; and not to regard, widi such 
displeasure, my silence as to a point which 
concerns others.'^ 

'^ Are you deaf, or have you lost yonr under* 
standing ? I desire to know what that secret is 
respecting the foreigner, with which request, if 
you are ixnwilling to comply, embark on yonder 
stream : but when the feast of Sais shall come, 
aiKi when the whole extent of Egypt, shall cele* 
brate with a universal blaze*, the orgies of 

• Tbe third great Egyptian festival was celebrated at 
Sais, a city on the western branch of the Nile, in honour 
of Minerva^ and on a certain night during this feast, there 
was a gooieral illumination throughout Egypt, concerning 
the reason of which Herodotus is silent, only saying there 
was a sacred story regarding it. I shall, however, offer 
a theory as to this question, which they who think it 
worth while may consider. We are told by Diodorus that 
most of the Grecian gods were derived from Egypt, and 
that one of the five primary divinities of that nation was 
air or aether, which diviniity, Minerva properly repre- 
sented, and the Sicilian figurther tells us, she was called 
The Blue Eyed, not becanse her eyes were blue, but on 
account of the colour of Uie sky. It being established 
then that sether was the divinity whose rites were solem- 
nized at Sais, is it impossible the illumination was in* 

ri 2 
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the sacred nighty then seek some other Egyp- 
tian to float with thee upon the Nile^ amid the 
harmony of pipes, and the waving of the ac- 
cacia ; nor imagine Medra will meet thee 
there/' 

^^ Alas, alas ! I can resist you no longer, pro- 
mise me then, tiiat you will not mention to any 
one what I shall communicate, and promise me 
also, my invincible Medra, that you will meet 
me at Sais/' 

^^ Most gladly I agree to this ; therefore 
speak without hesitation." 

^* The sum then of what I have to impart 
amounts to this, that Aeithallon is likely to 
drive us all to distraction : he has not longbeeii 
a resident with Mentro, yet the daughter of 

tended to represent the stars which every where adorn 
the sky } Nor shall we be at a loss as to the reason for 
keeping this secret, the profound author of the divine 
legation having set this question at rest : for in his book 
concerning the mysteries, he shows that the circumstance 
of the divinities being nothing but representations of ani- 
mals or elements. Was carefully veiled from all but the 
initiated,— See the second book of Warburton's divine 
legation of Moses. 
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that governor has ahnost lost her wits on his 
aooount, whilst he, whoUy regardless of her, is 
on fire with a passion for Lalaris. Night and 
day he studies our language, and I, (who hare 
the misfortune to be an interpreter) can scarcely 
obtain an hour's sleep, for I am no sooner free 
firom him, than I am attacked by Naphrenis, 
who is on her part anxious to obtain all the 
knowledge possible of his idiom, to enable 
her to cohyerse with him. I thus often 
utter -my sentiments in the language of the 
north when I should speak Egyptian, and re* 
eeive a vacant stare instead of an a^swer; 
whilst my thoughts are as confused as the water 
that is dashed into foam at the falls of the 
NUe." 

'' And does the audacious intruder expect to 
gain the affections of our princess V 

" I know not that, though nothing seems im- 
possible to him. . He is the object of admiration 
wherever he is. seen, and his eyes pierced the 
heart of the daughter of Mentro at their fibrat 
^icoimter. But I must hasten northwards ;-^ 
remember we meet at Sais.'* >■ , 

Medra was astonished at the information 
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■he had just received, which after aome reflec- 
tion> she laid before Lelaris^ ^acanting much 
on the boldness of die Greek. The princesa 
listened with inward satisfaction to this story, 
though she pretended to wonder at tha pre- 
sumption of Aeithallon, and colichided by eik* 
joimng^ on her attendiuit the strictest seoreey 
on the subject. 

In the mean time^ the foreigner had thrown 
the ienDjiy of Mentro into the greatest eonfur 
non : he had (according to the account of Mo^ 
phin) invohmtarily fiuusinated the dao^ter of 
the go^^naor of PelushLm, — ^his own breast at 
the same time being inflamed by the im^ei of 
Lalaris^--*-eircumstanees from which sprang a 
train of events disastrous to all within tiie 
sphere of their influence. 

Naphrenis took every opportunity of das- 
playiag her passion for Aeithallon ; assisted him 
in becoming acquainted with her language, and 
studied his idiom with much assiduity, con- 
atadng at the same time the sHghtest attentions, 
on his part, into so many tokens of aardent 
aflfeption. ' ' 

> H^ fkCher obseihred and deplored, the sen- 
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ntiims ihat were passmg in his daughter's 
mind^ and began to regret that the.northem 
■tranger had av^ enter^ his abode : yet he 
eadearoured, (before it should be too late,) to , 
check the progress of the dreaded evfl, hy 
^oqxMBtulatiiig with Naphrems ; secretly hopinig 
the departure of the Greek, (an event he in- 
tended to hasten) woxdd soon put an end to 
dl fears on his aocomit. 

^^ It is with much uneasiness^ my daughter/' 
he said, ^^ that I have beheld a calamity spring- 
ing up in my house, which threatens its 
tranquillity : yet, however, painful be this con- 
▼ioti^on^ I may no longer resist it 3 nor would 
that physician be any thing but a traitor, who 
should hide fix>m one, with whose health he is 
entrusted, the knowledge of a dangerous dis- 
order, by which, however imperceptibly to the 
sufferer, his strength was bd^g undermined. 
It is against such a disorder I would warn you, 
whose mental health, I perceive, to be greatly 
endangered: beware, then, of your fondness 
for Aeithallon, which discovers itself by a thou- 
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sand signs, and if not checked, may plunge yo« 
into much«grief. 

^* For it were absurd even to speak of 
contaminating the purity of our blood, and the 
lustre of our caste, by an dliance with an 
imknown adventurer, from a rude and distant 
continent, who has imbued his hands in the 
life of a parent : nor even if these obstacles 
did not exist, can I discern in our guest the 
smallest demonstration of attachment to my 
family. Restlessness, (the great characteristic 
of his nation) makes him already pine amid 
the quiet of my roof, and the confinement to 
which his rashness at Bubastis has subjected 
him, and he pants to be once more a ranger 
of the briny plain. Since, then, our acquaint- 
ance with the Achcean must end so speedily, 
and since we are already separated from him 
by a gulph, as vast as that of ocean, it were 
madness to foster a passion that would only 
consume your peace, with cravings that could 
never be satisfied.'' 

The daughter of Mehtro listened, and 
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feigned acqiiiescence ; but inwardly deter* 
nuned to leave no means untried^ for gaining 
the affections of the Greek, (a thing, which 
even now she imagined half achieved) and, if 
possible, overleap every barrier, which opposed 
itself to iheir imion. Yet, though the governor 
of Pelusium was not without hope that his 
remonstrances had made a salutary impression, 
he nevertheless reflected, that the removal of 
the Attic stranger was the best method of 
securing himself from his dangerous fascina- 
tion ; and he, accordingly, represented to him, 
that his safety required his immediate de- 
parture from Egypt, pretending he had lately 
met with persons, in whose memory the affair 
of the hawk was fresh, and who had declared 
their determination of pursuing the offender 
^th the utmost vigilance. 

But the Greek (full of other projects,) re- 
ceived these alarming intimations, with the 
greatest coolness; and replied, that he sincerely 
thanked his protector for this warning ; but 
doubted not, the strictness of his privacy would 
enable him to escape detection ; and concluded 

H S 
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hj sayings he was so agreeaUy occupied in his 
Egyptian lesearches, that he could not think 
of so soon i^elinquishmg the pleasure they 
afforded. 

In despair at this answer, Mentro next had 
recourse to the interpreter, to whom he thus 
spoke : — 

" How, Mophin, hare I incurred Ae dis- 
pleasure of the gods, that they thus doom me 
to be driven out of my senses by this Achae^i ? 
Why was he not drowned in the waves ? Or, 
if this might not be, why was he not thrown 
on some other part of the coast ? But iMs 
is passed ; nor would I complain of what I have 
as yet endured, if I saw a remedy; but it is 
otherwise ; — I have employed terror in vain, the 
AcheBan displays the most provoking reso- 
lution, and threatens. to rob me of all patience. 
Yet there is a charm in his manner no one can 
resist ; and even when he sits mute and motion- 
less, he insinuates himself into the heart. Tell 
me, I entreat you, how shall we be rid of him ?" 

" I believe it to be impossible for the pre-' 
sent,*' replied Mophin, ^^ as, if I mistake not. 
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he IB bound by powerful attractions to our 
ihore/* 

^* Think you^ he is detained amongst us, 
from any other motive than a desire of learning 
our tongue, and observing our customs ?'' 

^* If ever the secrets of the heart may be 
read in the expression of the countenance, or 
guessed from discourse, he is held in Egypt by 
that all-subduing agent, whose uniting influ- 
ence scorns every diversity of nation and 
habits/' 

^^ You alarm: me, if I understand your 
allusion : do you imagme he loves my daugh- 
ter?*' 

'^Assuredly not; if I have rightly divined 
his feelings, it is the princess Lalaris to whom 
he has the presumption to raise his thoughts.'* 

" Sacred Osiris, what audacity ! Where 
shall the boldness of man acknowledge a ' 
limit ? when an outcast from the inhospitable 
and gloomy north, contaminated by a father's 
blood, and depending every moment on the 
compassion of others, dares to approach thus 
nearly to the regal being who is the oflFspring 
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of the sun^* whom that primeval divinity 
loves^t ftnd beneath whose awfiil shadow, 
Egypt, (the mightiest of reahns) delights to 
repose. Do not discojer, to any one, what 
you have now commiuiicated to me ; — rintelli- 
gence which may perhaps enable me to free 
my house and country firom this vexatious 
intruder/' 

Such was the hope entertained by Mentro, 

* It seems that all the Egyptian monarchs were called 
sons of the san. It is certain, that Phre, from which is 
probably derived the title Pharaoh, signified the sun, for> 
in a certain inscription on an obelisk brought froin Helio* 
polls, the title Phre is found, of whom Rameses, the ' 
king^ celebrated in the inscription, is called the son. All 
this is known from a translation, said to have been made 
by Hermapion, of whom we know nothing, except that 
he wrote a book on hieroglyphics, for the use of the 
Greeks. — See these observations in the Appendix to the 
second volume of Heeren's Researches, where also there 
is a translation of the inscription out of Greek. 

t See the inscription already spoken of, the style of 
which is singular and beautiful in the highest degree, 
where, amongst other honourable distinctions of the 
king Rameses, it is said of him, " Whom Helios loves/' 
Helios being the Greek appellation for the sun. 
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in consequence of ihe above conversation with 
Mophin ; he^ accordingly, related what he had 
heard to Naphrenis, with, the idea, she woidd 
at once abandon him, by^whom her affection 
was not returned : expecting, moreover, that 
the jealousy, which would probably awake in 
her bosom, would change her former senti- 
ments towards the Greek, into enmity, and 
make her concur with any measure likely to 
accelerate his departure. 

At the same time he intended to meet the 
court, at the approaching festival of Sais, 
relate to Mycerinus the presumption of the 
stranger, and thus excite the indignation of 
the former. Naphrenis listened with reluct- 
ance to the declaration of her father, to which, 
however, she inwardly refused her assent, 
though she was tormented with a suspicion 
that it might be true ; — a suspicion of which 
she resolved to ascertain the reality or false- 
hood. 

The period was now fast arriving when the 
feast of Sais was to be celebrated ; and 
Naphrenis appeared suddenly oppressed with 



Digitized byLjOOQlC 



158 THE OBACLS OF WOE. 

an irresistiUe langoury professmg h^ total 
inability to accompany Mentro to the latter 
festival. 

On his party the«gOTenior of Pebsimn had 
exerted all his influence to deter the Greek 
from joining the national assembly^ by repre-* 
senting the imminent danger he would incur 
of recognition ; as it was more than probable^ 
he would th^re encounter many who had vntr 
nessed his adventure at Bubastis. 

Aeithallon^ however, was no more affected 
than befoie, by the alarms of his host^ and 
replied that he should su£Goently considt 
his safety, by avoiding all places of concourse, 
and could by no means lose the opportunity 
thus allowed him, of again beholding the 
flower of the mightiest of nations, assembled 
around their great and beneficent monarch. 

Mentro was anxious to prevent the Greek 
and his king from meeting, and was conse- 
quentiy in despair at the cool pertinacity of his 
guest ; when the indisposition of his daughter, 
and her purpose of remaining at Pelusium, 
caused a revolution in his thoughts, and made 
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him hesitate to oppose the Achaean fkrther, tcur* 
taring him by the appearance of two evils-Hine 
of which could not but happen : since^ if Aithallon 
accompanied him southwards^ he feared that 
the influence of the latter with Mycerinus^ 
would counteract the efforts he intended to 
make to get him banished from Egypt : and, if 
the Greek remained behind, he shuddered at 
the reflection, that Naphrenis would be left 
alone with the very individual, from whom her 
tranquillity and her health had already suffered 
so much. 

The resolution, however, of the Greek to 
be present at the feast, put an end to all per- 
plexity on this subject, and settled things in 
the way the least disagreeable, upon the whole, 
to the governor ; who intreated Naphrenis to 
observe carefully the directions of the phy- 
sicians, during his necessary absence, (which 
he promised should be as short as possible) 
and began to prepare for his departure. 

On the othet hand, the daughter of Mentro 
passed each day in increasing solicitude, as the 
time drew near, that was to see the issue of an 
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experiment, on which her happiness depended. 
She strove by every means to gain the attention 
of her gaest ; who, on his part, (affected hj 
her apparent debility, and by the interest he 
saw he had awakened in her) treated her wilJi 
the utmost courtesy, though the image of the 
princess was ever paramount in his heart. The 
hope of Naphrenis was thus strengthened, but 
she gazed only on a delusive and gaudy veil, 
which even then was impenetrable to the eye 
of prejudice alone, and which a few days were 
destined to tear from her mind. 

The morning that was to precede the de- 
parture of Mentro at length came ; and his 
daughter, who had annexed a peculiar meaning 
to some expressions dropped by the foreigner 
the evening before, imagined herself secure of 
her object, and resolved at onc^ to try the 
power of her attractions. 

The taste of those who had successively held 
the important post of Pelusium, had not over- 
looked the peculiar advantages of the situa- 
tion, and the residence of the governor was 
beautified by many costly and elegant embel- 
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lishments : among these was an elevated 
sonuner-housey open on all sides^ which com* 
manded in front an extensive view of the 
Mediterranean sea, and on the left, the eastern 
Ixranch of the Nile ; which, in this part of 
its conrse swept on, among beds of lilies, 
which, 'mth other flowers,* the growth of that 
happy region, bent their heads, as if in adora- ^ 
tion, towards the sacred stream that gave them 
birth. 

It was now the midst of summer, and this 
Irailding was a favourite resort of the family of 
Mentro, who, (when all to the south, panting 
beneath the solar blaze, sighed for the rising of 
their benignant river,) could here enjoy the 
cool breath that is exhaled from the bosom of 
ocean ; or wlulst their eyes rested on the 
eastern arm of the monarch of streams, (which 
abneady flowed with an augmented tide,t) might 

* The fertility of the Delta has always been highly 
celebrated, and from the marshy nature of the soil it 
produced plants in great variety and abundance, and 
eapeciaily lilies. 

f The Nile begins to rise immediately after the sum. 
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oontemplate without care the scene of fertility 
and fragrance that would overspread the vaUey 
of Mizraim, when that flood should have 
arisen^ and again sunk to repose. 

To this spot Aeithallon had retired ; amd sa 
bis sight wandered northwards over the vasi 
lake that washes the shores c^ three of tlie 
great divisions of earthy he was deeply absorbed 
in the recoUectioa of the past, when he was 
startled by the entrance of Naphrenis, vrho 
had purposely sought this opportnmtv of a 
private conference. Quickness of intelled, 
and intense application^ had enabled him to 
make such progress in l^e Egyptian language 
that he could now express himself with tole- 
rable facility; but there was something in the 
aspect of the daughter of Mentro^ an agitation, 
which to him appeared indicative of feelings 
he couM not return ; — ^that made him wish it 
had been in his power to shun this unexpected 
meeting. To avoid her, however, was now im- 

mer solstice^ being swelled by the rains^ which fall in tiie 
region south of Egypt. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THB ORACU: OF WOX. IM 

possible^ and €ke following diabgne com* 
menoed : 

**Wliy, Acluean^ do you survey yonder 
fiqnid mirror thus intently ? Are you already 
weary of our southern land ?'^ 

*^ That were impossible, beautiful Egyptian ; 
since, even if I were not bound, by gratitude, 
to the nation which has afforded me a retreat 
from the storms of life, this region presents so 
many allurements that an exile may well lose, 
on its shores, the remembrance of banish* 
ment.'* 

^ It may be so ; and, for my part, I hove 
long been convinced that the indissoluble con- 
nection with our own country, so much insisted 
on, has in it more of imagination than reality ; 
for I feel I could be as happy beyond that 
expanse of water, in the society of those I 
love, as in the land that gave me life ; since 
the presence of the object of my affection 
wotdd shed, over any chme, a lustre far more 
brilliant than that of simny days, and nights 
beaming with stars/' 

" Your words are forcible ; yet there are 
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things we can behold wilib oomplacencj whilst 
at a distance, but from which we shrink as 
ihey approach." 

''You, then, doubt the constancy of my 
resolution. Yet I again declare I would 
instantly follow^ over land and sea, that being 
in whom my chief regard is centered, notwith- 
standing the langour with which I am op* 
pressed.'' 

'^ I do not question your strength of mind; 
for I well beheve that, if your great parent 
were summoned to abandon his native country, 
Naphrenis would be ready to accompany 
him. Let us hope, however, that no such sacri*' 
fice may ever be required; and as to your 
present debiUty, I am not without a firm 
expectation of its speedy removal; for, the 
physicians have assured us, your disorder is 
slight." 

" The physicians know nothing of my ma- 
lady ; nor, if they did, would their art avsdl 
me anything; since even the medicine of im* ' 
mortality,* discovered by the great Isis, could 

* Isis, who reigned in Egypt before she was deified. 
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not soothe ihe torture by which I am consum- 
ed, nor obliterate the wound which can only 
be healed by him who inflicted it. O l^at 
this bosom were transparent, and the thoughts 
it conceals made visible ; then would you read 
a tale that con£brms all I have said, but which 
the tongue vainly labours to express !^' 

With these words she seized his hand, 
whilst her eyes filled with tears, and her breast 
teemed convulsed with unutterable emotions. 
The Greek was panic-struck at this scene, 
which far exceeded all he had expected ; and, 
scarcely retaining the least self-possession,— « 
orcumstance to which his imperfect knowledge 
of Egyptian contributed — ^he pronounced a few 
broken sentences, professing his willingness to 
alleviate the distress of one so beautiful, when 
she repUed : — 



bad great skill in medicine ; and is said to have discover- 
wed the elixir of immortality, with which we arc told 
the restored to life her son. Horns, who, as well aa 
Osiris, had fallen a victim to the perfidy of Typhon.^See 
the first hook of Diodorus Sicnlns. 
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^' I knew AeithaUon loved me, and that the 
gaspicions by whidi others endeavoured to 
destroy my peace were false : I knew that the 
only consideration which prevented your lips 
from avowing the feelings of your heart was 
an idea that the daughter of one of the proud- 
est of Egypt's castes would look for wealth 
and splendour in him who should court her 
alliance. But Naphrenis scorns such a senti- 
ment, as degrading to the mind that entertains 
it, and feels that the ardent affection which 
must be awakened by eminence, such as yours, 
abolishes every distmction of nation and for* 
tune, and unites, in a moment, those whose 
countries are the remotest, and whose customs 
the most dissonant." 

The Greek now perceived it was necessary 
to be decisive, and therefore ^answered, that 
the happiness and honour she intended him 
were doubtless great \ but that as far as he 
had any insight into the opinions of Mentro, 
he could not imagine it possible the latter 
would consent to mingle the blood of his 
caste with a foreigner; and that every princi- 
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ple^of justiee forbad him to contravene, on a 
fmt of snich importance, the will of one, | 

beneath whose roof he had been sheltered in \ 

tlie hoar of danger. ^ I am,'* he said, " bright * 

Napbrenis, but an adventurer — ^a leaf torn I 

from the tree of my kindred, to be driven, by | 

the fickle blast of events, on your thrice happy j 

shores, to be borne fix)m tibence as I came, J 

Mttd hmried, by the same resistless agency, to 1 

some distant speck in futurity, darkened, per- | 

haps, by sorrows yet untasted. Why, then, 
should the rover of land and sea— the bird 
without a nest— the cursed by pollution, how- ! 

ever involuntary — ^the self-banished exile, 
whose only possession is a sword, and whose 
home is the tossing wave — ^why should such a 
one cast a shade over the existence of the daugh- 
ter of his benefactor ? No ; AeithaUon is not 
deaf to the voice of gratitude and honour ! I 
will behold your monarch once more at Sais, 
and, having endeavoured, though vainly, to 
express my sense of the obligation he has 
conferred on me, shall again launch forth on 
the briny world, and hide the story of my calami- 
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ties from d^ eye of mortals^ in that far regiofn 
which reposol' beneath the setting sun. But 
your father appii^^^es^ probably to communi- 
cate some ■ ArraMemeMjj^ regard to our de- 
part\»-e." •r'^"' 

With^^iliese werds, the Greek quitted the 
summer-house; and Naphrenis^ being in no 
mood to encounter Mentro^ . also left the 
buildings and hastened to a more complete 
solitude, her mind shaken by a tumult of con- 
flicting passions. ' ^ 

'^Do I dream?" she said, within herseff^ 
" or have I indeed been repulsed by an out- 
cast, who endeavours to mask his real feelings 
under a regard for honour? He affects to 
consider me unapproachable ; yet fosters an 
affection for the daughter of my prince, and 
even now triumphs in the thought of meeting 
her again at Sais. But he shall not thus 
trample on Naphrenis, nor deride, in secret, 
the weakness of one whom he has insulted, 
^o, proud Achaean, my frame is invigorated 
by indignation ! I will follow thee southwards, 
penetrate and blast thy dei^ghs, /and teach 
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V 

fiiee to tremble at the vengeance of her whos€» 
love thou hast despised. Think not that, lilo 
' another deceiver from the east,* thou shalt 
cany hence the descendant of a thousand 
kings ! The very air around thee .shall be 
made vocal by my arts; thy most secret plans ^ 
detected; and even if, together witti Lalarii^, ^, 
having escaped a hundred snares, thou sihouldst 
arrive at the coast, and ascend thy swiOb vessel, 
I would pursue thee thither, with sleepless 
I activity, and tear her from thy arms ! " 

The governor was now ready to le^ve Pel 
uiyan, when* he was astonished by the infonmK 
^on that his daughtejr intended to accompany 
•him* He had,* indeed, heard, from the phy- 
sicians, her illness was trifling; yet she had 
described herself totally unequal to the voyage: 
he, however, put all. to the account of the 
Attic stranger ; aiid console himself with the 
hope that, if her intellects were, for the pre- 
sent deranged, every thing would return to its 

«& * Park is here alluded to, whose affedr with Helen yn$ 
weU known in Egypt.— See a former note. 
A 'VOL. II. I 
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former tranquillity when the author of so much 
oonfiision should be removed. He^ therefore, 
made no observation on the subject, beyond 
expressing his joy on the rapid recovery of 
Naphrenis: and, wheii evening came, the 
galleys,' which were to convey the governor 
and his attendants, were already in motion 
on the hallowed stream. And now all Egypt 
^ice more became a scene of mirth and ac- 
tivity; many a thickly crowded vessel sought the 
city of Minerva, whilst the tightened cord* and 



* There was a kind of vessel, much in use among the 
ancient Egyptians, denominated Baris ; these vessels had 
sails of byblus, but required a strong breeze to impel 
them against the Nile : they, however, descended the 
river, with ease, without sails, their course betag hast* 
ened by a peculiar contrivance. A sort of large wooden 
gate was constructed, to one end of which a certain 
weight was attached, and the whole apparatus was 
fastened, by a cord, to the head of the baris. When all 
was ready, the gate was thrown into the water, one end 
of which sank, whilst the other was kept up by the 
cord ; a large surface was thus exposed to the current, 
which hurried it rapidly forward, and the baris followed : 
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sweHiog safl alike displayed the eargemess of 
their crew for the approaching festivaL My- 
oermus and his train again left Memphisi 
aiudoas to behold^ around the shrine of their 
diTimty^ those nocturnal rites, the kindling of 
ioQumerable lamps, which had been discon- 
^ed diiring the age of tyranny and impiety, 
under whiclx the country had so long groan- 
ed. 

^^ Shall we zo^t the governor of Pehisium 
Bl Sais ? ** Squired Lalaris of the king. 

'^Assuredly; for he says he has important 
tidmgs to communicate/' 

"Will he come alone?'' 

** His daugjbter will, perhaps, accompany 
Urn ; though I am informed she has been lately 
ill" 

This answer was &r from satisfactory to the 



Kt ^e same time^ another rope, with a large stone at the 
end of it, was thrown out from the stem ; and this last 
weight, sinking to the bottom, served to steady the ves- 
•el and keep it straight. — 3ee the Euterpe of Herodotus, 
chap. 96. 

12 
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princess^ whose thoughts were not then occu- 
pied about Naphrenis ; and she would possibly 
have questioned farther, had she not &ncied 
that Phthomis, who happened to be present, 
looked at her with a peculiar expression, as 
she made the above interrogations. She, 
therefore, restrained her curiosity, and the 
conversation turned on the rising of the Nile, 
which had already commenced, and which, at 
this period of the year, naturally^^engaged the 
minds of those with whose welfare it was so 
nearly concerned. 

They soon arrived at the end of their 
voyage, and Medra encountered Mophin short- 
ly after, of whom she proceeded to enquire 
the latest intelligence respecting the Greek, in 
pursuance of the private directions of Lalaris 
to discover as much as possible; — directions 
with which her own incUnation very happily 
concurred ; and the following m^qu y took 
place :-r- ^^^^^^^^M 

^^ What has become of the Attic with the 
unutterable name? Has he repented of his 
folly, and is he beyond the sea ?" 
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"You jest, Medra? but, no, I forgot you 
bad been at a distance from the turmoil which 
has lately involved me. The Acheean beyond 
1^ say you ? Alas ! alas ! that were too much 
happiness. He has received abundant hints 
that his company is no longer desired ; but we 
might as well have pressed him to remain. 
Ilis passion for our princess daily increases, 
and he threatens to drive us all as mad as him- 
self. As to Naphrenis, he has completely rob- 
bed her of her intellects ; he makes her ill one 
moment, and well the next ; in the morning, 
sbe is stretched on a bed, — ^the victim, as it 
seems, of some terrible disorder,— -and, in the 
evening, is able^ to undertake a long journey ; 
whilst the heart of Mentro palpitates in im- 
eertainty as to what is next to happen.*' 
" But where is the foreigner?" 
*^ Where should he be, if not at Sais ?" 
" Osiris preserve us I what interminable 
t^nfusion ! What will become of our king, 
and of Phthomis, the young priest, who sighs 
for an alliance with the princess ? Yet my 
fears are ill-grounded; since this outcast can- 
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not dispute the claim of the pontiff^ who tvill 
sweep him from his path." 

^ But, I ten you he will — ^he does disptlte 
it; you know nothing of this AchaBan, or you 
would speak with less assurance. Phthiomisr 
sweep him from his path ? Why, my deaar 
Medra, you might as well bid the marixiier 
strike off, with his^and, a waTe that wb^ 
rushing over his vessel. I have seen his 
glances of fire, and heard his words; and I 
counsel your priest to look well to himself; or, 
mark me, there will be bloodshed in this busi- 
ness. Remember, however, to be secret ; we 
shall meet again on the sacred night; and^ 
though all Egypt should be engaged in this 
uproar, the affection I bear my gentle Medra 
shall be immutable.*' 

"Very pretty, in sooth, Mophin; I would 
not, for the universe, have missed coming 
hither to hear so many fine things. But see 
how fast yonder bans approaches ; we shall 
soon be in a crowd; do not forget the sacred 
night." 

Medra lost no time in communicating to the 



k^ 
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jprinoess what she had just heard; nor did 
Mentro delay to infonn his monarch, in a 
private conference, of the suspicion he enter-- 
tained that the Greek had remained in "Egypt, 
and had then visited the dty of Minerva, 
principally on accoimt of Lalaris, for whom 
&e governor of Pelusium assured the king, 
the foreigner had shown unequivocal signs of 
affection. 

Mycerinus listened, with a mixed feeling of 
astonishment and incredulity, to this intelli- 
gence and to the various arguments by whidi 
its truth was supported, and replied: — ^the 
Achaean must be watched as narrowly as pos- 
sible; though he could not help suspecting 
that Mentro had exa^erated the enthusiasm 
and courtesy, that seemed natural to his guest, 
into warmer sentiments. — 

*' My palace," he said, " has been a 
refuge for this exile of the north ; and a heart, 
less ardent than his appears to be, could not 
fail to acknowledge the hospitality with which 
he has been treated. He might thus be 
drawn towards me, and those with whom I 
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am connected, by the tie of gratitude ; nor can 
I believe him capable of the extravagant pre- 
sumption of which you speak,— since nothing 
could have induced him to agitate^ for a mo* 
ment, the possibility of overleaping the im- 
measurable gulph that lies between us^ except 
encouragement on our part : — a thing which 
.would necessarily infer the derangement of our 
senses/' 

" Your maxims may, in general, be just, 
great prince," rejoined Mentro ; " yet there are 
men whose boldness considers nothing as in- 
superable, and who view everything as possible 
to which they are prompted by inchnation : to 
them, despair, itself, wears the semblance of 
hope ; the uncertain appears probable ; and 
the probable is considered as having already 
taken place. I am much mistaken if the 
Achfean is not one of these, and I err still 
farther if he does not love your daughter. 
Let not the ruler of Egypt slight my warn- 
ing; for if the temerity of man has few 
limits, and if hope scorns difficulties, the conw 
tact of Aeithallon is dangerous to your tran- 
quillity." 
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. *^ Thou hast well discharged thy duty," re- 
plied the prince, ^' and 1 wiU be watchful; yet, 
as thy allegation is not established By proof, it 
is fit our guest should, for the present^ only be 
held in suspicion. Do not, therefore, commu- 
nicate to others thy thoughts on this subject, 
for I discern in them the elements of a storm 
which would destroy that amity, in which \ 
uitend we shall all meet at this evening's 
banquet/' 

The above conversation had thrown Myce- 
rinus into some su ;^)rise, though it had not 
much excited his ffar ; but his queen Sathren, 
listened with far more anxiety to the sug- 
gestions of the governor of Pelusium. In her 
mind, conjecture had already been awakened 
by the doud which had of late evidentiy over- 
shadowed the thoughts of Lalaris ; and the 
information she now received, gave an appa- 
rent consistency to tiiat conjecture. She, how- 
ever, acquiesced in the determination of her 
consort, that the Greek should be treated with 
urbanity, at least for the present, secretiy re- 

I 3 
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solving to remove Imn, as speedily as might Be^ 
from Egypt. 

The palace^ in which the Egyptian monarch 
was received at Sais, was a btiilding of ample 
dimensions, on the west of the dty ; and on 
the side which overlooked the Nile, an elevated 
terrace of marble ran north and south along 
the whole range of the edifice, which thus 
commanded a view of the now hourly rising 
river, whilst, on the south, after wandering 
over a considerable part of the city, the eye 
might repose with rapttirojiamong the flowery- 
meads, and acacia groves of the Delta. 

But what language can delineate the won- 
drous scene, which, on the north, courted the 
sight. A gentle accKvity had been here form- 
ed, on the side of which a succession of 
gardens, (in which bloomed the brightest chil- 
dren of an Egyptian summer,) rose one above 
another, each retiring farther from observation ; 
and each, by some peculiar beauty, alluring 
onward, the glance of the beholder. 

Here, spreading trees, mingling their un- 
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t»uiibered feliage, threw over some spots a 
solemn shade; and there, small labyrintihs, 
^m|%sed of light cohimns, embraced by the 
ttms of the sacred ivy,* at once tempted and 
boffled the eye that vainly sought to penetrate 
their recesses,-— whence issued, in sweet acoord- 
uioe, the play of fountains, Imd the harmony 
rf pipes. 

On this terrace the banquet was prepared, 
the first day of the festival ; and thither all 
the persons of distinction, who had either ac- 
companied the court from Memphis, or met 
the prince at Sais,. were invited to repair, as 
soon as the fervour of noon should be cooled 
bj the evening hour. 

" wWe,Mophin, is the Achaean?" asked 
Mentro. ^ 

^^ He is abroad; thoj^^ I know not on what 
errand." 

* The ivy was sacred to Osiris among the Egyptians, 
as it was to Bacchus, among the Greeks. — See the first 
book of Diodorus Siculus. This circumstance is one of 
many which prove Bacchus and Osiris to have been the 
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'' Abroad ! Is he then weary of life ? Knows 
he not recognition by any who are acquainted 
with the afiiedr at Bubastis, would be iftstant 
death?" 

'^ I admonished him of the danger, and 
entreated him to remain with us till the baur 
quet : but he is as restless as the wind, and 
there was no controlling his impatience. He 
trusted, moreover, that during the extreme 
heat of the day he should have Uttie, if any 
thing to dread, on the score of being encoun- 
tered ; and in conclusion, said, half unsheath- 
ing his faulchion : ^This will ever be sufficient 
for the defence of Aeithallon/ " 

^^ He is certainly mad, but that cannot be 
helped : what could a single arm avail against 
an infuriated populace ? He has been warned, 
however, and should he fall into calamity, will 
only have himself to blame." 

In the mean time, the object of this dia- 
logue had sought the river ^ and, finding a 
small boat, which had followed in the train of 
the goveroor of Pelusium, resolved (notwith- 
standing the caution he had received,) to 
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embark in it, and view the city of Minerva 
from the water. 

The siin was now at its meridian height ; 
scarce an Egyptian was to be seen, nor was 
the stream ruffled by a single vessel ; all aroimd 
was silence and glare ; for every being shunned, 
m the bower, the palace, or the cottage, that 
period of extreme heat : but the Greek was 
impelled by the ardour, peculiar to his dis- 
position, and as he slowly passed through that 
scene of unmoving brightness, the dash of his 
solitary oar seemed like the only throb of life 
Uiat Ugitated the vast kingdom of nature: 

He had begun his course at the southern 
extremity of Sais 3 and on reaching the palace 
of Mycerinus, his attention was instantly ar- 
rested by the terrace, on its western side, and 
observing it to be accessible by a flight of 
steps, determined to ascend them, and survey 
more nearly the pecuHarities of the spot. 

Having secured his boat to a staple, which 
here projected from the wall, as if for that 
purpose, he was soon on the terrace, where 
he was lost in astonishment at the view re^ 
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Tealed from its summit : he was especially 
attracted by the gardens^ which, with the de- 
corations ahready described, arose in succession 
on the ncHTth ; and as every thing seemed 
abandoned to complete solitude, he adopted 
the resolution of observing these, 
more closely. 

He was quickly enveloped in shade and 
firagrance, whilst his admiration was every 
moment aroused by some device of novelty or 
beauty : yet his notice was most attracted by 
the labyrinths ; and having taken two or three 
turns in one of them, he was pausing to con- 
sider which path he should next pursue, when 
he fancied he heard a low voice at no great 
distance ; nor was he mistaken, for on looking 
through an aperture between the trees, he 
discovered Medra, apparently busy in some 
arrangements for the banquet, and expressing 
her thoughts aloud in the following soliloquy : 

^^ So the foreigner is among us again, and 
great confusion he is likely to cause us all; 
yet I do not wonder our princess loves him ; 
whoever looked on so fine a form ? and then 
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i to Lalaris, — ^worih far more than 

that of the priest, since the ktter has every 

vivantage on his side, — whilst the former 

Btn^es with innumerable difficulties ; — ^besides 

any one may marry a priest : but a handsome 

stranger like this, from beyond the sea, whose 

eye penetrates every heart, with his long dark 

hair, and a glittering weapon by his side, who 

can resist such a creature ? Well, there is no 

use m being the daughter of a king, if— but, 

great Osiris, what do I see ? as I live, (she 

continued in a suppressed voice) there is the 

Tcry man who has robbed my princess of 

tranquillity, caught in a labyrinth. Thrice 

happy lover, thus to be entrapped in the 

vicinity of the object of thy passion ! Such 

an opportunity may not be lost ; they shall 

meet. Remain, daring Achsean, in thy sylvan 

snare, till I bring her, who will at once give ' 

thee freedom, and confirm thy captivity." 

With these words, (which she pronounced in 
a higher tone) she departed, and it is scarcely 
necessary to add, the Greek made no effort to 
extricate himself. Medra now hastened to 
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Lalaris, whom she found alone^ and addressed 
in these words :^ 

" Speed with me, great princess, to yonder 
garden, there to encomiter him, you have so 
long desired to meet." 

*^ Speak you of Aeithallon ?" asked Lalaris. 

" I mean the same/' was the reply; "he has 
by some means found access to the palace, and 
is entangled in one of the labyrinths. But we 
lose time ; wherefore do you delay V 

** I will not, that is, I ought not to meet him, 
Medra: the stranger is bold, and I am the 
daughter of a king. Go yourself, and liberate 
him ; tell him, he has been daring, yet do not 
use too much harshness : — we ought to be 
lenient to a foreigner." 

" What contradiction is this, my princess,'" 
said the attendant, " have I not heard you a 
thousand times wish, with a sigh, that some 
chance might throw the Acheean in your way ? 
and have you not declared again and again, that 
mental attractions ought alone to be regarded, 
without respect to rank ; and that, if an oppor- 
tunity ever presented itself of conferring with 
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Aeithallon without mortal witness, you would 
instantly embrace it? I hasten^ however, to 
execute your orders, though I fear you will 
bereafter regret your present want of reso- 



"Stay, Medra," rejoined Lalaris, ^'I am 
distracted by indecision. Where is the queen ? 
I were lost, should she discover this meeting." 

" Your royal mother is now with our mo- 
narch, at the south end of the palace. It is 
noon ; not a being is abroad,— let us descend 
to the garden." 

" Alas 1" sighed the princess, *^ how painful 
is the state of vacillation : I would I were 
chained to this apartment, ' or driven to seek 
the Achaean, by an irresistible impulse. Tell 
me, might I not, by a personal interview, be 
better able to show him the extent of his 
perilous audacity, and thus become instru- 
mental to his preservation ?" 

" Most assuredly you might," repUed Medra ; 
^ but it is madness to linger. You talk of An 
irresistible impulse, and what could ever urge 
you to this step with more force, than the con- 
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sideration that a lover awaits you in yon re- 
treat, who, every moment runs a tremendous 
risk for your sake, and whose attractions are 
the theme of universal admiration." 

^ Enough !'* answered Lalaris, " I am re- 
solved ; though I feel that every step, by 
which I approach to Aeithallon, brings me so 
much nearer to an unseen precipice." 

Whilst Aeithallon was thus pursuing his own 
plans, in defiance of every obstacle, Naphrenis 
had not been inactive : her heart was a prey to 
those baneful feelings, which are nursed into 
being by the fire of jealousy ; and she had 
already commenced a line of action, that was 
to terminate in the darkest woes. 

The moment after Medra left the labyrinth 
where the Greek was concealed, Fhthomis^ 
who had, till then, been absent at the sacrifices, 
returned to the palace, and was about to enter 
the gardens at the north end of the termoe, to 
seek the refreshment of their shade, when an ' 
ifttendant presented him with a roll of papyrus, 
which he said had been given him by one, who 
withdrew, as soon as he had placed it in his 
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iiand, only telBng Umylt was intended for €bt 
•on of the higli priest of Fhtka. The yonng 
pon&E leceived it, and read with surprise as 
follows : — 

**. Fhthomis, tibou kboorest in rain : caai 
the lotus, though bright, allure the bee whilst 
baaquetting on the nectar of the rose ? Thou 
lovest the daughter of Mycerinus, and the 
aspirations of thy breast are seconded by the 
possession of rank, and the approval of thy 
pnnce; yet these advantages will avail thee 
nothing; for know, the northern exile is thy 
rival. I>o not slight this intelligence, nor de^ 
ride, as unworthy of regard, the antagonist of 
which it speaks. Confidence has often over- 
flurown the mighty, and perseverance given 
victory to the weak; but if to hold a place 
in the heart of Lalaris, if a resolution which 
scorns opposition, is of any importance in 
yqur struggle, Aeithallon is strong. Ponder well 
tiiis information, and chace the foreigner from 
thy path, that the warning of one who is thy 
friend, may not be fruitless.** 

^ Must I believe these characters?" said 
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the priest, after re-perusing the scroll ; ^^ is it 
in truth for the reason here contained, that I 
have as yet urged my suit to no purpose? 
But yonder comes the princess, and strange 
thoughts are written on her brow ; I will avoid 
her for the present, and observe her motions.'* 
He said, and secluded himself in an alcove, 
not far from the labyrinth which contained the 
Greeks and the latter, being summoned by 
Medra, stood before Lalaris, when her at- 
tendant left them in order to answer any 
enquiries that might be made about the prin- 
cess. Aeithallon was the first to break silence, 
and said, as he bent a look of intense devotion 
on the daughter of Egypt's king : 

'* When (three moons since) I first met the 
all-radiant Lalaris, it were needless to say I 
instantly confessed the power of her charms, 
for the breath of adulation, as well as truth, 
might alike give utterance to this avowal. 
The mirror must tell this tale, (whilst your 
image adds new brightness to its tablet,) far 
better than the tongue of mortals, nor may 
he who should discourse on the brilliance of 
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{he stars, hope to find language adequate to 
his theme. It was your gentleness which 
scorned not the stranger and softened the 
gloom that oppressed his soul. It was your 
Tirbanity, in a word, it was your mental per- 
fection which made me forget I was an exile, 
and awakened thoughts which, since that 
hour, have never slept. Ignorance of your 
idiom then closed my lips in painful silence, 
and confined the torrent of my sensations 
within my breast. It is for this reason I hail, 
with rapture, the opportunity now afforded me 
of speaking my sentiments freely ; and I there- 
fore intreat yoir to pardon my boldness and 
impatience. 

*^ I am~ not possessed of wealth, and the 
▼ast realm of ocean is my only home j yet I 
am adorned with that which, in my own land, 
is esteemed more highly than the blaze of 
gems — a descent from noble ancestors : 'for 
flie same blood mantles in these veins which 
wanned the bosom of a mighty chieftain, 
whose javelin was stained with blood for 
Helen, — cause of many griefs. But, in the 
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valley of the Nile, the glitter of gold, and the 
distinction of what is called caste, perchance 
take precedence of every other qualification ; 
and the ranger of the sea, though sprung from 
princes, is, haply, judged to be immeasurably 
beneath the daughter of Egypt's throne : if 
so, let me hear this decision from your own 
Ups, and I will never more obtrude myself 
into your presence. Yet know Aeithallon 
deems the affection of a warri(»r's heart as firee 
as the ocean gale, and that he offers such a 
heart to the princess he now addresses/' 

Lalaris listened, with astonishment, to this 
declaration, which displayed, the uncomnoon 
powers of the Greek, who seemed to have 
passed, at once, from muteness to eloquence ; 
and, it appeared to her, she had never beheld 
so much fascination in his features as that 
which now adorned them; whilst, in a lan- 
guage not his own, he thus proved him- 
self to be actuated by the same feeling 
towards her, which vibrated for him within 
her own breast. For a moment she stood 
suspended, her face suffiised by a deep blush, 
and her mind agitated by a thousand pulsa- 
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tms of pleasure and pain. But the peril of 
h&t situation, and the danger of delay, forced 
themselyes on her recollectionj and she re- 
plied:"— 

" I know not, Achaean, wherefore I should 
<ii%nise my sentiments, as if they were dis- 
graceful to her who harbours them. Why 
thould I hesitate to confess that Lakris can- 
not look with indifference on the noble stran- 
ger £pom the land of Cecrops,* or to declare that 
^CQomplishments less striking than yours must 
^^der dieir possessor sufficiently great, 
^^^oni^ sprung from an origin far less il- 
Instrious than that from which you are des- 
cended. Ejeiow, however, that, in speaking 
^QS) I have offended the prejudices of my 
country ; — ^prejudices, to the influence of which 
I might soon have surrendered myself, but for 
^^ occurrences of the last spring, — and which 
operate with a violence that, if this meeting 
▼ere known, would subject one of us to the 
unputation of insanity, and the other to hatred 
the most deadly and implacable. 

* Cecrops, who, in Tery ancient times^ settled in Attica, 
^^ an Egyptian. 
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** My father is of an exalted nature ; yet 
even he would not, in this particular, be sur- 
perior to the force of custom. The dictates of 
filial duty I may not resist, — ^a circumstance 
which makes the future obscure ; yet the torcli 
of hope, though it glimmers faintly, is not ex- 
tinguished. Remain, then, among us ; . be 
cautious for my sake : strive to win the affec- 
tion of my parents, who will yield to the 
power of excellence; and, in the meantime^ 
listen to this assurance : — ^for the present, I 
dare not contemplate our union ; for I cannot 
outrage the sacred tie that connects me with 
those who gave me birth. But no one shall 
control the current of my affection, though 
that current may flow in vain and in secret ; 
nor if, from this mo^lent^ we should meet no 
more, shall the image of another ever be ad- 
mitted into this heart. But our conference 
has been too long \ fly hence, Achaean, with 
speed J and, remember, the very echo of your 
footstep is a voice which threatens your safe- 
ty. 

" I obey you, lovely princess," said Aei^ 
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tiiallon) but wear this ring in remembrance of 
the ranger of the sea; it is made of a golden 
stad that once adorned my faulchion's sheath, 
and which I have long prepared for an hour 
like this/' 

Lalaris received, and pressed the trinket to 
her heart in all the fervour of youthful inno* 
cence, and both yielding to the same powerful 
and gentle agency, their lips met for a moment 
of ecstacy, when the princess whispered : 

^^ If this Ke indeed happiness, let us be con- 
stant^ my noble Aeithallon, and the flower that 
is now bom in our bosoms shall bloom for 
ever. I could bid thee stay and depart, in the 
same breath : remember to look on me at this 
evening's banquet, as if this blissful morning 
had never dawned." 

■^^I am gone, gentle Lalaris," replied theGreek, 
** but my thoughts shall be ever around thee." 

The lovers now separated, and Aeithallon, re- 
gaining his boat, hastened to join Mentro. The 
daughter of Mycerinus now traversed the 
garden with a pensive step, and had scarcely 
reached the palace when she was accosted in a 
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well known accent, and Fhtbotnis stood before 
her. His comitenanece sMtned constrained by 
a Tiolent effort, and tihe prinoess cdotired 
deeply as she enquired whether be was come 
from the sacrifices/' 

^^ I bare left the temj^ some tiaie/' (he re- 
plied) ^^ and baye latdy been enjoying tiie cosi- 
ness of these shades." 

Lakris started involnntarily, «nd be pro* 
ceeded : ^ I have long sought the oppoitonity 
now afforded me of speaking to you alone, ac- 
compUshed princess, on a subj^t that weighs 
heavily on my mind. Tell me then, I entreat 
you, in what language I shall uige the suit on 
which my bappiaess depends ? How idiall 
Phthomis prove the sincerity e£ his passion^ if 
the devotion he has already displayed is vain i 
Wlrat is the secret cause which makes y<m still 
behi(4d me with indifference? Is it aught I 
xssti remove? Perchance t am an en^ny to 
myself, and bear about tae the unseen canker 
rfmy own feEcity : perhaps «ome othar is my 
foe, — ^though I know not of any in the court, 
who are hostite to my alliance with yoii." 
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^Do Slot tormexit yomtself with imi^ary 
evils," (answered Lafams) ^Hfae heart will not be 
commwided; and it b my own peculMTity^ and 
no imp^cfectkHi in you, which is the just object 
of wonder or complainti I am indeed aa enigma 
Co myvcdj^ and know not what change in your 
chasacter, would make me at present r^fo-d you 
with the feelings you desire^ and I therefore, 
once for all, request you to solicit me no further." 

^^Ha! princess," said the priest, (his cheek 
becoming alternately red and pale) ^^is it then 
come to this ? By the life of Mycerinus you 
Bte at length grown candid. Is there no altera* 
tion that might Fender Phthomis more agree- 
able to those eyes? What if I suffer my hair 
to lengthen till it flows over my shoulders and 
needs ihe confinement of a golden clasp ? 
What if I suspend a faulchion by my side and 
stain my hand in a father's blood ? What if I 
renounce my own florious name* and assume 

* The name FhthomiB is compounded of Phtha, as the 
Egyptians called Vulcan. — See an enumeration of the 
original names of some of their divinities in the Appendix 
to the second vohime of Heeren's Researches. 
K 2 
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an appellation from some foreign idiom ? Shall 
I not thus approach nearer to that bright ori-> 
ginal ifi^ho now roles the heart of Lalaris ? Is 
this the meaning of your affected indecision 
whenever I have pressed the subject of our 
union? I have indeed been your sport too 
long ; but I wiU sweep this wanderer from our 
shores, that he may learn to pause before he 
again inyades, with audacious foot, the bowers 
of the daughters of kings/' Thus saying he 
rushed from her sight; and Lalaris, over- 
whelmed with this last scene, sought her apart- 
ment, to encounter the animadversion of her 
parents, and tremble at the thought that every 
succeeding event might be pregnant with des- 
truction to the Greek. 

The declining sim at length brought the 
hour of banquet; and the governor of Pelusiimi, 
ignorant of the occurrences of the morning, 
repaired to the palace, accompanied by his 
daughter, together with Aeithallon and Mophin. 
As they walked towads the terrace, some one 
tapped the interpreter on the shoulder; and, 
lingering iehind his party, the latter perceived 
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a delicately formed youth of great beauty who^ 
pladng his fbger on his lip, beckoned him to 
follow, and haying reached a dark passage 
began the ensuing dialogue : 

<^ Dost thou know me, Mophin ?" 

*^ I ought perhaps to recognise thee, smce 
thou art acquainted with my name; yet I do 
not remember to have seen thee till now/' 

^^ It is well ; and I rejoice that Medra wears 
so impenetrable a disguise/' 

^* Medra in such a habit !" 

** The same ; but restrain your astonishment, 
and listen. The Achaean stands on the edge 
of destruction; promise to aid me in his 
preservation, or never expect to behold me 
more." 
' ^^ Tou know, I would have assisted the 
cause of Typhon* himself at your bidding." 

^ By Osiris ! you are an ornament to your 
age, but I return to my subject. Swear then, 

* Typhon was a * successful rebel who murdered his 
brother, an ancient king of Egypt ; but he was after- 
wards himself overthrown in battle and slain. — See the 
first book of Diodorus Siculus. 
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hj ihe divinity of many eye^, to be i^cret and 
fiiithful to my piincess." 

*' Speak freely ; for by that all seeing ane» 
and by her who is called the Andent, I 
vow inviolable fidelity to thee> Lalaris, and the 
Achsean.*' 

^'Let Aeithallon then bewdffe of Phthomi% 
who observed him this morning, when con- 
ferring privately with the princess. I was soon 
made acquainted with this drcnmstance, and 
seeing the danger to which the Achaean was 
exposed, resolved by some means or other to 
find out the plan agitated by the priest, with 
regard to his rival. Having put on, therefore, 
the garb I now wear, I was proceeding in quest 
of Fhthomis, — scarcely knowing how I should 
act,— when I encountered some one, who en-' 

* The two great divinities of the ancient Egyptians 
were the sun and the moon represented respectively by 
the titles Osiris and Isis, the former signifying, having 
many eyes, and the latter, the Ancient. A king and qileen 
were afterwards deified en accoont of their extraordinary 
services to mankind, and v^re invested with the same 
titles. — See the authority last cited. 
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quired eagerly for that pontiff. What is your 
will with him, I asked ? ' I must deliyer this 
paper into his own hand/ (said the stranger.) 
Then^ said I^ we are happily met ; I am one 
of his attendants^ and was strictly chaiged to 
bring him a certain scroll^ (which he said he 
eipected) whenever it should be deUrered to 
me : he is now engaged with our king ; give me 
therefore the paper. I was astonished at my 
ewnboldness^ which was however suocessftd : — 
read these characters.'* ^ 

Mophin took the papyrus^ and exclaimed as 
he glanced at the contents^ ^^ Immortal powers ! 
it is the hand of Naphrenis which has traced 
these words of such deadly import: let me 
peruse them again." 
^ ^Phthomis^ dost thou despise my warnings 
and wilt thou indeed hesitate till thy presump- 
tuous rival shall bear Lalaris hence? They 
have already met as avowed lovers ; and when 
their swift bark shall cleave the ocean ; when 
Egjrpt shall be dishonomred and thyself derided, 
the voice of vengeance shall be raised in vain. 
It must not be; I have provided 9, remedy. He 
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who deHvers this is faithful, — ^the same emis^ 
sary will attend me at the banquet, and will ad* 
minister a poisoned draught to Aeithallon. Tet 
acddents may overthrow the best laid plan, and 
should the Acheean thus escape us, invite him 
in the evening to an excursion on the Nile, 
glide down to the northern suburbs of Sais, 
where you will be received by some who are 
informed, that he who committed the outrage 
at Bubastis is here, and he will no longer be 
able to shun the fate he has so well merited. At 
midnight I will myself inform thee how our 
plan has ended.'' 

" Am I awake !" (said Mophin) ^^ can ap- 
parent love be converted into such hatred ? 
How shall we rescue Aeithallon ?** 

"The task will be difficult, yet it must be 
attempted; since the life of Lalaris, no less 
than that of the northern stranger, depends 
upon it; for, should jealousy and perfidy prevail 
over the latter, I tell thee Mophin, the voice 
of his only child will soon be heard no more in 
the halls of Mycerinus. Seek then the foreigner, 
and seize an opportunity to relate what we 
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Viave discovered: watch him carefully at the 
banquet^ and whenever the mstrument of the 
treachery of Naphrenis prepares to serve him 
any beverage, pour out another goblet of the 
same, and cany it to the Achaean, as if you 
thought you had been summoned first, — and 
contrive that he drinks from it instead of the 
poisoned one ; but in such a manner that his 
enemies may think they have triumphed : then 
let Aeithallon rise presently from table (as 
though he already felt the effects of the draught) 
and at once retire from the banquet. Thus 
shall we cheat, for the present, the malice of his 
foes ; but time wears, be secret, and may the 
gods assist thee/' 

^* And how Medra shall I know the agent 
of Naphrenis ?" 

^* It is impossible to mistake him, he is 
small of stature, squints with one eye, and has 
ferocity written in every feature." 

" Is not he, Sasak, one of those who used 
to be employed about the sacred animals be- 
longing to the palace of Memphis ?" 

^*The same 5 and he was among the most 

k3 
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iiiriotts on he^ng of the death of the haw^ ; 
for being now rathet advanced in years, he is 
not strictly confined to his proper occupation, 
but has been permitted by our king to follow 
him to the festivals of his coimtry, and he thu« 
became acquainted with what happened at the 
city of Artemis." 

During this conversation, several £g5rptians 
had assembled on the terrace ; and the Oreek 
was admiring the splendour and animation of 
the scene, when he was summoned to the pre- 
sence of Mycerinus : he obeyed, and the mo- 
narch said, as he looked at him with a sorrow- 
ful expression : 

*^When first I beheld thee at Bubastis, 
Achaean, and listened to thy Sad and adventu- 
rous story, I was irresistibly drawn towards[tfiee, 
and hoped my country would have been the 
limit of thy wanderings. Even now that strange 
things are reported of thee, my former impres- 
sions are not obliterated : thy presumption, if 
rumour and more than rumour speaks truth, 
amounts indeed to insanity, yet it is qualified in 
some degree by the imprudence of others, and 
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tiiy ignoraaoo of the usages of Hgypt. I there* 
fore could foigiye thy boldness ; but thou hast 
excited the rage of those who «re more injured 
or less placable than myself: and this circum- 
stance obliges me to recomm^id thy speedy 
departure from my Idngdom. The feast of Saia 
will last some days longer; but I enjoin thee 
after this eveniiitg^ to confine thyself to the resi- 
dence of Mentro^ he will soon return to Pdxi- 
ttum^ amd will there furnish thee with a vessel, 
and gold from my treasury^ that thou mayest 
know I am influenced by necessity^ rather than 
anger. Thou shalt be transported to whatever 
region thou wilt, and mayest thou be more 
happy and more guarded than heretofore/' 

The Greek acquiesced with the utmost grace 
in this annunciation, though the persuasion 
that he possessed the affection of the daughter 
of Mycerinus, made him inwardly doubt^ as to 
how far he should finally comply with it. He 
however perceived he had much to oppose him 
in Egypt, and when, on tetoming to the terrace^ 
he was informed by Mopbin of the plot by 
which his life was threatened, h^ at once saw 
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the necessity of employing the greatest speed 
if he retreated^ or the most refined artifice if he 
remained. The royal pair, together with Lala* 
ris, now joined their guests, and the banquet 
soon after commenced. Above the Egyptians, 
nature had spread her canopy of azure; the 
swelling Nile rolled majestically at their feet, 
and, as their eyes contemplated the virtuous 
monarch, their hearts were soothed by the 
sweet assurance that the sceptre was no longer 
swayed by tyranny and impiety. Yet there 
were some in that assembly who, lost amid 
the agitation of their own feelings, looked with 
apathy on the external happiness by which they 
were surrounded : the princess and the young 
priest of Vulcan were here confronted with 
Aeithallon, and their countenances sufficiently 
revealed the mental struggle, that laboured to 
veil the sensations, with which they beheld a 
rival and a lover. 

But to neither of tiiese was that scene 
fraught with such lively torture as to Naphre- 
nis ; had t^e features of Lalaris been as dead 
and unchanging as those of a statue, her ima- 
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g^nation would have discovered in them the 
emotions of passion. As it was, her face ap- 
peared, to the daughter of Mentro, to speak 
-words whose import could not be mistaken, 
and which, in spite of the caution he had re- 
ceived, were unequivocally re-echoed by the 
Greek. 

Ever since her arrival at Sais, Naphrenis, 
goaded on by jealousy, had been incessantly 
active in her endeavours to ruin the foreigner. 
She had acquainted Phthomis that the heart of 
Lalaris was given to Aeithallon ; and had thus 
put in motion a train of circumstances which 
ended in his dismissal from Egypt. The fu- 
ture, however, was still uncertain ; and, though 
she suspected the Greek might possibly be 
banished the court, she had seen so many 
proofs of his daring and of the influence he 
exercised over others, that she could not re- 
gard his expulsion as more than possible ; and, 
incensed at the idea that he might, after all, be 
superior, she had embraced the tremendous 
resolution above described. The consciousness 
£bat she was engaged in the destruction of him 
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flhe onoe loTed,added tenfold fiiry to the tempest 
which menaced the destruction of her reason ; 
and, when she beheld the noble fbrm^ and the 
dark flowing locks of the Greek, so strongly 
contrasted with the aspect of her own country- 
men,*— when she mariced his expressive 
lineaments, on which were sketched the work- 
ings of the bold spirit within, she thought 
he had never appeared so transcendently beau- 
tiful as on that day, and almost repented the 
black design that was destined to blast such a 
masterly production of the hand of nature. 
She alternately resolved and doubted;— ice and 
fire successively drculated in her veins ;-— she 
looked eagerly for the instrument of the in- 
tended violence ; he was no where to be seen j 
she shuddered lest it might not longer be in 
her power to countermand her orders— deter- 
mining, if an opportunity should be afforded, 
to retract the doom of death she had pro- 
nounced. 

Sasak at length met her sight; and a ghastly 

• The heads of the ancient Egyptians were shaved. 
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paleness was sacceeded by a flush ibett spoke 
the fierer of the mind. She began to approach 
Mm— she still hesitated — ^the voice of Aei- 
^taHlon fdl upon her ear like a strain of pre- 
ternatural sweetness ; she fdUlowed his motions 
for an instant, and observed him offering some 
slight courtesy to the princess. The past now 
rose b^ore her ; she thought of the summer- 
house at Pdiusium, and of the r^ulse she had 
&ere experienced : the inward scream of in- 
censed jealousy, which had slept for a mo- 
laent, again, arose and silenced the pleading 
of pity and remorse. Rage again swayed her 
uuod uncontrolled, and concealed the dark- 
ness of the gulph, on the brink of which 
8hestood% 

*' Those accents are not uttered, those locks 
are not decked for me ;" she thought within 
herself, ^^ no ; they must be whispered to the 
retirement, and play around the form of Lala- 
ris. But, if there be any virtue in the en- 
venomed plant, yonder thing of beauty and 
eloquence shall soon become a quenched lamp, 
a stringless lyre ! " 
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The Egyptians now began tx> arrange them* 
selves, and Mophin contrived to place the 
Gre^k so that he could not be watdied by 
Naphrenis, whose agony mcreased as the ap» 
pomted consummation of her treachery seem- 
ed about to take effect. She looked at Fhtho- 
mis, who returned her glance without any 
apparent meaning, and, whilst she was as-- 
tonished at the coolness he displayed, she ad* 
mired the artifice which, she thought, prompted 
him to effect it, and endeavoured, from his 
example, to view, with more composure, the 
execution of her purpose. 

They had not been long at the banquet 
when the Greek called for a draught of wine ; 
and Naphrenis almost desired the suspension 
of her fieu^ulties when she saw Sasak fill a large 
goblet, and, witii a quickness, and dexterity, 
which escaped every eye but hers, mingle with 
it a mortal drug. In the fi*enzy of that mo- 
ment she wished some accident might discover 
or ruin her design ; yet she permitted her 
emissary to proceed with her plan, till Mophin, 
seeming to speak to one of the attendants who 
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stood near him^ started wp, as had been pre- 
viously concerted, ^and said to Sasak : — 

"Thou art summoned by the king. I. will 
bear this to the Achaean." 

So saying, he received the wine ; and, while 
Sasak went to attend Mycerinus, poured out 
another goblet^ as if for himself, and hastened 
with both towards Aeithallon; on reaching 
the table, he pretended to stumble, at the 
same time dropping the cups, and, instantly 
replenishing the one that had been poisoned, 
which was embossed with gems, gave it to the 
Greek, who, purposely delaying till Sasak 
<^iUd observe him, drained the contents just 
as the latter Egyptian (having discovered he 
had never been called for by the monarch, and 
anxious to see his design completed) was re» 
^oniing towards the foreigner; and the con- 
federate of Naphraiis saw, with transport, the 
goblet, his own hand had drugged, emptied by 
his intended victim. He perceived, indeed, 
wine, jiad been spilt ; but the cup Mop^in had 
filled for himself, lay on the ground ; — ^a thing 
which sufficiently accounted for the above cir- 
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comstaaoe : and tihe dangkter of Mentro start- 
ed when she was infonned^ by a loisid hem (the 
appointed signal) that she raagjit consider A^- 
thallon ahready dead. The liUtor soon after 
arose, saying sometiiing, in his own language, 
to Mophin, and feigning pain in his ooim- 
tenance. The interpreter, accordin^y, whis- 
pered to Mentro, that the Greek was ill, and 
desired to quit the palace; the same intelli- 
gence was commnmicated to Mycerinus; and 
the governor of Pelusium, together with his 
immediate party, retired to his own residence. 
A gloom was thus cast over the festivities 
of Sais ; and as the eyes of the rest of the^ 
assembly surveyed so many vacant places, a 
(doud passed over their minds, which seemed 
presageful of still deeper horror. The utmost 
efforts of the king could not wholly effiice thk 
dark impression, which was propl^c of the 
coming hour; and when, according to' the 
usage of Egypt, the image of death was intro- 
duced> when it was cried aloud to each of tiiie 
guests :—-^^ Behold this, and drink; for thou 
shalt hereafter thysetf be thus," they forgot 
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die hilarity to wbieli they were invited in the 
solemnity of the ^chortation ; and a moaning 
voice seemed to sweep from afar> that spoke of 
woe, wlndk, though future^ was not remote. 

The siin^ at length, set ; one by one, the 
%7ptian8 left the terrace^ or stroUed, tor 
awhile, in thin and scattered groups, amid the 
rebcs of that day's magtiificence. Wreaths of 
&ded blossoms strewed the marble; the ha]£- 
consumed aromatic was exhaling the last of 
Ha firagrant breath ; and the strains, which had 
been poured, at intervals, from the labyrinthine 
Guides in the gardens, now sent forth a fiednter, 
and more interrupted symphony. 

Presanity no one was to be seen except the 
attendants, rapidly clearing away the appa^ 
ratos of the banquet ; and when they too re- 
tired, having obliterated every vestige of that 
i^^al splendour, darkness and silence invaded 
the scene : and the transient pageantry of an 
hour was surrendered to the eternal reign of 
nature. It was midnight, and the city of Sais 
"was hushed in repose; — but the ravages of care 
are not confined to the houf s of light, and La^ 
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laris, finding it was im}x>ssible to sleep^ came to 
the window of her apartment which overlooked 
the terrace, and snrveyed the magnificent river 
that seemed to slumber beneath the soft colour- 
ing of a starry sky^ as if she could catch from 
that tranquil picture, an influence that might 
console the agitation of her mind. As she 
stood thus in deep but unquiet absorption, she 
was startied by the dash of a distant oar ; she 
listened, a torrent of strange thoughts passed 
through her breast; it approached still nearer, 
and as the tones of a harp were borne from 
below, the well known voice of Aeithallon, sang 
in his own language the following song, with 
which she had become acquainted during his 
stay at Bubastis :•— 

The summer gale is hush'd to rest 

On the ocean's waveless breast 

And Helen hath left Eurotas's tide 

Nor Atreos's son is at her side^ 

For he is gone to Greta's isle. 

And a chief hath swept fifom the eastern shore. 

And she is fair and false the while ; 

And the wave is wak'd by his midnight oar. 
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That chieftain marks not the starry skies. 

For he steers, by the light of Helen's eyes ; 

And calmly lies the moon-lit water. 

To gaze on Leda's matchless daughter. 

Yet sigh the reeds on Simois' stream 

And the vultore hath rab'd a famish'd scream, i 

Snufling the feast that most be spread j 

By Helen, of nnnumber'd dead. ' 

When the strain ceased, she heard footsteps, 
and her lover almost immediately stood in ij 

sight The daughter of Mycerinus was asto- | 

uished at this meeting ; yet the happiness it | 

occasioned her was. predominant over every I 

other feeling, though she trembled for the 
safety of him, who had again sought the palace < 

in spite of the mandate of power; and in a sup- 
pressed voice, began the following discourse : 

" My noble Aeithallon, know you the risk you 
nin in returning hither? Inexpressible as is 
my delight at thus unexpectedly beholding you, 
I shudder at what might be the result, should 
this conference be discovered. But, teU me, is 
it true you are banished fipom the court ?" 
'*I must, radiant princess, not only leave 
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Sais to-morrow^ but am also driyen from 
Egypt's shores^^-Hsuch at least is the comiaaiid 
of the ruler of Mizraim,— -and I am there* 
fore come, at this dead hour, in the hope 
that, whilst the eye and the tongue of envy 
should be closed in forgetfulness, I might per- 
chance snatch one moment of untainted bUss, 
ere I again become a wanderer of the wave. 
My desire is so far accompUshed; my ear has 
drunk those accents ; that form has once more 
met my view, and memory shall prolong this 
strain, and this vision throughout fiiturity. The 
last day of summer is not less bright becauae 
storm and mist ure on its track, and, when toss- 
ing on the ocean of events, without a haven^ I 
shall still recur with ecstacy to this rapturous 
night, and cling to the sweet hope that there is 
one in the far valley of the Nile, who feels a 
sympathy for Aeithallon^ and will sometimes 
breathe a sigh for the griefs of the northern 
stranger/' 

• •* Speak not thus, my Achaean, your words 
are torture: these streaming eyes and this 
throbbing bosom do but col(fly express my 
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thoughts. Can yon then think I shall survive 
our separation ? No, the will of a parent should 
perhi^s be pioramonnt, and our union may 
never take place, yet the incessant . galling of 
tbe same fett^ that restrains, may also destroy ; 
MHi when your galley shall again be launched 
^ the ocean think of me as already dead. JBut 
^ must TK)t be : the tempest which is most 
^pus, is often the most transitory; let us 
yield to present circumstances in such a 
'■^"B^er as to be able to take advantage of a 
ravoorabie revolution: qxdt Sais to^norrow, 
•nice it is so decreed, but do not depart from 
%ypt; conceal yourself in the north, and all 
^ yet be well. Unshaken constancy will con- 
nect us with a chain that cannot be broken, nor 
^ Mycerinus endure to behold his daughter 
*"4ing prematurely to the chambers of death. 
*^ the mean time do not feiff Phthomis.; my 
heart is incapable of change, and he shall pre- 
^ neither by blandishments nor intrigue : I 
^^ appear sometimes in a crowded ^saloon, 
^'^e my words and smiles will flow for others, 
hut the thoughts and »ghs of my retirement 
shall be yours alone/* 
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Whilst the lovers were thus engaged in as- 
suring each other^ and arranging plans for the 
future, the young priest of Vulcan, distracted 
with the occurrences of the last day, had also 
left the palace, and was meditating how he 
should next proceed with regard to the prin- 
cess, when he suddenly caught sight of the 
boat which had transported the Greek to La- 
laris. 

^^What means yonder bark?" he inwardly 
exclaimed, '^ can it be that the foe of my peace 
is here to-night ?" and, enraged beyond control 
at this thought, he continued : ^< By the great 
Phtha, thou shalt trample on me no more; 
come what may, that stream shall run purple 
with thy blood." 

To fly to his apartment and arm himself with 
a dagger was the work of a moment, yet during 
that lime the daughter of Mentro (as had been 
agreed in the intercepted scroll) reached the 
terrace by its southern access, and Phthomis, 
on returning to the spot he had just left, was 
startled by perceiving a human figure ; he invo- 
luntarily unsheathed his weapon, but the next 
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instant revealed the individiial by whom he 
was encountered, and still holding his dagger 
drawn, he said in the utmost surprise : 

" Naphrenis, is it thou ? And at such an 
liour ! what makes thee thus violate the repose 
of nature? 

^ In that repose I shall henceforth have no 
part," (she repUed) ; ^' but why dost thou look 
so fixedly on me, as if I alone had procured his 
death ? And wherefore dost thou hold thy 
dagger that gleams as wanly as the last glance 
of Aeithallon, and is as cold as the heart which 
is now for ever still ? Bury it in thine own 
breast, if thou canst not endure the retro^ect 
of the past, or plunge it into mine, and save me 
firom myselfc" 

" I understand thee not," (rejoined Phtho- 
mis, ^^ is the Achaean dead ? and by thy 
hand ?" 

*'.Art thou mad?" answered Naphrenis, " or 
have I been betrayed ? Didst thou not yester^ 
day receive a scroll that spoke of poison ?" 

" No, by Osiris ! But is Aeithallon poisoned ? 
I saw him indeed rise from the banquet, and 
voi*, II. • L ' 
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heard he had been seized by sudden indisposi- 
tion/' 

^^ The hue of death was then on his counte- 
nance^" she said. 

''Whose boat floats yonder ?" continued the 
pontiff. Naphrenis looked towards the water^ 
and as her eye £b11 on the well known harp 
that was lying in the skiff^ she said^-— 
turning deadly pale— "It is strange, yet — ^how 
did Mophin answer my enquiry ? Can he bare 
escaped?" With these words she uttered a 
scream and fled, and at the same time, Phtho- 
mis perceived the Greek who was returning 
towards his boat ; infuriated at this sight, the 
youth rushed upon him, exclaiming : '' Perish, 
traitor, in thy presumption !" and making a vio- 
lent thrust at him with his dagger, which Aei- 
thallon scarcely parried, the priest closed with 
him, so as to render it impossible for him to 
draw his &ulchion, and seemed on the point of 
overcoming his antagonist. But the Greek 
was active and wary, and said, as he caught his 
adversary's weapon : 

'' I counsel thee, rash Egyptian, to suffer my 
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departure, or thou mayest have cause to re- 
pent thy interference." 

" Yield thee to my mercy, Achaean !" re- 
joined Phthomis. 

^ Never," replied the former, '* shall 
Aeidiallon, till stretched in death, stoop in 
conflict beneath the arm of mortal." 

** Forbear him, my son !" cried a thrilling 
voice from the palace. ^' Achaean, let go thy 
opponent, and he shall do thee no injury." 

Such was the command of the hierophant 
of Vulcan, who being about to perform his 
nocturnal ^bluti6ns* when the fray began, was 
alarmed by the cry of Naphrenis, and shud- 
dered when he beheld from the lattice, Jhe 
peril of his son. The younger pontiflF, how- 
ever, was too highly incensed to regard the 
exhortation of his father, and his rival was 
so closely pressed, and protected himself with 
such difficulty from the Egyptian's dagger, 

♦ The ancient Egyptian priests bathed in cold water 
twice every day, and as often during the night. — See the 
Euterpe of Herodotus, chap.xzxvii. 

L 2 
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that he was obliged to continue the contest 
in his own defence. 

The elder Phthomis trembled at the des- 
perate vehemence of the strife, and summoning 
his attendants, hastened to divide the com- 
batants. Already he was on the terrace, when 
the young priest, fearing his adversary would 
be rescued from his vengeance, redoubled his 
eflforts, and aimed his strokes with such vio- 
lence and rapidity as menaced the latter with 
instant destruction. The Greek was thus 
driven to extremities ; and being moreover, 
eicasperated by a slight wouild, he lifted the 
Egyptian from the ground, and exclaiming: 
^-^^ Go hence, and cool thy impetuosity !** 
hurled him from the marble work into the 
river below. 

Heavily did that fall smite on the heart of his 
parent ; and he would immediately have rushed 
into the water, had he not been restrained by 
some of the attendants, the rest of whom 
were employed, partiy in putting oflF the boat, 
which was soon discovered, with the view of 
saving Phthomis, and partly in securing Aei* 
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tballon. The latter made no effort to escape^ 
being confowided at the calamity himself had 
caused, and he was hurried into the palace, 
whilst every attempt to save the yoimg Egyp- 
tian had proved abortive. 

As soon as the occurrences of that tragical 
night became known to Mycerinus, he was 
anxious, if possible, to preserve the Greek from 
destruction. The boldness of the foreigner, 
indeed, surprised him, yet from what he had 
h^ard, he plainly perceived his temerity might 
be traced in part to the encouragement of 
the princess, and his ignorance of the pe- 
culiar and rooted prejudices of Egypt. But 
though these circumstances appeared to the 
generous and enlarged mind of the monarch 
sufficiently great to clear uie conduct of Aei- 
thallon, he felt that others would not yield to 
this conviction; and the utmost he could 
therefore effect was, that the course of ar 
legal trial should be awaited •before deciding 
upon the fate of the prisoner. 

The court, together with the governor of 
Pelusium, now returned to Memphis, where 
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the supreme tribunal of thiily one* then re- 
sided, and the long employed the time that 
inteirened before the trial, in endeavourii^ 
to influence the judges in favour of the Greek ; 
but they maintained an inaccessible distance 
on the subject, and silently warned the prince 
he was intruding on their prerogative. 

At length the day arrived wh^i the impor- 
tant case was to be determined : the thirty-one 
assembled in the high temple of Vulcan, where 
the proceedings were opened by solemn sacri- 
fices. Mycerinus, habited as king and priest, 
adorned with the sacred key, the symbol of 
initiation, whilst the golden serpentf glittered 

* In ancient Egypt^ the judicial power was not vested 
in the crown, and the supreme tribunal consisted of 
thirty judges and a president. The thirty were elected, 
ten from each of the three great cities of £g3rpt, lliebes, 
Memphis and Heliopolis. One of these was constituted 
president, and his place was supplied by another sent 
from the city to which he belonged. The sanctity of 
this court was highly celebrated, and Diodoms compares 
it to the tribunal of the Areopagus at Athens, and that 
of the Gerusia at Sparta. 

f A small serpent often appears on the head-dress 
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on his head-dress^ stood by the flamiiig altar 
amid an aromatic cloud of firankincensey and 
eyery one present felt a sensation of the deepest 
melancholy, as with a voice to which mental 
excitement imparted a peculiar pathos, he 
joined the chief pontiff in imploring the creative 
power* to aid the efforts of mortals and give 
to the events of that day an issue con- 
ducive to the weal of Egypt. The monarch 
next inspected the entrails of the victim, the 
tokens of which being propitious,t the presi- 



of the Egyptian kings, as they are represented on the 
monuments, and was the symbol of royalty. The mo- 
narch is also frequently adorned with a key, which fitly 
expressed knowledge of the mysteries. The kings were 
always initiated. — See Heeren's description of some of 
the Eg3rptian monuments. 

* The element of fire was one of tiie five great influences 
worshipped by the ancient Egyptians. It was considered 
the principal agent of creation, and was represented 
under the title of Fhtha. 

f The most superficial student of antiquity must 
hare become acquainted with the confidence reposed 
by the ancients in the art of divining the future, from 
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dent of the judges put on the gold chain, from 
which depended an image fonned of inestima- 
ble gems^— the symbol of truth— whose very es- 
sence being made up of eternal and uncloud- 
ed light, it has no need of the visual organ, and 
was therefore fitly represented by a figure 
without eyes. 
This was the signal* for commencing the 

the appearance of the entrails of sacrifices. Shak> 
speare alludes to this art in his tragedy of Julioa 
Cesar, where he makes the messenger of tke 
priests endeavour to dissuade Ceesar from going to 
the senate-house, the' messenger giving, as a reason^ 
the inauspicious aspect of the sacrifices in the fol- 
lowing words : — 

" Plucking the entrails of an ofi^ering forth. 
They could not find a heart within the beast." 

We are told, by Diodorus, that the method of di* 
vination here mentioned was practised by the kings of 
Egypt. 

* The image of truth, here mentioned, was worn 
by the. chief judge during the trial, winch conunenced 
as soon as he puC on that ornament, . and terminated 
when he touched, with it, one of the contending 
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trial ; and the king, taking his place on the 
throne, prepared to witness the process^ to- 
gether with the queen and the princess ; the 
latter had not rested the night hefore; nor, 
^nce the last fearful incidents of her hfe, had 
the hours of darkness once veiled her from 
herself in unbroken repose. The corrodings 
of sorrow were strongly depicted in her coun- 
tenance ; and every, heart was drawn towards 
her by a sad and irresistible interest, as, with 
a fixed glance of preternatural eagerness, she 
contemplated the scene before her. 

Papyrus was now presented to Phthomis, 
who wrote^ the accusation and the penalty to 

• All speaking was forbidden in the judicial pro- 
ceedings of the ancient Egyptians^ who thought the 
use of oratory often enabled superior genius or aur 
dacity to overthrow the cause of truth. The whole 
process was conducted in writing : the plaintiff first 
vn'ote the accusation, together with the penalty he 
conceived due ; this document was shown to the de- 
fendant, who wrote, in his turn, endeavouring to over- 
throw or palliate- the charge. The plaintiff was at 
liberty to continue his accusation, and the defendant 

L 3 
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which he thought the accused was subject. 
The roll was perused in silence, and its im- 
port was as follows ^— 

^^ Aeithallon, the Achaean^ has skin my son^ 
being a priest ; and ought^ therefore, to be 
put to death." 

The Greek was next furnished with the ap- 
paratus for writing, who, being as3isted by the 
interpreter, Mophin, prepared the following 
answer to the charge : — 

" I have indeed slain the son of the priest 
of Vulcan ; but have not, therefore, incurred 
the penalty of death ; for he attacked me first 
with rancour, and would not listen to my 
remonstrance. His father, himself, must have 
observed the fury with which he struck at me 
with his dagger ; I slew him, therefore, in my 
own defence." 



might reply ; here the writing ended^ — ^the judges re- 
tired to deliberate^ and the president signified the de- 
cision of the court, in the manner already described. 
— See the first book of the historian last cited. 
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Hie reply was read by Phthomis^ who 
WKUte, a second tiine^ to this effect : — 

'^ What the Acheean alleges may be true } 
yet it cannot avail him anytMng^ siace he first 
gave provocation by daiing to become the 
nval of my son, and, to outrage the greatness 
and sanctity of onr caste; and he is^ above all, 
inexcusable, because, in returning to the pa- 
lace on the night he polluted with murder, he 
infiringed the positive prohibition of our mo* 
narcfa ; — ^aii act which, of itself, demanded that 
every hand should be raised against the pre- 
sumptuous stranger : and hence my son's dag- 
ger, when it sought the life of AeithaUon, did 
but defend the royal honour, and assert the 
cause of justice. The Acheean, therefore^ has 
trampled, at once, on the dignity of the 
priests, and the rubier of Egypt 3 and has slain 
its rightful avenger : he therefore ought to 
die." 

The above document was laid before the 
Greek, who, having glanced over it, began, in 
his turn, to write, for the last time, and thus 
continued his apology : — 
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^ Why should I be the victim of misrepre- 
sentation ? and why shoiild prejudice assume 
die aspect of truth ? I am sprung firom an 
origin which^ in my own country, covers my 
name with honour ; and drew my eariiest 
breath among a nation of which freedom is 
the soul, and whidi is ignorant of the innu^ 
merable distinctions of Egypt. Being des* 
cended from a prince, I loved the daughter of 
a king ; and knew not I thus committed so 
deep a crime. It is true that, on the night 
of unhappiness, at Sais, I revisited the palace, 
and sought a last interview with the princess, 
contrary to the command of Mycerinus. But 
is this action alone of such a nature as to be 
expiable only by blood? I say this action 
alone, for I still contend that it was solely in 
my own defence I slew the priest; it was not 
the love of justice, but the hatred of a rival 
that animated faim^ in the contest ; it was not 
the violated honour of his caste, — nor my 
disobedience to his king, that excited him 
against me : if so, why did he not yield to his 
father*s injunction, whose presence, together 
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ivith SO many attendants^ would have en- 
sured my capture^ and given his country an 
opportunity of vindicating its own injuries ? 
No 5 it was thirst for my life, — ^it was the rage 
of jealousy, — ^it was the fire of revenge that 
parched his breast, and made him deaf to all 
entreaty. He perished, indeed; but he was 
the procurer of his own destruction. Think 
not, however, I shrink from death; if my 
guilt appears so indehble, let the mandate 
come forth : yet know that none other than 
myself shall prevail over AeithaUon." 

The accusation and defence being now com- 
pleted, the judges retired into another apart- 
ment ; and the time that must yet elapse be- 
fore the doom of the foreigner should be de- 
cided, seemed, to Lalaris, an age of agony 
and suspense. 

At length the president returned; every 
whisper was hushed ; scarcely a breath was 
drawn, every eye in the assembly was 
turned on that venerable Egyptian ; and few 
were they, such was the power of his external 
attractions, who desired the condemnation of 
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the Greek. The chief judge slowly paced 
the chambeTy and touched Aeithallon with 
the sacred image that hung from his neck, 
thus showing he was delivered from the 
extreme weight of the charge made by 
I%thomis, and the final sentence was declared : 
namely, that he could remain no longer in 
Egypt, with which decree Mycerinus prepared 
instantly to comply, congratulating himself 
that the affair had terminated so much better 
than he had imagined. 

The Greek was provided with a galley, some 
slaves, and a considerable pcHtion of money ; 
and, being rapidly transported to Pelusimn, 
again rushed into the briny world, and for 
ever quitted a land to which he had been the 
cause of imnumbered woes. With a heavy 
and disconsolate heart, he stood at the stem 
of his vessel, watching the swiftly receding 
shores of Mizraim, which he had visited like a 
baneful pestilence, blasting the happiness of 
all within his sphere. 

The princess Lalaris, when she saw him de- 
part, rejoiced he had escaped the death she 
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had dreaded ; yet she felt as if an arrow had 
transfixed her bosom : and history informs ua 
that, like a rose shaken from a leafy bower^ by 
a sudden tempest^ in the season of springs 
the only daughter of Mycerinus passed away^ 
by a premature death, amid the tears and sighs 
of her country. Bitter was the grief that now 
oppressed the monarch of Egypt ; yet, so 
strange is man, that, when an oracle, from the 
dty of Butus,* informed him he should hve 
but six years longer, he was thrown into the 
greatest dismay. Life, thus limited, appeared 
invested with a thousand charms ; and he is 
said^ in the height of his anguish, to have 
poured out invectives on the gods, for having 
shortened his existence when they had. per- 
mitted his impious predecessors to reign each 
fifiby years. 



• The city of Butus was consecrated to Latona. — 
See the Euterpe of Herodotus^ chap. 59. The oracle 
sent to Mycerinus, and the conduct he afterwards 
adopted, are mentioned hy the ahove author, in the 
book just cited, chap. 133. ^ 
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He considered, however, that though he 
might repine at the voice of destiny, he could 
not annul its decrees ; he, therefore, revolved 
various methods for making the most of the 
time still granted him, and, at length deter- 
mined (setting aside the law of nature) to allow 
scarcely an hour for repose, — devote to plea^ 
sure and activity the time lost, by others, in 
forgetfulness, and thus nearly double the 
period conceded him by the immortals. 

The palace, accordingly, both day and night, 
exhibited a scene of constant festivity ; splen- 
did mansions were prepared in the most de- 
licious spots in the Delta, which were visited, 
in succession^ by the court, each embeUished 
by some new variety, and affording some enjoy- 
ment hitherto untasted. When the sim set, the 
splendour of innumerable lamps blazed around, 
and within, the royal residence : many were 
suspended among the branches of trees ; and 
the same gales which dispensed the fragrance 
of the garden, caused, as they whispered 
through their shades, a fitful radiance. In- 
struments of music were heard in every apart- 
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ment; the banquet was replenished with 
endless profusion^ and there w;ere many who 
fell Tictims to that unremitted draught of 
pleasure. 

Tet Mycerinus never deviated from the 
path of rectitude ; nor^ throughout that season 
of deUght, did he once experience the ap- 
proach of satiety : and^ when^ at lengthy he 
reclined in the sepulchral chamber of his an- 
cestors^ the Egyptians deplored the loss 
of the mildest and most virtuous of prin- 
ces. 
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PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

The king of Egypt, whom history relates to haye beea 
driyen from his throne by Sabaco, the Ethiopian, iof 
called in Herodotas Aniu8« and by other authors Boc- 
choris. The difference of the name, however, does not 
alone prove them to be different indiyidnals, because it 
was a common thing for a monarch to have two names ; 
thus, for instance, Sesostris seems also to have been 
called Rameses. And the Egyptian kings were fre- 
quently adorned with titles, expressing the favour with 
which they were regarded by particular divinities. For 
example, we have The beloved of Ammon, The con- 
firmed of Ammon, etc. 

And modern times furnish numerous specimens of 
similar titles ; for instance, Richard, the lion-hearted* 
and many others. So far, then, Anisis and Bocchoris 
might have been the same person ; but there are some 
facts in their history which greatly distinguish them, 
and especially the former is said by Herodotus to have 
survived the Ethiopian invasion, and to have regained 
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his throne ; and the latter is described as having been 
taken, and burnt alive by Sabaco. 

We may, however, perhaps account for this discre- 
pancy by supposing that the priest, from whom Hero- 
dotus drew his information, invented ' the story they re- 
lated to him, in order to conceal the calamities of their 
kmg, and to make their nation appear triumphant. To 
which motive we may also possibly ascribe their silence 
as to the plagues of Egypt, to which there is no allu- 
sion in the above-mentioned author. 
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THE INVASION OF EGYPT. 

In the midst of the wild and dreadful waste 
stretching from Egypt to the Atlantic^ nature 
has softened the frown of desolation with 
specks of verdure^ and gardens are encountered 
at intervals, surrounded by sterility and deaths 
One of these spots, (by the ancients denomi- 
nated Oases) about ten days' journey west of the 
valley of the Nile, was the seat of a flourishing 
Egyptian colony,* the tutelary deity of which 

* If we adopt the theory of Professor Heeren^ that 
the tide of civilization, together with the worship of 
Ammon« flowed northwards from Ethiopia, we can hardly 
avoid the conclusion that the district in Lybia, in which 
stood the ancient temple of Jupitei^-Aznmon was settled 
by the Egyptians. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THIB INVASION OV EGYPT. 2S7 

^;ras Ammon ; and whose inhabitants^ submit* 
ting at home to the government of the wise 
wdyirtuoiis, and excluded by their situation 
irom external shocks^ enjoyed {during the 
period of Egypt's early greatness) much peace 
and prosperity. The wounds inflicted on the 
land of the Pharaohs, by the tyranny and 
impiety of Cheops and Chephren, had been 
healed by the gentle and prudent administration 
of Myceriniis 5 and Anisis, who, at the time 
this story commences, filled the throne of 
Egypt, consulted by the wisdom* of his go- 
vernment, the welfare of his subjects. 

He had not long begun his reign, before it 
was judged expedient to send a sacred embassy 
to interrogate the ancient oracle contained in 
the above Oasis, on account of certain hostile 
appearances in the south; and many of the 
young Egyptians eagerly availed themselves of 
this opportunity of beholding so celebrated a 

* The king, in whose reign Egypt was invaded by the 
Ethiopians, is described as having been a wiae legislator. 
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district^ and temple, as that consecrated to 
Ammon. 

Amophis, king of the island of the desert^ re- 
ceived the deputation with great magnificence j 
and 'the high priest of Thebes who conducted 
it» was lodged, together with his most dis- 
tinguished companions, within the precincts of 
the palace, llie delicious groves that sur- 
rounded this venerable retreat, became thus 
the scene of uncommon splendour and ani* 
mation. The day was given to festivity, and 
innumerable lamps, suspended from the bran- 
ches of the towering palm, formed another 
sky ; the brilliance of which infringed the 
empire of darkness. 

The sixth sun had risen and set, and it was 
at length intimated to the embassy by their 
superior, that, having now obtained their 
object, it was time to return to Egypt. All 
of course assented, and the next day was fixed 
for their departure. 

* See a short description of this country of the 
Ammonians, in the Melpomene of Herodotus, chap. 181. 
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Among those who had joined the deputation 
was Fbalaros, a youth of great ability and 
attainments^ son of the first general of the 
state, and who^ consequently in addition to the 
above-mentioned qualifications, possessed the 
various advantages resulting firom high birth. 
His father had ever thought that wealth and 
rank, so far from being an ornament, were 
nitiier a disgrace to him whom they distin* 
gmshed, if they were unaccompanied by that 
mental ctdture, which alone elevates one being 
above another in tihe scale of humanity, and 
wUch he ought most to aim at, who is master 
of the many , resources of jhigh fortune. He 
had, accordingly, taken every means that ap- 
peared conducive to his son's advancement in 
learning, as well as in those exercises, more 
immediately demanded by the rules of his 
caste ; and the pains bestowed by the parent, 
ware so well seconded by nature, that the 
young warrior made an early proficiency in all 
intellectual and bodily accomplishments. 

Yet there ware two features in his character 
that were the cause of some solicitude to those 
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who watched over his youth : namely^ great 
impetaosity^ and an unbounded fondness for 
inquiry. The latter characteristic of his dis- 
position made him bum with a feverish thirst 
for the fountain of knowledge ; while the 
former trait led him to scorn any obstade that 
opposed itself to the gratification of his de- 
sires. 

He had one sister^ named Semrin^ who was 
the object of that warm affection which formed 
one of the happiest ingredients in his com- 
poimd^ and who shared in a high degree the 
endowments of her brother^ though softened 
by peculiar grace and gentleness. 

Such was Phakros^ who presented himself to 
the Theban pontiff, soon after the departure 
for Egypt jhad been determined ; firom which 
he for the present excused himself/ saying, he 
was desirous of spending some time longer in 
the Oasis of Ammon, which offered much to 
invite his curiosity. 

" And wherefore," said the priest, ^^ will you 
not accompany us to-morrow? Remember, 
some days must be consumed in the journey, 
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and that the great festival of Bubastis* ap- 
proaches/* 

^^ I shall return in time for that feast/' he 
replied ; *^ the circle of our year is but just 
completed ; and I have yet several days at my ■ 
disposal. Many peculiarities of this region 
remain unexplored, and I have besides been 
pressed to stay by the king of the district.** 

^ Perchance, if the eye of Amophis could 
read the mind, he might have been less urgent 
in his entreaties on that subject,*' rejoined the 
hierophant. 

^^ How mean you !** asked the young warrior, 
colouring deeply. 

^^ Control your indignation, and answer me 
candidly. It is the charms of the princess 
Madris, and no curiosity of the country which 
are about to detain you. Phalaros, I know 

I 
* Btibastis was tbe same as Diana, and the festival in 

her honour was the greatest and most universally at- 
tended of all the six sacred feasts enumerated by Hero- 
dotus, in the 59th chapter of his Euterpe. — See a very 
animated description of the above festival in the follow- 
ing chapter of the same book. 

VOIi. II. u 
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your impetuosity^ and your countenance tells 
me I have penetrated the secret of your soul. 
Pause then, while you are yet master of yourself, 
and listen to what I shall disdose, if you have 
not already gained tibe intelligence. Madris, 
daughter of the king of this territory, is pro- 
mised by her father in marriage to Rhampses 
the high priest of Ammon; he will proceed with 
us to Egypt, to join in the solemnization of 
certain rites at the temple of Kamac^, and he 
will be absent for some time, but on his return 
it isrumoured that the nuptials are to take place. 
Do not then rush into calamity, cior rashly 
pursue a path which, though its aspect be al- 
hiring, may end in the destruction of your 
peace. From the first step it is often ioa our 

• The Btupeodons ruins which are se^n on the eastern 
bank of the Nile« and which were included in ancient 
Thebes, still speak to us in language that cannot be mis- 
understood of the gigantic genius and vast magnificence 
of a past age; and the most noble perhaps of these are 
thought to hav€ belonged to the great temple of Ammon. 
They stand in the village* now called Kamac, and have 
already been alluded to in this work. 
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power to abstam^ but this once ttiken^ sets 
agencies to work by a thousand mysterious ties^ 
whidi may deprive us of our ability to change 
our course." 

Phalaros was astonished at what he heard, 
the priest had indeed guessed his thoughts, yet 
the young Egyptian was resolved to disguise 
his sentiments, dreading the interference of the 
pontiff might in some way cross them. He 
therefore feigned complete indifference with 
regard to Madris, saying she certainly possessed 
considerable beauty, but the nobility of his 
native country contained within its bright circle 
sTi£Glcient attraction, to prevent the necessity of 
seeking a consort in the desert; remarking 
finally that, after the information he had just 
recrived, he could not be so mad as to enter- 
tain an affection for that princess, even if such 
an affection had ever existed. He professed, 
in shorty a resolution of almost immediately re- 
turning to Egypt, still alleging his former 
motive for letting the embassy depart without 
him. The priest listened, but was not con- 
vinced; he however, affected to acquiesce, since 

M 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



244 THE INVASION OF EGYPT* 

opposition would have been fruitless^ and once 
more recommending caution^ entreated the 
yomig warrior not to be absent at the coming 
festival, and went to complete his preparations 
for the morrow's journey* 

^^ I am at length alone," sidd Phalaros, ^^ and 
a tniiii has indeed been revealed to me, by that 
prudent coimsellor ;— -and what then ? Does it 
not explain a thousand peculiarities remarkable 
in the daughter of Amophis ? Have I not seen 
the sadness of her countenance when our eyes 
encoimtered each other, a sadness which has 
even deepened the exquisite pensiveness which 
breathes its influence, not so much on the eye 
as on the heart, like the soft colouring of the 
sky, when expiring day has scarcely yet given 
way to darkness. Yes, Madris loves me, I read 
it in every gesture ; and thou art also loved by 
Fhalaros, beauteous princess ! I feel it in every 
wild thought, every throbbing pulse. But 
wherefore is she sad ? Because she knows she 
is given to another; truth in her cannot wear 
a mask ; her features are characters, her silence 
is eloquence, she is a gem enclosed in a, casket 
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of crystal^ and I will possess it at any risk; for 
I swear by Osiris^ that yonder priest, by di- 
milgiag the drcomstances that oppose them- 
sehres to my passion, did but defeat his own 
end, since difficulty does but increase my ar- 
dour, and confirm my resolution. Are the gold 
and aromatic gums of the south less precious 
to us because distance and toil must be sur- 
mounted in order to their possession ? Are 
the secrets of nature less inviting because they 
retire from our gaze beneath the veil of mystery ? 
No, we traverse either in person or in thought 
as well the etherial as the terrestrial plain; 
night and day alike pour their secrets into our 
souls, and we delight to extort from obscurity 
and silence the ravishing wonders of the earthly 
and the starry world. Shall I then abandon 
the pursuit of Madris^ of one whose counte- 
nance displays her affection for me more than 
the richest efiusions of language, the symphony 
of thought ? Who shall prescribe laws for the 
mind or resist the sympathies of nature ? Prin- 
cess^ thou shalt be mine. I will cross, for thee. 
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the sandy or the briny wavcst* ; I will become 
the rival, not only of a priest, but of a nation ; 
and endure anything rather than behold thee in 
another's arms." 

Phalaros, as he spoke, stamped on the 
ground, and drew his dagger, as if some foe 
were already about to dispute his last words, 
when he suddenly saw himself reflected in a 
mirrorf, and smiled at his own vehemence. 
At this moment he heard pipes at a distance, 
and going abroad, saw that the music pro- 
ceeded from a man of diminutive size, and per- 
fectly black : his hair was woolly, and his fea- 
tures by no means prepossessing, though there 
was in him an air of extraordinaiy intelligence 
% 
'').* The Band of the deserts is often so much agitated by 
th^ wind as to resemble the billows of ^e ocean^ and 
caravans have been swallowed up by the former^ no less 
than fleets by the latter. 

t The u^ of mirrors, made probably of polished metal> 
is extremely ancient ; the bride of Jason, in the Medea of 
Euripedes, when clad in the fatal dress and crown, is 
described, as looking at herself with delight in a mirror. 
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and penetraticm. He vras li^Uy dad, and 
carried a basket contaiomg serpents^ one of 
whieh was throwing itsdf into yarioi|8 attitudes 
to the* sound of a reed. The pectiliar ap* 
peotance ' of the stranger instantljr excited 
the ' curiosity of Phalacos^ and though he 
,^4Q^>aired of making himself understood^ he 
' -iP^iitCHred. to ask hitn,by the knowledge of what 
v|Dtidote it was- |bat he could dare to come in 
/ieolxtact with »te\ch terrible reptiles. To his 
, ^^[teat 'dg^ght,yf&^ black musician seemed to 
' comprehend ]ki<a/ and taldng his pipe from his 
' ;'fiuxUtiti white Jie^placed the serpent^ which be- 
'/bame instantty^ ^anquil^ in the basket^ he an- 
/ swered in .e&:^llent Egyptian^ and a yoice of 
V great sweetness; that he had no need of any 
anodyne^ a^ Ee possessed th^ means of extract* 
ing the poison that rendered them so formid- 
able. Many of the inhabitants of the district 
now assembled round tbteiti^ and the stranger 
began to exhibit his serpents^ which performed 
a variety of complicated- evolutions, apparently 
governed by the notes iotf. the pipe. Phalaros, 
to whom, every thing pf tiHis sort was perfectly 
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new, became anxious to hear the details of his 
art, and was just considering how he might 
best make his advances, when an attendant of 
Amophis pushed through the crowd, and in- 
formed him his presence would soon be re- 
quired by that monarch, who proposed to pass 
this last day (spent by the Egyptians in M$ ^ 
dominions) with peculiar festivity. The young. • 
warrior was thus interrupted; afid after heaiing -f] 
from the serpent dealer that he was not immedi* ] 
ately about to leave the Oasidy. and putting $£; 
piece of gold into his hand, he left him for the *• 
present, and in a short time went to the palace. ; 

As he traversed a windiiig path that led 
through a small grove to the royal gardens, he 
heard voices in an adjoining Fsdk, and soon 
perceived them ta 1?e those of ^Aiflophis, and 
his daughter, in -Conversation with the high 
priest of Ammon. • 

"To-morrow theit you leave us?" said the 
monarch, ^^but you will soon return and dispel 
the melancholy of Mhdris, who akeady con- 
templates your absence with sorrow." 

"I must indeed yisit Egypt, whiflier I am 
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summoned by the sacred call of religion; but 
mdination as well as duty, demand that my stay 
there should be as short as possible, and every 
day will appear to me too long till I again be- 
hold this hallowed retreat. And let not my 
princess torture herself with anxiety : it is true 
the desert is not exempt from peril, but there 
are few dangers insurmountable to courage and 
precaution ; two moons at farthest will suffice 
for my absence, nor shaQ our happiness be 
longer deferred." 

" Men say Egypt contains many curiosities," 
answered Madris ; " and I should be sorry any 
anxiety on my account should prevent you from 
examining them : for on the one hand, I know 
your taste for the works of art, and on the 
other, I can now look forward with less appre- 
hension to your journey, having discoursed 
much with some of the members of the Egyp- 
tian deputation, whose accounts have taught 
me that my imagination has -magnified the 
dangers, whilst it has overlooked the resources 
with which you will be surrounded. Do not 
then so hasten over the scenes before you, as 

M 3 
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to leave uninvestigated the rarities they may 
reveal^ since the mind of man^ like the honey 
sipping insect of spring, should quaff from the 
stream of knowledge wherever it appears." 

Their dialogue continued, though it was no 
longer audible to Phalaros, and he soon after 
joined his countrymen, who were by this time 
assembled with the king, his daughter, and the 
whole court. The various apartments of the 
regal mansion, not less than the extensive gar- 
dens by which it was surroimded, displayed the 
taste and magnificence of their possessor, and 
the astonished guests wandered with delight 
amid labyrinths of fragrance and shade, where 
the brilliance of day was succeeded by an arti- 
ficial twilight, through which were heard, at in- 
tervals, bursts of wild harmony, mingled with 
the sound of fountains that rushed from the 
bosom of grotesque rocks, and falling into ba- 
sins over innumerable odorous shrubs, diffused 
around them a dew that was changed into the 
essences of flowers. Yet Phalaros looked on 
these enchantments with an indifferent eye, or 
was only so far attracted by them, as they ap- 
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peared lUcciy to aUiurethe footsteps of Madris. 
He sought her alike m shade and sunshine^ in 
the crowded palace^ and solitary walk^ but all 
to no purpose ; the princesis was either invisi- 
ble, or if for a moment she appeared at a dis- 
tance, she was like die meteor of the marsh, 
which awakes fircHn darkness to mock the hope, 
and confirm the despair of the traveller. Yet, 
whenev^ chance thus brought her for an in- 
stant before him, she was always in the society 
of the priest of Ammon, her destined husband, 
a sight which made him tremble at the future, 
and doubt whether the bright picture (in the 
contemplation of which his fancy regaled itself) 
had not been sketched rather by passion than 
reason. During the banquet the same tmwel- 
come spectacle was presented to him, yet he 
was somewhat relieved by a glance from the 
princess, which, though momentary, was pecu- 
liarly expressive, and which seemed in his ima- 
gination, at least to forbid despair. Evening 
now approached, throwing its soft light over 
the magnificent scene, and Phalaros, who had 
brokec from the other guests, was surprised by 
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the sudden apparition of the dealer in serpents, 
who had been admitted by the order of Amophis 
for the sake of diversion. Ahnost breathless, 
the stranger rushed into his.presenoe, exclaim- 
ing in a low but emphatic voice : 

^^ Save me ! for though accused I am inno- 
cent. I was displaying my art to yonder 
assembly, when some one happening to irritate 
a large serpent, the animal sprang among them, 
and amid die consternation my basket was 
overthrown as I endeavoured to regain .the 
reptile 5 unspeakable confusion followed^ the 
women screamed, the serpents hissed, and 
one of them bit a certain princess in the hand. 
Though without venom, his teeth could fetch 
blood ; many daggers were instantly drawn for 
my destruction, and it was only by superior 
speed I was able to escape./* 

^^ I believe thee," said Phalaros; ^^ take that 
path and follow it through all its windings^ 
recollecting whenever it branches to keep the 
right, thou wilt soon be out of the garden and 
dose to my abode, enter it, and thou art in 
safety; — ^at midnight I will release thee." 
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The stranger replied only by a look, and 
darted from his sight. Phalaros was not, how- 
ever, long alone : a confused sound of footsteps 
and voices broke on- his ear, and a number of 
the courtiers presented themselves fiercely 
vociferating : 

"Where is the black impostor who has 
abused the hospitality of our king, and polluted 
our feast with the poison of hid abominable 
reptiles ? Let us pursue him, let us tear him 
in pieces !'* 

"What has happened?'* asked Phalaros in 
apparent amazement. 

"The princess Madris has been bitten by a 
SCTpent," was the repjy from several of the 
company, " and now lies pale and trembling on 
a couch, while her distracted father sucks the 
wound." 

^^ I saw her swoon," said one ;• *' she is by this 
time dead," cried another; ^^and the wretch 
still lives who bas darkened a day of festivity 
with funereal gloom!" 

"Alas! for the unhappy, the beauteous 
princess," exclaimed PhHlaros, "woe to her 
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black destroyer; he passed me even now^ and 
I was struck by the quickness^ with which he 
left me ; follow speedily in that direction^" he 
continued (pointing to a path directly opposite 
the one which the stranger had taken) ^I will 
hasten to the palace." 

His advice was obeyed^ and the diligence of 
the pursuers was exerted in vain. The young 
warrior was soon met by some Egyptians, who 
informed him that all danger was over/ and 
that the fears of the courtiers had added con- 
siderably to the eflFect produced on the prin- 
cess by the late accident. She had never 
swooned at all, and on the appUcation of 
certain remedies the blood had been easily 
staunched. They added that the serpents 
were, by this time, secured; an4 that all things 
had returned to order, though the cause of the 
confusion had eluded pursuit. On his part^ 
Amophis seemed anxious to obliterate from the 
minds of his guests all recollection of the late un- 
pleasant occurrence, and they were farther reas- 
sured, by again beholding his daughter, who ap- 
peared totally freefrom injury^nd apprehension. 
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The latter seemed now more inseparable 
than ever from Rhampses, and Phalaros CQtdd 
scarcely control his indignation, when he con- 
sidered how few were the hours that would 
intervene ere the assembly would be broken 
up. The various tokens, which he had hitherto 
imagined so many demon^j^tions of her 
affection for himself were no longer conclu- 
sive, or were construed into hypocrisy. Three 
times he resolved to break the chain that 
bound him, and fly that very night from the 
palace of the Oasis; and three times he was 
taught, by a painful though momentary revo- 
lution in his breast, that his rage was but a 
dream, and that his love only was real. 

He, however, still continued in the most 
agonizing suspense, when he suddenly saw a 
Lybian accosting the Ammonian pontiff, saying 
the king desired to confer with him and the 
Egyptian hierophant, concerning their intended 
journey. 

The summons was immediately obeyed, and 
Phalaros, seizing the opportunity, instantly 
presented himself to Madris in such a manner 
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as to preclude ey^ possibility of escape^ 
They were concealed from general observation 
within a deep recess, where the daughter of 
Amophis had been standing with her proposed 
consort, a concealment of which the young 
warrior hastened to avail himself, and the fol- 
lowing dialogue passed between them : — 

^^ Princess, you are indeed beautiful, and I 
once fondly imagined that your accomplish- 
ments would form my happiness. Let not my 
boldness offend you, since it is the last time I 
shall cross your path ; — take back this flower 
which your own hand plucked for me in 
yonder garden, on a certain evening, teeming 
alike with happiness and pain ; change to a 
frown the smile that accompanied the gift;, and 
say that those expressions and looks that 
planted in my heart the seeds of hope had no 
meaning. Before to-morrow's sun shall rise, 
I am gone; and though I may never be able 
to extinguish your memory, though the solitary 
plain, as well as the crowded and pillared hall 
will be haunted by your presence, I may 
perhaps find some consolation from the re- 
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flection^ that if Madrid is the roling star of a 
thousand hearts, she can yet bend to dis- 
simulation, and sport with those^ she has 
enslaved/' . •"/ 

''What madness is this, rash youth? I 
intreat, nay, I command you to control your- 
self, or instantly leave the palace and our 
happy Oasis too, if it must be so, rather than 
let us all on fire by your impetuosity. The 
serpent that sprang upon me not an hour since 
was gentleness, when compared with you. 
EnOw you not that art can sometimes elude, 
where violence would resist in vain ? AH that 
I have ever said, you may believe ; but be 
assured, young warrior, that if my father en- 
tertained the slightest suspicion of your sen- 
timents towards me, or, if I were to awaken 
the jealousy of yonder priest, the invitation . 
you have received to remain longer amongst 
us would be changed into a mandate for your 
instant departure. That, however, it seems 
would be needless, since, before sunrise, you 
will be gone, and for ever leave the beautiful 
dissembling Madris, who, on her part, though 
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she may not perhaps qtAte forget she has seen 
Phalaros^ may^ whenever she pleases, easily 
reoal his character by lookup on one of tiiose 
stars, which sometimes &11 at night, — a meteor, 
which, though less br^ht, is not less wayward 
than that Egyptian/' 

" Lovely, resistless Madris ! I will not fly— 
I will not leave thee : your words are arrows 
dipped in honey ; they heal the wounds they 
inflict : — pardon my impetuosity, and — " 

^I will not pardon you, Phalaros, unless 
you immediately quit this recess. My pontiff 
will soon return, and he must find me alone/' 

^^ I obey ; though many doubts yet remain 
unanswered. Forget not, princess, I love 
thee:^ — let the priest enjoy thy accents, and 
reserve thy heart for Phalaros/' 

^ What, must Madris then bend to dis- 
semble? But, be silent ; I will not, in mercy, 
ecmipel tiiiee to defend thyself/' 

The Egyptian lefl; her somewhat rdieved, and 
the conference with the monarch being ended, 
the Ammonian again sought the princess, and 
not long after the guests began to disperse. 
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The superior of the cmhassy once more 
asked Phataros^ as they were leaimig the 
palace, if his intention of remaining behind 
was unaltered, and the latter replying in the 
aflfanative, the Theban said:— ** Fail not to 
be present at the feast of Bubastis, since your 
absence then would make us all sad/' 

The warrior now thought of the imprisoned 
stranger, whom he foimd at hia^ abpde m a 
st^te of great alarm, and eager to know if he 
were still hotly pursued. 

The former, however, quieted his apprehen- 
sions, saying, the adventure was almost for- 
gotten, offering at the same time to conduct 
him by a sequestered path to the confines of 
the Oasis. 

The stranger joyfully assented, and when 
they reached the desert, he thus addressed the 
Egyptian :— 

*^Here, then, I am in safety; yet, before 
we lose sight of each other, and are again 
mingled in the mass of mankind, — ^while we 
yet stand 'on the verge of fertihty and barren- 
ness, tell me, how can I benefit iny preserver ? 
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We haye met for a moment, to part, perhaps 
for ever, eyen a» two doods^ the unwearied 
trayellers of the etherial plain^ are brought 
together by oontnury winds from an immear 
soraUe distance ; aiul when again separated^ 
rush on^ each pursuing its own wild career, 
never more to encounter one another. But 
why should the desires of gratitude be un- 
satisfied 2 Thou haply thinkest there is nothing 
in which a wanderer like me can assist thee. 
Listen, however, and thou mayest perhaps 
change thy opinion/' 

Phalaros was already much interested in 
his new. companion, the solemnity and em- 
phasis of whose manner irresistibly attracted 
his regard. He^ therefore, willingly acquiesced, 
proposing at the same time, that, for the sake 
of safety> they should proceed in the direction 
which the former intended to pursue. 

"Thy advice is excellent," he replied, " and 
as we walk thus at deep midnight, at a distance 
from the rest of mortals, I will disclose to thee 
and the free gale that fans the waste, a part of 
my history* 
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^^ Enow then, tiiat my name is Morad, and 
tiiat my country is a region* fiur to the south, 
where a river, like your own Nile in its 
general aspect, proudly advances towards the 
rising sun. Its banks are inhabited by my 
nation, a people of small stature, but ^ose 
minds delight to penetrate the secrets of 
nature. I was strongly impelled by tlus pro- 
pensity from my earliest chikfiiood, and my 
youth was passed in the investigation of those 
occult virtues which are latent in the veins of 
leaves, or sleep in the cups of flowers. Above 

* The region here spoken of is mentioned in the 
Euterpe of Herodotus^ chap. 31, etc.« where are detailed 
the adventures of some Nasamonians, who penetrated 
to the south, until at length guided by the natives, they 
arri'ved at a city standing on a considerable river. It is 
farther said, that the inhabitants of this region were 
Mack and of small stature, and that they taught the 
Nasamonians, who visited them, magic. The observations 
of Professor Heeren go far to prove that this river was 
the Niger or Joliba, and that the city founded upon it 
was the modem Tombuctoo. Its inhabitants were evident- 
ly negroes. — See the appendix to the second volume to 
Heeren's Reseiffches, • 
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all I studied the influence of music^ which I 
imagmed must be tibe most powerful agent for 
operating on the intelligences of animals,— rand 
experiment taught me that I was not mistaken. 
I discoTered that metre and melody, combined 
in song, produce the greatest effect on ina% 
because his intellect is gratified as well as his 
«ense ; while the less perfect beings are con- 
trolled by sounds alone. Yet these must not 
be indiscriminately employed: the vibrating 
string, and the well-tuned reed awaken each 
peculiar sympathies^ and there are cadences for 
every grade of intellect; there is a language, a 
strain for every heart tiiat throbs with the pulse 
of life. It is our want of observation which 
draws a veil over nature, and causes us to 
walk in obscurity, — abloom I have strenuously 
endeavoured to dispel^ and with some success, 
I can bend the wills of many of the lower 
animals, and have eUcited the energies of 
inanimate earth, and waving shrubs. 

*^ Again then, I ask, how can I benefit my 
preserver ? Shall I lay open the secret sources 
of treasure, where the inestimable stone lies in 
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darkness; or shall I reveal the medicinal uses 
of innumerable plants 7 Speak^and thou shalt 
know that Morad can be grateful/' 

^^My heart never kindled at the blaze of 
gems/' replied Phalaros^ ^^ nor shuddered at 
the consciousness of mortality. The estate of 
my fathers shall suffice my wants, and I have 
been taught of. late that life is already long 
enough to be the scene of many woes. But, 
if thou knowest any agent that can awaken 
love, and fix the chain of attraction between 
minds, reve^ to npie the precious discovery. 
I love the princess Madris, nor am I without 
hope, that she regards me with complacency ; 
yet I have a rival, and in him a thousand 
obstacles. Teach me, then^ to vanquish these 
difficulties; instruct me in the strains—arm 
jaae with the herb, whose potent tone and 
penetrating essence may enable me to call up 
in the human breast, affection and hatred 
agiunst any- object I shall choose; shew me 
tins power, and I will leave the golden mass, 
and the invaluable adamant in the darkness of 
their primeval rest/' 
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^^ Alas ! alas ! how imifonn is youth ; " 
answered Morad, ^' a gilded shadow wins its 
regard^ and allures its footstep; while the 
reality of happiness escapes its notice. The 
stream of life is naturally clear at its outset, 
and we then render it turbid from the sug- 
gestions of &ncy, — ^forgetting that, as we float 
along upon its sur&ce, the sunken rocks of 
disappointment^ and the shoals of age, wiU 
soon 'call forth our utmost skill. We weep 
for imaginary griefs, and refuse our smiles to 
real joy, reckless of the approach of that day 
when the picture shall cnange, and when all 
that is brightest and happiest shall be the 
dream of the past. Be persuaded by me, 
leave this Madris — ^this image of thine own 
creation. I will transport thee in a car, swift 
as the wind, to a distant region of the south, 
where, through caverns ghttering with crystal, 
I will lead thee beneath the beds of rolling 
rivers, and disclose the "wonders of nature, 
whose beauties clog not the eye, nor satiate 
the heart ; whose knowledge is the medicine 
of the soul, and whose joys are imsulUed by 
regret.*' 
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*^Thy words," said Phalaros, **have in- 
terest ; but they fail of conviction : that 
which appears to thee so visionary, seems, to 
me, as real as it is bright ; nor will I, for the 
sake of studying nature, abandon that which 
is her fairest work." 

'^ I might have anticipated thy reply, '* 
rejoined Morad ; " but it is well, and I return 
to thy enquiry as to my power of affecting 
the hunam heart. The cave which has been, 
for ages, the abode of darkness, and which 
has never echoed to the tread or voice of mor- 
tals, is not half so obscure or difficult to pene^ 
trate as the breast of man ; it is^ even to him- 
self, an inexplicable enigma : — ^no vapour, how-- 
ever subtle— no tone, however touching,— can 
enter its recesses, so as uniformly to bend its 
will ; — ^thought alone, — ^that viewless, sleepless 
agent, traverses its labyrinths and awakens the 
different passions which there reside. Yet, 
though I confess I cannot so far aid thee as 
to place the heart entirely at thy disposal, 
the resources of knowledge are still many, 
and, since I cannot induce thee to give over, 
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I will assist thee in obtaining thy object ; 
for my escape to-night is thy gift. Before 
sun-rise we shall arriye at a certain well; and^ 
if thou wilt aooompany me thither, I will con- 
duct thee from thence, without farther fisitigne, 
to a grotto known only to me; and, having 
there furnished thee with some useful powers, 
will place thee again within the reach of thy 
princess." • . 

The Egyptian agreed to the proposal, and, 
about an hour before the dawn, they came to 
the above mentioned spot, where Phalaros 
^beheld a chariot, of the. lightest and most ele- 
gant workmanship, standing by the. well al- 
ready noticed. The seat was formed of cane, 
covered with mats composed of an aromatic 
plant : its sides were decorated with plumes, 
and a screen of the same material insured pxj)- 
tection from the beams of the sun. Morad 
now drew, from a bag, a pipe of peculiar shape, 
from, which he poured a cadence at first ex* 
quisitely soft, swelling the tone by degrees, 
until the blast, though stiU sweet, seemed as 
if it might reach the farthest region of earth 



Digitized by V^jOOQIC 



THB INVASION OP BOYPT. 267 

or sea ; when it again died away into a dulcet 
murmur. 

At this moment, some animals appeared at 
a distance, and the next instant six ostriches, 
of the largest size, were seen striding over the 
waste towards the place they occupied. They 
seemed to recognize the African, and imrne^ 
diately suffered themselves to be attached to 
the car by a' yoke in which stability and light* 
ness were combined. The young warrior, 
who had looked on in astonishment, was in* 
vited by his companion to mount; and the 
latter, placing himself by his side, pronounced 
some words in his own language, when they 
rushed forward with a velocity which affected 
the Egyptian's respiration. He, however, re- 
covered himself, and discoursed to Morad, with 
wonder, on the triumph of his art, speaking 
with rapture of the ease and celerity of their 
motion. 

They swept over the desert in a south-west 
direction tiU sun-set, only stopping twice to 
refresh the ostriches, to whom Morad gave a 
certain compound moistened with water ; — a 
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food which seemed at once to banish fisitigae 
from the limbs^ and renerve the sinews of the 
birds. He mixed a portion of the same ali- 
ment with the provision of which they slightly 
partook, and which^ together with the car, they 
found at the welL 

^^ What ingredient is this," asked Phalaros, 
'^ that pom's, at once, such vigour into my 
frame, and those of the ostriches ; awakening 
the languid spirit, and changing weakness into 
strength ?'• 

'^ Grass firom the night-boiling fountain ; "* 
said his companion ; *^ a production that^ being 
dipped in the water at the moment of its great- 
est heat and convulsion, becomes impregnated 
with the virtue we have to-day seen exhibited. 



* There was. near the temple of Jnpiter Ammon, a 
spring, the water of which was cold at noon and boiling 
at midnight, being lukewarm early in the morning, and 
late in the evening as it advanced towards the extremes 
above mentioned; it was called the 'fountain of the 
sun/ and is described in the Melopomene of Herodotus, 
chap. 181. ^ 
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tt was in quest of this grass I made a visit 
to the Oasis where we met ; — ^a visit which so 
nearly cost me my life/' 

They travelled two days in the same man- 
ner, reposing, at night, on the mats belonging 
to the car, and, on the evening of the third, 
arrived at a lofty rock, which Morad declared 
the end of their journey. 

Both here dismounted; and the former 
strack three times on a large pla^ of metal 
that formed part of the furniture of the 
chariot, and which sent forth a sound harmo^ 
niousyet terrible* A pause of some mo- 
ments followed, when the signal was answered 
as from the heart of the rock ; and Phakros 
felt an undefined sensation of awe as the 
same sepulchral tones came heavily from with- 
in as if his wild companion had aroused, and 
was about to hold communication with the 
genius of solitude. 

These , thoughts were, however, soon dissi- 
pated ; for the apparently solid stone pre- 
sently opened, and two men, in every respect 
resembling Morad, except that their counte* 
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nances were less piercingly intelligent^ issued 
forth. They vere^ eTidently^ attendants and, 
having received the orders of the Aftiean, were 
immediately active about the chariot^ answer- 
ing^ at the same time^ various questions put to 
them by their patron. Morad and the Egyp- 
tian now entered a narrow portal, i^the 
attention of the latter was strongly arrest* 
ed by the peculiar aspect of this retreat* It 
seemed as if a fragment of a mountain had 
been torn asunder by some violent convulsion, 
so as to produce a valley of very contrac^;ed 
width, the sides of whidi rose abruptly to a 
vast height. Art or nature had availed itself 
of some ledges to deposit soil, here and there^ 
in each of the acdivities, where several climb- 
ing plants-M;he graceful, yet hardy children 
of the rock — appeared to draw vigour from 
sterility, while, in return, they caressed the 
crag which gave them life. 

This path led them to a second entrance 
into a spacious and lof)y cavern, apparently 
connected with another excavation of small- 
er size. The roof of the grand cave was 
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SO high that it seemed as if this too were the 
work of nature ; and day^ which was ahnost 
at its dose^ might be fiuntly seen through some 
fissures from above. Tliere was little artificial 
ornament in this grotto } yet numerous mats^ 
of exquisite workmanship^ promised a deli** 
cious. repo^e^ while several torches, composed 
of aromatic wood, diffused light and fragrance 
aroimd. 

" Thou art welcome tb my abode, " said 
Morad; ^^a place where I have passed the 
happiest hours of my life ; since it is amid 
the loneliness it affords I have prosecuted, 
with the greatest delight and success, my 
favourite researches. To-night we will rest, 
and to-morrow I will shew what of curiosity 
yet remains in my retreat/' 

The next day Morad displayed the various 
natural resources the spot contained; and, 
above all, pointed out a winding path which 
led from the bottom of the valley to the 
summit of the northern ridge ;«-for the in- 
dosed space ran from east to west, so that 
it was protected from the mid-day sun. 
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^ Shall we not ftscend yonder shelving way> 
that affords so easy an access to the top of 
that mountain ? " asked Phalaros. 

" Wc will defer it till night/' answered his 
companion, ^ that thou mayest behold, from 
that eminence^ the splendour of our sky.*' 

The Elgyptian readily agreed ; and^ waiting 
till an hour before midnight^ they began to 
ascend. The ever bending path was embel- 
lished by the verdure already noticed^ and^ 
here and there, fantastic forms of crystal — ^the 
spontaneous growth of the crag-gleamed in 
the moonlight, with their own pale and peculiar 
lustre. 

When they had half gained the summit, & 
noise of water was heard, and Morad directed 
the attention of Phalaros to a spring, that 
gushed from the rock on their right. 

" That fountain,'* he said, ^^ is never dry; 
but, falling firom steep to steep, every where 
diffuses coolness and moisture, and greatly 
contributes to the support of that vegetation 
which here smooths the frown of the preci- 
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pice ; let us, however, proceed to the sum- 
mit." ^ 

They, accordingly, continued their course ; 
and, on reaching the highest point of the ele- 
vation, Phalaros beheld, with astonishment, 
the scene that discovered itself. He saw 
that he was at an immense height above the 
level of the desert which lay extended beneath 
the moon-beams, rather in death than tran- 
quillity, whilst the stars shot their purest 
rays from heaven, unveiled by a single cloud. 
Morad observed the feelings of his companion, 
and having, for a short time, stood in silence, 
thus addressed him : — 

^^ Phalaros, thou hast now tasted two states 
of existence ; tell me then freely, which holds 
out to thy mind the stronger attractions ? Is 
it greater happiness to endeavour to become 
acquainted with the secret influences of eartl* 
and sky ; or mixing with the great herd of 
mankind, to make their pursuits our ovm, 
even as the flower which blooms and decays 
reckless and ignorant of the occult agency 

n3 
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which sofiltses its leaves with beauty^ and fiUn 
its cap with odoriferous breath ?'' 

^^ The pursuit of knowledge/' answered the 
I^gyptian^ **is probably the best occupation of 
solitude ; yet he who mixes with his species 
has the means, if he will employ them^ of 
benefitting humanity as much as the votary of 
retirement; I do not, however, condemn thy 
conduct, sinc^ perhaps we both follow the bent 
of our inclinations, at least as much as the 
dictates of duty. Fondness for research and 
indifference for society, incline thy choice 
to solitude; I love the princess Madris, and 
though I look with delight on yonder stars^ I 
gaze with far greater ecstacy on her eyes; 
but Madris lives among the haunts of men, 
and I must pursue her thither; had I seen 
thee one moon since, I might perhaps have 
abandoned cities for retirement; but -it is 
otherwise, and I must shortly prepare to 
quit the undivided study of nature, in order 
to seek her who is nature's queen/' 

"Be it so;" rejoined Morad, ^^I oppose 
not thy determination. We leave this place 
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to*morrow^ and I will conduct thee witliin 
reach of the Oasis/' 

In the meantime, Madris experienced the 
full torture of perplexity and undefined re- 
gret^ at the sudden disappearance of Fha- 
laros. That princess was the only daughter 
of Amophis i her mother died during her in- 
fancy, but the monarch had watched over 
her early years with incessant anxiety. Her 
disposition was of that happy mould that 
anticipates cultivation; and her quickness of 
apprehension made her acquire with facility 
the accomplishments of that age. Her heart 
was frank and affectionate, her ideas fluent, 
and her imagination lively; and when her 
delicate fingers rambled among the chords of 
the harp*, while her voice poured forth the 

• Stringed instramenta, and those of the most elegant 
form, were evidently in use among the ancient Egyptians; 
they are poartrayed on many of the painted reliefs which 
embellish the grottos.— -See Heeren's description of 
Thebes and its monuments ; it must not be forgotten that 
the Oasis here spoken of as containing the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon, is presumed to have been colonized from 
Egypt. 
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wild songs of her country, her countenance 
formed a lovely though voiceless echo to 
the sentiment, and it seemed as if her spirit 
was about to mingle with, and dissolve away in 
the exquisite tones that were its own crea- 
tion. Madris soon excited the regard of 
Rhampses, with whom the reader is already 
acquainted as the high priest of Ammon, and 
the hierophant appUed to her father for his 
consent to their alliance. Amophis, who 
highly respected the pontiff, readily agreed 
to connect his daughter with an individual 
little inferior in rank to himself. Nor did 
the possibility for a moment enter his mind 
of any opposition from Madris; while on 
the other hand, the priest contented with 
having obtained the approbation of the prince, 
trusted that his own high station would be 
sufficient to keep all rivals at a distance. 
He was moreover exceedingly vain of his 
personal attractions, and after he had thrown 
himself once or twice in her way, con- 
ceived that nothing could be wanting to 
ensure the attainment of his object when- 
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ever he should determine to carry his reso- 
lution into effect. He was however at the 
time we are speakihg of in no particular haste 
for the immediate solemnization of the mar- 
riage^ to which he was prompted^ at least 
as muoh by poUcy as affection. He there- 
fore indulged his taste for travelling, and 
took a journey westward, to the next Oasis, 
from whence having leisure, he went still far- 
ther in the same direction. From this tempo- 
rary absence he did not return, till just before 
the arrival of the Egyptian embassy, when he 
began to speak more seriously of consummat- 
ing his intended alliance. 

Amophis accordingly opened the subject to 
bis daughter, descanting much on the merits of 
Rhampses, and congratulating her that she 
was about thus to be connected with one 
in whom the most extensive influence, and 
the highest dignity were happily blended with 
virtue and prudence. 

The princess listened, in unfeigned surprise, 
to a proposal so unexpected ; for notwithstand- 
ing the very favourable idea the priest enter- 
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taiaed of his own accomplishments^ she had 
nerer particularly distinguished him^ much 
less felt towards him any peculiar regard. 
Hence she heard^ without assenting to the 
numerous encomiums pronounced on him by 
her father^ whose whole discourse sounded 
to her rather a description of a stranger^ 
tiian the portraiture of a well known origi* 
nal. She therefore replied she had no vivid 
recollection of Rhampses, but that his image 
certainly did not appear to her mind 
adorned by those graces with which her sire 
had invested it, and that at pisesent she 
felt not the slightest affection for the pon- 
tiff. Amophis was now astonished in his 
tum^ on meeting with coldness and oppo* 
sition^ where he had confidentiy expected 
ready compliance; he however judged it best 
to conceal his feelings^ and concluded his 
answer by expressing a hope that farther 
acquaintance would confirm his picture of '^the 
hierophant. Yet the countenance sometimes 
interprets the heart more faithfully than the 
tongue, and the princess read in the ei- 
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pression of his features a tale of disappoint- 
ment, and even displeasure* The monarchy 
on his party took an early opportunity of 
infQcming Bhanipses> that he must display 
more ardour if he meant to win the regard 
of Madris^ — adverting at the same time to 
the folly of youths which was more capti- 
vated with warmth oi manner and outward 
show, than real merit and dignity. The 
prince intended hy this admonition, to awaken 
the vigilance of tha priest, to whom he was 
really anxious that his daughter should be 
united; but his last words were injurious to 
the cause they were meant to advocate, 
since they wounded the vanity of Rhampses. 
The latter thanked his prince, without feeling 
gratitude, and hastened to pour his discon- 
tent into the ear of Gremzak, one of the 
subordinate priests of Ammon, with whom 
he lived in the strictest confidence. 

"Is it to be endured?" he said, "that I 
who occupy a station, at least as high as 
that of the monarch, am to encounter in 
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his daughter any thing but acquiescence ? 
Her father hinting at the samt time^ Hiat 
my external accompUshments are not suj£- 
dent to gain her affeption without the most, 
incessant attention ? Truly she is a peerless 
princess who thus receives the solicitations 
of one who engrosses the- highest honours 
of earthy and to whom the great divinity re- 
veals his decrees. But. I wiU shew her^ 
as well as the monarchy that . Khampses is 
not the sport of their caprice. Liet Amophis 
seek another alliance for his daughter^ and 
let Madris find a suitor whose graces ftiay 
render him more worthy than myself to 
obtain her regard." 

. Gremzak received this communication in 
the manner with which an inferior in rank, 
of an obsequious disposition^ listens to a 
powerful friend. He was not void of virtue, 
yet he habitually stooped to adulation, and 
having discovered the weak point of the high 
pontiff, availed himself of that knowledge to 
strengthen his influence. He now saw the 
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true cause of the anger of the priest, and 
strove to shape his answer to the inclina- 
tions of the latter* 

"I have heard you/* he said with asto- 
nishment, " and perceive that the natural 
ardour of. your temper makes you afflict 
yourself with imaginary evils. It is the part 
of friendship to guard you from this error, 
and dispel the .mist of prejudice, through 
which you .now contemplate our monarch 
and his daughter. Consider then, I entreat 
you, the various motives by which men are 
actuated, and then ask yourself, whether it 
is possible, that either the. prince or Madiis 
should mean to reject your alliance. No, 
Amophis respects you, and longs to behold 
his daughter the consort of Ammon's high 
priest. %It is the princess, believe me, who 
with the haughtiness that often, accompa- 
nies youth and beauty affects a difficulty of 
access, and feigns indifference, which in rea- 
lity she does not feel. Ask yonder mirror 
concerning your features, or bid echo dis- 
course of the harmony of your voice, and 
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then say whether Madris or her father can 
think you . deficient in external attractions* 
It is impossible^ since their faculties are all 
in full vigour. Go then^ prosecute your suit^ 
but though you do not abandon the prin- 
'cess^ shew that Rhampses^is of a lofty spirit, 
and all will be well/' 

The hierophant followed this advice; but 
the last words of Grenusak still sounded in his 
ears^ and he so strictly obeyed their import, that 
the princess, who was before only indifferent to 
him, was now somewhat disgusted by the affec- 
tation of superiority, evidently manifested by 
the pontiff; so that when her father, a few 
days after interrogated her as to what she 
thought oC Rhampsesy she still spoke with 
the greatest coolness on the subject, and 
caused the former some solicitude^ lest his 
fisivourite project should fail. 

Tet his desire on this point might have 
been accomplished, but for the oflGlciousness 
of an attendant, who overheard and re- 
ported to her mistress a conversation between 
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Bhaiapfles and Amophis. It was represented 
to Hie jMrinoess, that the king and pontiff had 
resolved that she should marry the latter 
without any cegard to her uninflu^iced choice^ 
and that the affair was akeady considered 
settled. There is something in the human 
breast which natoraUy revolts against re- 
straint, and Madris who had passed through 
ehHdhood^ and risen to early youth free as 
the gale that swept the surrounding desert^ 
could iU brook the thought of a union^ 
uot prompted by affection^ but brought about 
by violence or intrigue. In such a frame of 
mind it was no wonder that the arrival of 
the young and accomplished Fhalaros com- 
pletdy overthrew the pretensions of Rhamp-* 
8es> who could enter into no competition with 
the Egyptian warrior. 

It might have been well for the tranquillity 
of both, if the Ammonian pontiff had abandon- 
ed one, of whose love his own imprudence 
had conspired with accident to deprive him ; 
but he wanted either power or inclination to 
read the heart of the princess, and still pressed 
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his suit at the invitation of Amophis^ and thd 
encouragement of Gremzak. The distant be^ 
haviour of Madris towards him served rather 
to confirm than shake his resolution ; — either 
because he attributed it to an affected dignity 
that witheld the gift for a time only to render 
it more valuable or because the spirit of oppo- 
sition was aroused within him. He now had 
recourse to intrigue^ and it was insinuated to 
the monarch that he was trifling with the hap- 
piness, and perhaps provoking the enmity of 
the most powerful of his subjects, whose ex- 
alted statipn would always enable him either 
effectually to support or ahnost paralyze the 
efforts of the throne. It was, moreover, hint- 
ed that the supreme divinity could not fail to 
take the part of his most distinguished servant, 
whose injuries might be signally revenged on 
the person of his prince, and that oracles — the 
thunderbolts* of states — were ready to give 
efficacy to the wrath oT the mighty Ammon. 

• Nothing is more apparent, throughout the page 
of hUtory, than the vast Influence of oracles. Coun- 
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Amophis was virtuous 3 but he was also 
weak; and the terrors, thus presented to him, 
wrought incessantly on his mind, so that, at 
length, he plainly told his daughter that his 
and her own interest demanded her union 
with Rhampses, whose high dignity was 
best suited to such an alliance. He added, 
that she could not but esteem him; since 
merit like his must command admiration, and 
that this esteem woidd soon be converted into 
a yet warmer feeling ; and, finally, conjured 
ber not to oppose, from imaginary causes, a 

tries were colonized in pursuance of their mandates, — 
as, for instance^ Lybia; and, on the breaking out of 
ail great convulsions, the leading spirits often con- 
trolled their fellows, through the medium of the same 
engine. It was employed, by Themistocles, at the 
commencement of the Persian war; and the party by 
whom Xerxes was persuaded to invade Greece brought 
oracles to their aid. Crcesus consulted the Delphic 
shrine before he invadoid the realm of Persia; and 
the Lacedemonians were greatly supported by an ora- 
cle during the Peloponnesian war.-— See Herodotus and 
Thucvdides. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



286 TfiE INVASION OF BOYFT. 

plan of so much real advantage^ gently hint- 
ing, at the same time, that such an opposition 
would be vain. 

It was the third day after the arrival of the 
deputation from Egypt, when Madris listened 
to this declaration, — to which a voice from 
within whispered in low but decided dis- 
sonance ; she, howevea*, seemed not to (&s* 
B^it from her ihther ; and received the hiero- 
phant, when they next met, with more de- 
monstrations of regard. This conduct was 
prompted by a scheme she had formed of re- 
sisting, by dissimulation, rather than open 
force. 

The presence of Phakros had fixed her re- . 
solution, — ^if it had ever wavered ; she saw 
herself to be the object of thelatter's undivided 
attention, and, secretly rejoicing in this con- 
viction, yielded to the fascinations of the youth- 
ful warrior. She, however, determined to 
mask her feelings, an^^ accordingly made those 
advances above alluded to, which delighted 
both Amophis and Rhampses, who knew 
not she was secretly supported by the an- 
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ticqiation of tibe pontiff's speedy departure 
ivith the Egyptian embassy, which promised 
to put off, at least for a time, the contemplat- 
ed marriage. 

Such was the situation of the daughter of 
Amophis, and the reader is already acquainted 
with the influence she possessed over the 
actions of Phalaros. She had rejoiced, on the 
morning succeeding the banquet last described, 
on seeing the whole Egyptian assembly^eave 
the Oasis, acdompanied by Rhampses ; but, as 
evening approached, she became restless and 
anxious ; for, although Phalaros had been 
pressed by Amophis, as has been already no<- 
ticed, to prolong his stay, he appeared not at 
the palace. 

Madris followed each revolving hour with 
a sigh for the absent Egyptian, which her fa* 
ther imagined to be intended for Rhampses, 
and intreated her to bear with resignation the 
temporary absence of the hierophant ; — a 
counsiel which she readily followed. A 
second and third day passed, and the doubts of 
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the princess amounted to anguish^ when it was 
ascertained that Phalaros had indeed left 
the district^ though no one could give any 
intelligence as to the time or manner of his 
departure. 

" Surely," said the former to herself, " he 
cannot have abandoned me 5— my words were 
sufficiently indicative of my meaning, and had 
I even been mute, I know that these eyes 
revealed the secret. Did he not appear en- 
raptured as we stood together in yonder recess, 
on the night preceding my unhappiness ? Tet 
perhaps my speech, or still more, my conduct 
was ambiguous. I saw his impetuosity, and 
inflamed it by my actions : he has fled from 
my caprice, leaving me in loneliness to the 
torture of self-reproach. But wherefore should 
I thus condemn myself; and why are we 
thus prone to judge of conduct by its re- 
sult ? Events may sometimes overthrow the 
wisest calculations, or give a favorable issue 
to absurd management ; stiU must prudence 
and folly remain unchanged, nor will I consider 
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myself the author of what I now deplore, for 
having acted with caution with regard to 
Hialaros and Rhampses. 

*^ Had I behaved otherwise, the former 
would instantly have been banished the palace, 
and I should have hurried on a marriage 
which I now regard with horror, and which I 
have for the present deferred. I have, how- 
ever, been wise in vain : since, whatever con- 
duct I have pursued, I could but have lost, 
after all, the regard of the accomplished Egyp- 
tian. Rhampses will soon return ; but he shall 
never triumph over me by force or stratagem. 
Phalaros is gone, perhaps, for ever; but his 
image shaU be always present to my heart, 
like the fragrance of flowers, stiU pervading 
an apartment, no longer graced by their beau- 
tiful forms." 

Such were the reflections of Madris, as she 
paced that very saloon where she had met the 
young Egyptian for the last time,— -revolving 
various methods of eluding the solicitations of 
the high pontijflF. But her youthful spirit was 
unused to the touchof grief:— the night passed 

VOL.. II. o 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^90 THE INVASION OP EGYPT. 

without sleep^ and before tiie end of the next 
day, die incessant ravage of aiudoiis thought 
began to betray itself by paleness and kn- 
goxur. 

Her father observed the change in his daugh* 
ter ; but wh^a another deepless nighty joined to 
the anguish which was hourly increased by the 
absence of Phalaros, threw her at length into a 
high fever, the monarch trembled for the 
life of his child, and already imagined the 
palace converted into a sepulchre. 

The most skilful physicians were instantly 
summoned, and a messenger at the same time 
dispatched, by the advice of Gremzak, who 
was commanded to travel with t^e utmost 
speed, to overtake the Egyptian embassy, and 
inform Rhampses that if he did not return 
immediately he might never again behold the 
living Madrid, on whom his absence was work- 
ing like poison. 

The bearer of this news was a man of much 
observation and intelligence, aiid had, in con- 
sequence of these qualifications, always enjoyed 
great reputation, and some intimacy with his 
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patron Gremzak ; an opportunity had thus been 
ft&rded hun of becoming acquainted with 
affairs that were otherwise beyond his reach^ 
and possessing in a high degree the inquisitive- 
ness natural to those of his callings he had 
discovered both the desire of Rhampses to 
marry the daughter of Amophis^ and also her 
repugnance to this alliance. 

He was, moreover, often at the palace 
during the stay of the Egyptians at the O&sis ; 
nor had the evident passion of Phalaros for 
the princess escaped his penetration, though 
it had eluded the observation of the court 
He therefore heard his orders with astonish- 
ment, and they served him for a subject of 
thought as he pursued his journey. 

'*By Ammon," said he to himself, "our 
princess is a strange person, thus to pass from 
cold to heat, from indifference to wild affection. 
Have these Egyptians taught Rhampses any 
charm ? or has the bite of the serpent fright- 
ened away the wits of Madris, so as to make 
her really prefer a grave old pontiff to a young, 
handsome, and accomplished. warrior? Itcan- 
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not be; there are no such ^ligmas as this in 
the world ; the intellects of onr princess are 
safe^ and may Ammon keep them so ! It is 
Amophis,— it is Rhampses> — it is Gremzak^ 
whose minds are disordered, or they wonld 
never have been thus imposed on ; and I am 
deputed to traverse the desert, — ^the scene of 
unnumbered perils, — ^in order to be the bearer 
of all their nonsense. I would I knew where 
to find this runaway youth Phalaros, this locust 
who seizes on the hearts of the fairest women 
of our country, that I might tell him the true 
state of things, and bid him hasten like a man 
of decision, and boldly carry oflF the beautiful 
Madris, while the learned Rhampses pursues 
at leisure his researches in Egjrpt. No more 
medicines would then be mixed ; no more 
ointment prepared ; but the physicians and all 
their trash might find their way out of the 
nearest palace gate. Then would an immense 
reward be bestowed on me, and I would in- 
stantly give up this roving fife, and instead of 
always running after other people's business, in 
the quality of messenger, would mind my own; 
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fiut who can find Phalaros, who can catch the 
wind ? The reply is certain, and I must obey 
the order of Gremzak.'' 

He accordingly prosecuted hid journey with 
the utmost rapidity ; but the Egyptians had 
gained the start of several days; — a circumstance 
which the utmost activity on his part could 
not so far balance, as to enable him to reach 
them before, they arrived in their own country. 
In the meantime, the science of that age was 
in vain exhausted by the physicians of 
Uie Oasis in behalf of the princess ; their 
eflForts were fruitless: and in the ravings of 
delirium, her passionate expressions of rage 
and love directed towards Rhampses and Pha- 
laros respectively betrayed to her astonished 
father the real ground of her agony, and 
proved that the sickness under which she 
laboured was that of the mind. 

Enraged at this discovery Amophis gave 
orders that, if the young Egyptian were ever 
again seen within his territory, he should be 
instantly arrested ; — and a reward was offered to 
any one who should be able even to point out 
his retreat. 
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During these events, the individual thus 
pursued^ was still an inmate in the distant 
abode of Morad. He had, as above related, 
detennined to depart thence on the second 
day, after his arrival, had he not been detained 
by the African, who declared that the sky 
displayed such signs of wind, as rendered it 
worse than madness to enter into the desert* 
The Egyptian heard him with impatience, for 
he was already distracted with the thought of 
Madris, and bitterly reproached himself for 
having suffered curiosity, and tibe love of 
adventure, to allure him for a moment from 
her side. 

Morad, however, persisted in his opinion y 
and the fierce blast that soon swept across the 
waste, in which floated clouds of sand, scorched 
into fire by the solar Slaze, made Phalaros 
rejoice in the experience which had preserved 
him from rushing into imminent peril. It 
blew with more or less violence the whole 
day, which seemed an interminable age to the 
yoxmg Egyptian, who watched with delight the 
descent of the tardy sun. 

Morning again dawned, and the wind arose 
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with the light, announcing to Phalaros another 
day of suspense, and separation from Madris. 

Morad saw his anxiety, which he en- 
deayonred to palliate by observing, that &e 
blast might be soon expected to moderate; 
and that there was at least good ground to 
hope, that they might set out on the morrow. 
But human anticipation is often little more 
than conjecture. The third morning came, 
and the wind, though not entirely abated, had 
lost much of its force, so that the African 
yielded to the earnest entreaties of his guest, 
and agreed to commence their journey, if 
three hours' after sunrise the elements should 
be equally auspicious. 

The moment of determining at length ar- 
rived, and the Egyptian observed with the 
utmost satisfaction, that the' air was even less 
agitated than before, — and pressed their instant 
departure. Yet a fiery redness of the sky, 
still banished confidence firom the mind of 
Morad, and he insisted on awaiting the result 
of the token for some time longer, saying, he 
much dreaded the approach of that terrible 
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meteor,* which is bom in the midst of sterility 
and beneath whose influence all life languishes. 
His words fell like ice on the heart of Phalaros, 
who involimtarily connected his absence from 
the princess with calamity. He reflected that 
his affiection was opposed to the will of 
Amophis, and trembled lest it had been dis- 
covered, or lest any unforseen accident had 
prevented the departure of Rhampses. 

Harassed by these thoughts, he ascended the 
rock by the path already mentioned, and 
contemplated the elements from the highest 
point he could reach. The wind had now 
greatly subsided, but the atmosphere wore 
the same fierce glow, while the most intense 
heat, and a certain oppression, without an 
apparent cause, seemed to threaten nature 
with extinction. 

Unable at length to remain longer thus ex- 
posed, he descended from the extreme height, 
on which he had been standing, and had just 

• The simoon is here meant, — ^that deadly foe of the 
traveller in the desert* 
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placed himself beneath the shelter of a crag, 
when he heard a shout of terror from below, 
and looking in the direction, he saw the 
African making signals of extreme alarm, and 
heard him pronounce the words, " Press your 
mouth close to the rock,— the meteor !" 

This declaration recalled him to himself; yet 
his natural curiosity overcame every considera- 
tion, and, turning his eyes to the north-east, 
he saw the appearance of flame rushing south- 
wards, with a rapidity which scarcely allowed 
him to follow the direction of Morad, before 
he felt a blast of fire that seemed to penetrate 
every part of his body. The extreme vehe- 
mence of heat soon passed, but from the 
situation he occupied, he received a tremen- 
dous shock; his respiration became diflS-Cult, 
and a fainting fit ensued. He remained for 
some time insensible ; for he had imbibed 
much of the destructive influence of the 
meteor, and even, when at length, the torpor 
of his faculties yielded to some powerful 
restoratives, administered by the African, he 
was stiU oppressed by an overwhelming lassi- 

o 3 
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tade; nor was it till evening that the more 
alanning effects of the hot wind began to 
subside. 

A night, however, of repose greatly reco- 
vered him, and every thing now seeming 
favorable, they left the rock valley at sunrise^ 
and as the lofty crags (that surrounded a 
retreat sacred to tranquiUity and science), 
swiftly vanished from their sight, the Egyptian 
fixed his eyes on the fast retiring speck, and 
confessed by an involuntary sigh, that his 
memory still hovered around it with pleasure. 

But the image of Madris was soon para- 
mount in his breast, and though they were 
sweeping across the desert with a rapidity, 
little short of the swiftest flight, (whilst he 
felt a suspicion of the ftiture, which he vainly 
endeavoured to shake off,) the car appeared 
motionless : so intense was his desire to anni- 
hilate time and space, and arrive at once at the 
happiness or misery that awaited the end of 
his career. 

The third day now drew towards its close 
when they reached the fountain, near which 
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ihey had before found the chariot^ where they 
dismounted, and went on foot towards the 
Oasis^ guided as before by the stars, and tlie 
local knowledge of Morad, till they found 
th^[nselyes almost within the frontier of the 
district which they sought. 

^^ Here," said the African, " we must 
part; and most probably for ever. For how 
« should the ranger of the desert meet iiie in- 
habitant of the palace :— ^yet, as I wander in 
loneliness, I shall remember the being from 
the shores of the Nile, by whom my life was 
preserved. A shadowy form will seem tq 
accompany me when I am borne along the 
wilderness ; I shall sometimes stretch out my 
hand, obedient to the force of imagination, and 
the stillness of solitude shall be made vocal by 
the same power ; — ^my heart wiU be saddened 
by tiie recollection of the past, since the 
presence of one, like you, could not but 
increase the happiness of my retreat. Yet I 
have ever found that our greatest pleasures are 
those which are tinged with melancholy, nor 
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shall I wish, as I look towards the North Sea,* 
to expunge finom my breast the memory of 
Phalaros. And you, perhaps, when treading 
your own acacia groves, while the rising moon 
sofUy brings on the hour of shadows and 
dreams, will think sometimes of the stranger 
of the wild, who has felt deUght in opening to 
your eye some of those secrets — ^in the inves- 
tigation of which he has been successful. 

" Farewell, — may joy attend your path ; may 
you tears be few, and those like showers in 
the midst of heat, which only cool the fever of 
the heart, and keep in vigour the feelings 
which are the flowers of the human breast." 

Phalaros seized his hand with the most af- 
fectionate ardour, as he replied : ^^ How shall 
the string that you have set in motion cease 
to vibrate in my bosom ! the stars above, and 
the earth beneath must alike forbid me to 
forget the accomplished, the intellectual lover 
of nature; and as I listen to the rushing wind, 

* The Mediterranean would properly be denominated 
the North Sea, by an inhabitant of southern Africa. 
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I will think of him who^ like that pure ele- 
ment^ traverses space^ and penetrates in pur- 
suit of his object the most intricate recesses/* 

He ended, — and Morad again turned his 
steps towards the desert, whilst the Egyptian 
felt as though abandoned by some great celes- 
tial luminary, as he lost sight of the myste- 
rious, the gifted being, who had shed such a 
romantic glow over the last days of his exist- 
ence. 

It was now midnight, — and he hoped to 
enter the Oasis unobserved, and surprize the 
inmates of the palace the next morning, trust- 
ing he should be able satisfactorily to account 
for his absence. He was disappointed in his 
expectation : for before he had gone far, he 
encountered three men, one of whom carried a 
large torch, happening to be in pursuit of 
a robber, by whose outrages the district had 
lately been annoyed, and of whom they had 
that night received some intelligence. The 
sight of a person wandering alone, so near the 
confines at such an hour, instantiy arrested 
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their attention^ and in the hope of having 
discovered the object of th^ search^ they 
inunediately snrronnded the Egyptian^ 
asking him at the same time who he was. 
He answered that he was a traveller : — ^but 
this did not dissipate their suspicion ; and 
they insisted on detaiiiing him at least for the 
night. 

His entreaties and protestations were alike 
disregarded, and he was beginning to despair, 
when the Ught of the torch, falling more 
directly on the face of one of the three ; 
the former suddenly recognized him as an 
officer of the palace, and addressing him, ssdd : 
**Dost thou not know me? Examine these 
features, and tell thy associates I am no 
robber." 

The officer looked, and at the same moment 
exclaimed : " By Ammon ! it is Phalaros, the 
wretch who has made our king miserable, and 
driven our princess mad: let us seize him,^* 
he continued, laying hold of his dress as he 
spoke. 
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^' Yield, Egyptian !" cried the other two j 
" or at the sound of thy name, we will in- 
stantly assemble a host, each of whom will be 
eager to gain a vast reward by thy capture." 

The young warrior saw that his situation 
was critical, though he knew not precisely the 
meaning of what he heard, and resolving to 
escape, if possible, produced a box, filled with 
black powder, and threw some of the latter 
on the torch. A loud hiss ensued, and a dense 
vapour arose, which the breeze of the night 
blew into the faces of two of the party. 
The smoke was intolerably pungent, and 
the men having inhaled a large quantity 
of it, fell to the ground in the first stage 
of suffocation, whilst the officer, astonished 
at what he saw, went to the assistance of 
his companions, and Phalaros availed him- 
self of the general confusion to escape. The 
engine he had just employed was a preparation 
given him by Morad, which, when ignited, 
produced the effect above described on him 
who inhaled the vapour. 

Phalaros was soon again in the desert, and 
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after a moment's reflection^ considering he wontd 
probably be body pursued^ judged it best to 
rejoin the African, if indeed, he should be so 
fortunate as to overtake him, since his safety 
demanded that he should quit the neighbour- 
hood of the Oasis with speed. 

The desert immediately surrounding the 
latter district was not entirely without direc- 
tion marks composed of heaps of stone, and 
Phalaros having carefully observed them as 
well when the African fled after the adventure 
with the serpent, as on the evening before, 
and conjecturing that Morad would now take 
the same route he followed him as rapidly 
as he could, once more in the direction of 
the fbuntain. All his efforts would, however, 
have been fruitless, had it not been for the de- 
pression of spirits experienced by the African 
on leaving the young Egyptian,- which made 
the former slowly retrace his steps. Great 
indeed, was his surprise on hearing himself 
addressed by Phalaros, and that surprise was 
augmented by the recital of those adventures 
which now caused the latter to seek his aid. 
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Bt)th walked at a quick pace, lest the 
pursuit should commence before morning ; nor 
was their celerity in vain, for notwithstanding 
the lateness of the hour, a report that Phalaros 
had been seen, roused the activity of many of 
the Ammonians, parties of whom began to 
penetrate the desert in several directions, some 
from pity to their prince, and some from a 
craving desire of the reward. These last were 
particularly bold and active, and the Egyptian, 
who had baffled all the rest, narrowly escaped 
being taken by them. 

The sun was scarcely risen when he and 
his companion already sat in their light car ; 
and the Egyptian hearing a distant hum of 
voices, looked back and saw a troop armed 
with different weapons hastening towards the 
fountain. — " O speed we hence, Morad," he 
died, " yonder they come.'* 

At these words the African gave the signal ; 
the ostriches raised their towering necks, and 
the arrows vainly shot by some of the pursuers 
scarcely cleft the air with greater velocity than 
that with which the chariot hurried their in* 
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tended captive from the wonder struck Ammo- 
nians. Fhalaros and his companion pro- 
ceeded at first southwards^ but soon changing 
their course at the request of the former^ they 
travelled eastward, he having determined to 
revisit his country to arrange some plan for 
mitigating the resentment of Amophis, and if 
possible^ gain possession of his daughter. They 
continued their journey till they arrived within 
a day's distance of Egypt, when Morad told 
the Egyptian he could not approach nearer to 
the haunts of men, bidding him observe at. 
the same time, that he was now on the direct 
road to Thebes at which city he might easily 
arrive before the following evening. They 
once more accordingly took leave of each other 
as soon as the morning broke, and Phalaros, 
when he at length lost sight of one who had 
in his turn delivered him from extreme peril 
when the waving of the ostriches' wings was no 
longer visible, and the fluttering of the plumes 
jthat floated round the car was seen no more> 
sighed at the conviction that joys are scat- 
tered like islands over the sea of mortal life. 
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ti^Bt 9i wide space often lies between them, and 
that as we drive before the never shifting wind 
oftime^ we often but gain one bright speck 
by relinquishing another. 

He now turned his steps towards Thebes, 
and when noon arrived, sheltered himself from 
the extreme heat beneath a rude fabric of 
stone, constructed for the relief of travellers. 
The sun beginning to decline, he recom- 
menced his journey, and on the appearance 
of the Lybian mountains he could not 
help painfully contrasting his situation when 
he lefl mighty Thebes in the train of a splendid 
embassy with his present condition which was 
that of a fugitive who had incurred the dis- 
pleasure of a great prince; nay more, who 
was accused of having tampered with the 
health, and perhaps, the life of Madris. He 
was recalled from these reflections by the ap- 
proach of some one^ whom he presentiy re- 
cognized as the principal attendant of Gremzak, 
tiiough he could by no means account for 
seeing him in such a place. 

They soon encountered each other, when 
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the latter was equally astonished on per- 
ceiving Phalaros. He, however, formed his 
determination in a moment, and addressing 
the Egyptian, said : 

" I know not by what wonderful chance it 
is we have thus met; though I rejoice at the 
opportunity this circumstance affords me^ of 
relating some things of importance, of which 
you are, perhaps, ignorant. First then, I left 
the daughter of Amophis in^^a dangerous 
disorder : the hue and the vigour of 
youth have forsaken her, and a raging 
fever has changed her blood jnto a stream 
of fire. I see that my communication 
affects you, but hear me to the end. The 
disease of the princess was attributed to the 
absence of Rhampses, whom I was deputed 
to recal from Egypt; yet the same effect may 
sometimes arise from different causes, and 
unless I am now greatiy mistaken, it is for 
Phalaros, and not the priest of Ammon, that 
Madris pines. Yet, what are we but grains 
of sand tossed in the whirlwind of events ? I 
was despatched in pursuit of the pontiff, nor 
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would all my penetration of the mind of our 
princess have availed me any thing if I had 
met with Rhampses before encountering you. 
But it is otherwise, and I accordingly recom- 
mend you to return with me to the Oasis/ 
and examine for yourself the truth of my con- 
jecture, and the rather, because the present 
state of Egypt holds out no great inducement 
for going thither." 

^^ What do you tell me ?" replied Phalaros, 
^' What calamity has fallen on my country ?** 

*^ Know you not then," said the messenger, 
" that the tide of war has been poured from 
the south ; that the Egyptians resisted in 
vain, and that the fierce Sabaco now rules in 
Thebes?" 

*' I have then lived too long," answered the 
warrior ; *^ I wiU instantly revisit the valley 
of the Nile, whither I am summoned by the 
imperious call of duty. Accept this trifle," 
be continued, (putting into his hand a piece of 
gold of considerable value,) commend me, 
if possible, to your princess, and tell her that 
her Phalaros has of late been the sport 
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of chance^ but that should he ever extricate 
himself from the difficulties that stirround him^ 
he will hasten back to the desert, and endea* 
vour to overcome every obstacle that might 
still oppose the current of his affection." 

*' May you return to us with speed," said 
the messenger; "fori warn you that should 
Rhampses precede you in arriving at the 
Oasis, or should your courage cause you to fall 
a sacrifice in opposing an irresistible torrent, 
the voice of Madris will soon be hushed 
in death, if, indeed, she yet . survives ; 
since no herb can penetrate the world of 
thought, nor any balsam, however soothing, 
lull to rest the ravage of despair/* 

With these words, he departed ; while the 
Egyptian slowly continued his course towards 
the Lybian mountains, intending, as he was 
well acquainted with them, to pass their 
heights, and enter Thebes during the night. 
He accordingly refreshed himself with some 
provision and water given him by Morad, and 
began the ascent when the hour of darkness 
commenced. Weary and painful was the 
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passage of that barren region-— whilst a dark 
cloud hung over his dearest connections : his 
parents^ his sister Semria were, perhaps, the 
victims of war and violence. Yet some pow- 
erful impulse urged him forwards, and he 
traversed, with almost supernatural speed, 
rocks whose summits were devoted to eternal 
sterility, and in whose bosoms slept the relicts 
q£ mortality.* 

Night was half spent ere he began to descend 
the eastern side of the mountain, when he 
suddenly perceived a figure, almost hidden 
between two crags, and, approaching without 
bemg seen, enquired who he .was, and why he 
Aus consumed in vigils the time destined for 
mortal repose. The person thus accosted 
started, as if struck by an arrow, and exclaim- 
ed : — 

♦ The Lybian chain of mountains, which forms the 
western boundary of Egyptian Thebes, was every where 
hollowed out into sepulchres, some of which contained 
several magnificent chambers whose walls were adorned 
with scenes of domestic life,— See Heeren's description 
of Thebes and its monuments. 
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^ Am I then lost ? cannot even this wild 
and terrible solitude suffice to shield^ for a 
time^ the wretched Anysis.'^ 

With these words^ he turned his face, and 
Phalaros felt a thrill of indescribable grief 
when he looked upon the countenance of the 
monarch of Egypt^ exposed, at such an hoiuv- 
amid those dark inhospitable cntgs,— ^without 
a throne, — ^without shelter, — ^and without a 
friend. 

"I am thy subject, I am thy faithful Phalaros," 
were the only words the young warrior could 
utter, as, prostrating himself before the prince,, 
he seized his hand, and pressed it to his heart 
with the convulsive force of agony, while sobs 
alone broke the silence of night. 

" Why did I not expire beneath the in- 
fluence of the desert blast," he at length 
continued, " rather than survive to behold the 
woes of our king ? • But shall vengeance 
sleep ? Have the swords of our warriors 
lost their keenness, or the arms that wielded 
them their vigour ? Where is the soul of 
Sesostris.; where is my valiant father ?" 
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**^ Rise, noble yoTiA/' replied the monarch, 
•* and hear the calamities of our country, of 
which you seem, at least in part, to be ig- 
aorant. The southern Typhon* of Ethiopia 



• Typhon^ as has been Wore remarked in this work, 
was regarded ^^i the evil genius of Egypt ; — an idea for 
which Plodorus, the Sicilian, fully accounts in his first 
book, which contains an enquiry as to the Egyptian 
divinities ; for he there tells us that Osiris and his sister 
Isis* having greatly benefited Egypt by the arts they in- 
troducedy were lughly esteemed by their countrymen ; 
but that Typhon, rebelling against the king Osiris; (who 
was also his brother) slew him, signalizing this- action 
by peculiar atrocity, which, however, was revenged by 
Isls. Yet the success of Typhon could not obliterate 
his infamy, nor 4he calamities endured by Osiris banish 
from the minds of his subjects the memory of the be- 
asts they had received from him. He, as well as his 
destroyer, was immortalized; and it was an easy step to 
invest the former with the benign, and the latter with 
the destructive influences of nature, which were the first 
objects of idolatry. — See this subject fully treated of in the 
2d book of Warburton's ' Divine Legation,' where that pro- 
found and elegant writer explains the gradual debasement 
of idolatry from the celestial luminaries, and the powerful 

▼OL. II. " P 
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has invaded Egypt ; and a great battle^ whicli 
has caused me to deplore the flower of my 
soldiers^ has confirmed the subjugation of our 
land. Tou enquire concerning your faither, 
and I answer that the brave love not to survive 
defeat) and that the pitying gods often snatch 
the most virtuous firom coming woe." 

" Alas 1*' answered Phalaros, " how often 
do we blame the tardiness of time^ when we 
ought rather to desire a. total stagnation of 
that sleepless current; — ^how often, if the 
future were revealed to our view, would the 
present, with all its unhappiness, be converted 
into comparative joy ; and how eagerly should 
we cling to the grief, which before seemed in- 
tolerable^ rather than ^basten onwards to the 
scene of calamity that next awaits us. When 
the hospitality of a stranger sheltered me in 
the midst of the wilderness, I ptoted to escape 

agencies of the elements, to the bnite creation. And 
observe particnlariy that very curious fragment which 
he supposes to have been related to those Yrho were in- 
itiated into the greater mysteries. 
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from tranquillity, and eluded the fury of the 
desert blast. When I traversed the waste^ 
t¥ith winged speedy I seemed to rest motion- 
less on the plain, and longed to accelerate my 
care^, and to overleap the gulph on whose 
opposite shore I was doomed to weep by the 
toDQib of a father, and behold the fall of my 
prince. But thou art yet firee, great Anysis, 
and tiie fierce Sabaco may yet be taught, that 
he who conquers not the soul of an enemy 
may exchange a crown of victory for the garb of 
death. But my mother, and my sister Semrin, 
— ^are they also become the prey of the con- 
queror ?" 

^* They are, I trust, in safety," replied 
Anysis : " when our warriors assembled to re- 
sist the Ethiopians, they accompanied your 
great father to Thebes, and, after that disas- 
trous cGoiflict, they were protected by the high 
pontiff of Egypt who had, by that time, re- 
turned with the embassy of which he was 
head. To him were known tiie various reces- 
ses of our spacious temples, subterranean pas- 
sages, connected with which offered an im- 

p2 
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mediate refuge firom tyrannyr Rbampses^ tb^ 
chief priest £rom the -Oasis, shares their con* 
oealment. I have been separated from all ; 
for a thousand hostile eyes are Tigiknt for my 
capture or destruction. Tet a secret messen- 
ger has apprized me of that which I have^ just 
communicated to you; and, before sunrise, I 
am to descend to the Nile, where a boat wiU 
be prepared in which I shall embark, and, if 
possible, reach the marshes. Innumerable 
dangers surround me ; but lower Egypt is 
not yet in the hands of the foe, and I shall 
thus execute my purpose with more ease/' 

Phalaros was soniewhat relieved by what 
he had just heard, and immediately re- 
solved to follow, and share the fortunes of the 
monarch. At the time appointed they sought 
the river, where they found the boat, and, em- 
barking, rushed down the stream with the 
utmost rapidity, since the course of the water 
was seconded by a favourable breeze." 

The peculiar [food with which Morad had 
furnished the young Egyptian enabled them 
to pursue their voyage without interruption ; 
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8D that, keeping the centre of the current, they 
travelled day and night ; nor did they, for an 
"instant, relax their efforts, till they arrived 
in safety at the marshes^ of the Delta. At 
this point the relicts of the Egyptian warriors 
gradually assembled, imimated by the re-ap- 
pearance of their prince, and determined to 
maintain tiieir independence to the last; — a 
resolution greatly aided by the rampart which 
nature had drawn around them. Here also 



•The. extensive fens of lower Egypt fonned a pro- 
minent feature of the district called Delta> and oftea af- 
fbrded refuge, in times of political convulsion^ to the 
weaker party. — See the first hook of lliucydides, where, 
in his narration of the events which transpired between 
the Persian and Peloponnesian wars, he shows how 
Amyrtaeus, at that time king of the marshes, was able to 
make good his independence against the wealth and 
power of the east, the cause of which cu-cumstance was 
as he himself tells as, the extent of the fens, and the 
warlike disposition of the natives of that part of the 
country. Herodotus related that Anysis took refuge here 
from the invasion of Sabaco. — See the Euterpe, chap. 
137. 
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Fbalarof had the happiness of again em-* 
bmcing his mother and Semrin ; and, if their 
hearts were saddened by the recolkction of 
the woe they had endured, they were, perhaps, 
rendered still more alive to the raptures of 
affection ; since it is the day of stonn, and not 
of sunshine, that teaches the oak how indis* 
solnbly the ivy is bound around its trunk. 

The priest of Thebes, togetfa^ with Rhamp- 
ses, had aocompenied them to the marshes ; 
and Fhalaros was particularly struck with the 
behaviour of the latter. During the stay of 
the Egyptian embassy at the Oasis he had 
ever been cold and distant except towards the 
pontiff of Thebes, whereas he was now affable 
and courteous in the highest degree, especially 
towards the whole family of the warrior, to 
whom he spoke, with great regret, of the ne- 
cessity he was under of returning to his own 
country as soon as possible. FhaUuros answer- 
ed he was himself anxious to travel southward, 
and thought no better plan could be adopted 
than that he, Fhalaros, should assume the 
character of an embalmer, and that Bhampses 
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should seem to be Us attendant ^ and the 
scheme being readily agreed to by the latter^ 
arrangements were made for their speedy de- 
parture ; his psorent and Semrin were made ac- 
quainted with the real intention of the warrior ; 
though it was generally believed he meant to 
be a spy on the actions of the enemy, — so 
that his des^ met with no opposition. The 
last ev^ng at length came, when the following 
dialogue passed between Phalaros and his 
sister :*^^ 

^^ Why, Semrin, are you so sad at the idea 
of my journey ? The disguise I have chosen 
is imp3:ietrable ; and my project will, I trust, 
be sucoessful/' 

'^ Can Phalaros ask why I am sad ? will not 
to-morrow's sun behold your departure ? I 
know your love of adventure and the impe- 
tuosity with whidi you prosecute any resolu- 
tion, too well to entertam any hope of dis* 
suading you $ yet I cannot help wishing that, 
after so long an absence, you could be content- 
ed to remain with us, ii\stead of rushing into 
fresh and unknown dangers. The tears which 
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we have shed for our late griefs are yet 
scarcely dry ; — ^the carrion bird has yet scarcely 
finished his banquet on the bloody field that 
beheld the triumph of Sabaco : why should 
those tears flow again, and why must Egypt 
deplore the fall of another of her sons ? Be* 
sides I will be candid with you, since you 
have not concealed firom us your real motive 
for quitting the marshes, and confess that I 
love the noble Rhampses, and that, when 
imagination whispered that he returned my 
affection, I felt a sensation whidi you can, 
probably, estimate. Yet there is much am- 
biguity in his manner ; — often does his voice 
falter in the midst of an animated discourse, 
and he has more than once broken suddenly 
firom me in the midst of a deep and^ to me, 
delightful conference. He praises the lustre 
of my eyes; yet often shuns them; — in a 
word, he is a lovely enigma, who exercises 
over me a fascination I cannot resist." 

^^ Tou are indeed candid, Semrin, and you 
will, perhaps allow me to possess some pene- 
tration when I say I already guessed what you 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE INVASION OF EGYPT. 32 1 

have now revealed. You are not mistaken ; — I 
know that Rhampses loves you ; and^ if I 
have any talent in discerning what is to come, 
you will one day be united. To this, however, 
my departure is necessary; since I only can 
remove the impediment which opposes your 
happiness. To-morrow, then, I quit you for 
a time, under the assurance that, if our war- 
riors make good this retreat against the Ethio- 
pians, and I am not more unfortunate than 
the rest of mankind, we shall soon meet again, 
when the dreams of fancy shall be lost in the 
joy of reality.*' 

Such was the conversation of Phalaros and 
Semrin; — a conversation which confirmed the 
former in his intended plan, and seemed to 
him prophetic of his future life. Morning 
came, and the warrior commenced his journey, 
having greatly disguised his face, and distort- 
ed, by artificial means, the natural symmetry 
of his figure. 

He was accompanied by Rhampses, as his 
attendant, who carried a small bag, containing 

P 3 
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an tnstroment made of hard stone^* an iron 
vpoon of peculiar form, a syringe, and materials 
fpr sewing up bodies. Hialaros was provided 
with a small box, in which were deposited 
models of the three styles of embalming, and 
on the outside of which was written the fol- 
lowing inscription t— 

^' I am Phanis, the embahner, whose hand is 
guided by sdence, and whose fingers confer 

* The stone^ apoon, etc. were all used in embalm- 
ing. — See HerodotOB^ Euterpe, chap. 86. The models of 
the three styles of performing this process are dis- 
tinctly mentioned by the same author. This rite, 
with regard to the dead, is described by Diodorus 
Siculos as having originated at the death of Osiris. — 
See th^ first book of that ailthor. What Diodorus 
there says throws light on a dark intimation given 
by Herodotus with regard to the most costly mode 
of embahning; for he tells us that the Egyptians 
declared this mode of preparing the body to have 
been derived from one whose name he, Herodotus, 
would not mention on such a subject. Who this 
being was the historian of Sicily informs us.-— See 
above. 
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immortality. I am descended from one of the 
very embalmers who peifonned that office for 
Sesostris )* and such is the dexterity with 
which I operate^ that the eye of friendship 
may forget to weep over the dead.'' 

Thus equipped, the warrior and his com- 
panion proceeded southwards, avoiding all 
delay as much aa possible, in order to make up 
{{xx the time they might lose at Thebes, where 
tiiiey expected to have most need of their 
disguise^ Nor were they mistaken in their 
oalculations, for as soon as they arrived in 
upper Egypt, the sight of two travellers, jour- 
neying with such speed, began to exdte some 
notice among the Ethiopians, who were sta- 
tioned at different points .along the river, to 
giwd Qgainat any sudden insurrection in the 
*Tbebaid, It was whispered that two strangers 
were come from the north, where it was ru- 
moured that the king had taken refuge, and 

# Sesostris was the greatest of all the Egyptian kings^ 
which his name is said to import. Diodorus calls him 
Sesoosis. — See the first hook of that author. 



Digitized byLjOOQlC 



324 THB INVASION OF EGYPT. 

that the celerity of their movements might 
well be considered suspicious^ until at lengthy 
on arriving at the northern suburb of Thebes^ 
their farther progress was prohibited, and they 
were arrested by the officer deputed by Sabaoo 
to guard that district. 

It was in vain that Fhalaros protested 
against this detention, saying, a near con- 
nexion required his immediate presence, and 
that the utmost speed he could make, would 
he feared, be fruidess, as there was still 
a great distance to travel ;-*-the Ethiopians 
were inexorable ; the warrior, together with 
Rhampses, was conveyed to the abode of the 
above-mentioned officer, and the past rose 
painfuUy before the mind of the former, when 
he perceived, on reaching the mansion, it was 
the same which the high priest of Thebes had 
once occupied. 

They were soon introduced to the deputy of 
Sabaco, whose proud and warlike aspect struck 
terror into the heart of the Ammonian pontiff, 
whilst it assured the more subtle and coura- 
geous Phalaros, who read in the bold open 
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countenance of his judge, a character fitted 
rather for dheda of arms, than nice invest 
ligation. The latter, however, immediately 
ordered an interpreter to be summoned ; and 
began to interrogate the pretended PhaniSv 
Concfeming the object of his journey, whUe 
the attendants with difficulty suppressed 
their laughter at the strange figure of the 
Egyptian. 

In answer to the questions put to him, 
Phalaros said that he was travelhng to Ele- 
phantis^ to see a relation, who was, he feared, 
at the point of death; and for whom he 
ardently desired that no one, except himself, 
should perform the last office^ of embalming. 
The contents of the bag and box were next 
examined, which the interpreter pronounced to 
be indeed the proper instruments of an em- 
balmer ; beginning to explain what he had 
said by a long description of the Egyptian 
rites regarding the dead, when the Ethiopian, 
(who had for some time shown signs of 
weariness) stamped impatiently on the ground, 
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and cut short the discoune^ esdaiming : ^ I 
have heard enough^ <Nr rather too much of all 
tills; the men are evidently what they say 
they are> and truly^ at this time of war and 
bloodshed^ their precession must flourish : 
but as I have no wish immediately to make 
proof of their art in my own person^ I witt 
listen no more to your interminable story. 
Away with them from my presence; and^ for 
the future, let me not be troubled with such 
unmeaning afiairs. Tell yonder humpback, 
however^ that if he should be caught med* 
dling with any thing that does not con* 
cem him, he shall be shot without farther 
ceremony." 

This determination was fimd, and Phalaros 
and Rhampses waiting till darkness, crossed 
the Lybian mountains^ h&vmg exchanged what 
they had hitherto carried for a small stock of 
provision. 

When morning dawned^ they were already a 
considerable distance from Egypt, and they 
continued their journey with as much ex^ 
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pedition as possible, frequently encountering 
small parties, who were flying from the tyranny 
of Sabaco. 

As they proceeded, the warrior could not 
but observe the sadness of his companion, 
which seemed to increase in proportion to 
their distance from the valley of the Nile, 
whilst a secret appeared to be labouring in his 
breast which he desired, but wanted resolution 
to disclose. 

At length they approached the Oasis, and 
Khampses, overcoming the repugnance he felt, 
against discovering his thoughts, made the 
following declaration :— • 

^^ Why, Phalaros, should I disguise from 
you the subject of my reflections, which has, 
of late deprived me of rest, and converts a 
return to my native country into banishment/' 
'^ Impossible !" said the warrior, ^'have you 
not left a scene of turmoil for one of tran- 
quillity ? an oppressed for a fi'ee state ? Are 
you not about again to enjoy your own high 
honotirs ; and above aU, to behold once more 
the daughter of Amophis ? I, indeed, may 
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well talk of banishment, who am but an ad^ 
venturer, traTeOing to intreat from your prince 
protection for the unfortunate Anysis 5 should 
he indeed be happy enough to dude the obser- 
vation of the Ethiopians^ and escape across 
the desert ; unnumbered difficulties beset me, 
and innumerable accidents may prevent me 
for ever from re-visiting my revered parent, 
and my gentle Semrin/' 

At the name of Semrin, the colour of 
Rhampses for a moment deserted his coun- 
tenance^ yet he seemed to makei a strong 
effi^rt,' and replied:—" You say well, my 
friend : yet when we form a scheme of hap- 
piness for others, we must often fafl of success, 
since, until the labyrinth of the heart is 
opened to our view, we may easily withhold 
from them some ardent, though unrevealed 
wish,— or force on their acceptance some object 
for which they feel no desire. Thus you speak 
to me of Madris, whom I never really loved, 
and who is now become the foe of my tran- 
quillity ; for I have learned that the dictates 
of policy are not in every instance our guide 
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to peace^ and that the Toice of affection is 
more potent than that of interest. 

" Again, ypu describe Egypt as a scene of 
tormoi], and descant on the honours I am 
about to enjoy in my own country ; whereas a 
revolution has taken place in my breast, which 
laakes me regard the former as a delicious 
retreat, and the latter as worse than insipid. 
In a word, Phalaros, — ^when I beheld at Thebes 
your bright Semrin, — ^when I marked the 
fortitude and the exquisite benignity of her 
disposition which sustained the storm . that 
broke on her unhappy country, whilst it gentiy 
soothed or wiped away, the throb of agony, or 
the tear of fire that marked the distress of her 
nearest connexions, — ^when I saw her resign, 
without a sigh, all the distinctions of wealth 
to the grasp of the conqueror, I felt that all 
I had hitherto kno^^ of happiness, was more 
distant from the rapture my mind caught firom 
her, than is the grovelling life of the earth- 
bom worm from that of the painted insect, 
when it rushes forth from impotence and dark-> 
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litBB, to feed on the firagranoe, and soar amid 
the sunshine of spring. ^ 

'^ I remembered, indeed, I was to be united 
to Madiis,— -a reflection which diminished not 
my ardour by the difficulties it pointed out,— 
and I have finally resolved to unfold to my 

prince what I have now explained to you ; 

* 

and, if possible, put an end to the proposed 
connexion. I know not what will be tho 
result. May I, however, intreat your good 
offices in the prosecution of my plan ?" 

Phalaros had guessed the state of his com- 
panion's feelings, yet he listened with eostaoy 
to this frank avowal, and not only promised 
to aid hitn, but said he had a project of his 
;.own, which he would shortly explain, and 
which he thought might materially asnstfihe 
affidr in hand. 

Soon after this dialogue, they entered the 
Oasis, and it was agreed that Bhampses should 
conceal Phalaros in his own mansion, and go 
alone to the palace, in order to ascertain the^ 
present complexion of circumstances. 
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' On arriving there^ the pontiff was forcibly 
stnidc by tiie mdanchqly every where mani- 
fested within its walls : the monarch indeed 
heard with delight that the .priest of Ammon 
was returned^ whom he hastened to ji»oeive 
with the utmost courtesy, but the finger of 
care had traced on hia brow a tale of sorrow, 
which even the joy of again beholding the 
most noble and fdthful of his' subjects, could 
scarcely obliterate for a moment. 

In answer to the enquiries of the hie^ophant 
he described the deplorable state of his daugh- 
ter, adverting at the same time to the young 
Egyptian, for whom she appeared, he said, 
t6 have conceived an affection, and to whose 
arts he greatly im'puted her malady. 

*^I know not," he continued, "if I may 
ever hope to see consummated the happiness 
I om^ promised myself from your union with 
the priacess. Science exhausts itself in vain, 
or if it has any effect, I deeply tremble lest it 
should only be to prolong for a few painful 
days the life of my child. To-morrow I will 
introduce you to her apartment, that we may 
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weep together over the bending and blighted 
flower^ whose frsgruice was destined to be 
your own." 

Hhampses listened to his prince with great 
interest, for he really loved him^ and my- 
cerely pitied the declining heart-stricken Ma* 
dris/whom, however^ he still hoped again .to 
see in the vigour and vivacity of youth. This 
hope was somewhat shaken by the sight of her 
emaciated form ; .and the declaration of her 
physicians, that the vast lealm of nature con- 
tained no medicine of sufficient power to recal 
her to healthy confirmed the despair of the un- 
happy Amophis. 

Two days after this avowal^ it was intimated 
to the monarch that an individual^ who pro- 
fessed extraordinary skill in the healing art, 
craved permission to enter the palace^ he 
having heard of the disorder of the princess^ 
and being desirous of trying the efficacy of a 
certain very powerful specific. 

Amophis eagerly assented, — ^welcomed the 
stranger with transport, though his figure was 
mishapen^ and his general appearance by no 
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means prepossessing; and promised him an 
inestimable reward, if he shotdd be successful. 

.The new physician was shortly introduced 
to.Madris ; and having mixed a certain powder 
with water, he proceeded to administer it, at 
the same time whispering to the patient : 
^^ Console thyself, princess, since thy woes are 
at aA end : sleep to-night without care." 

The medicine thus employed by the pre- 
tended Phanis, had been given to him by 
Morad, who had pronounced it to be a recipe 
of extraordinary power, in removing debility. 
Yet the Egj^tian placed more confidence in 
the words that accompanied the draught than 
he would have done in any compound, how- 
ever precious ; — ^nor was he deceived in his 
anticipations. 

The princess indeed felt amdous to arrive 
at once at the full meaning of what she had 
just heard ; yet a general feeling of tranquillity 
'itnd a dawning of hope pervaded her mind, so 
as greatly to aid the salutary influence of the 
medicine. She was steeped for some hours in 

a soft and refreshing slumber^ and n the 
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monimg Amofim leoeiyttd like delightful in* 
telUgenoe' that Madrift \SbA passed a night 
of repose, and that her. Qotrntenaace abeady 
wore a hrighter .hue% 

The incomparable phyaician was immediately 
summoned by the miOBurch^ who inqaired how 
he oonld repKj the vast benefit which had 
already resulted frcmilus skiU. 

The Egyptian xeplied, that his cmly am- 
bition was to obtain the approbation and 
fietvour of the prince, fat whom he was now 
exerting his 'art, and only intreated he mi^ 
be allowed stiU to employ the knowledge he 
possessed in restoring to health the daughter 
of the greatest of pzinces. 

Amophis listened with astonishment to this 
declaration, and promising to regard him for 
ever with feelings of the deepest gratitude and 
the warmest firiendship, conducted him a 
second time to the apartment of Madris. 

The warrior beheld with ecstaey the &vorable 
change already eflfoded, and again mixing the 
same powder, presented it as before, whilst he 
gently whispered: ^^ Princess, thy Fhalaros stiH 
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laves thee I nor are his views opposed by 
Rhampses : be silent, and banish fear from thy 
bareast." 

The same happy eonsecpienoes were agaiii 
produced by the treatment of the new pliy* 
8ician>. Sleep again closed the eyes of the 
princess, and her mind was wra{q)ed in a sweet 
oblivion, ox listened in dreams (which were no 
longer the children of distemper) to the tales 
of new-born hope. 

The warrior pursued the same conduct for 
three more' days, accompanying each draught 
with words of consolatory import ; till, on the 
sisth morning, judging that liie mind and body 
of the patient were sufficiently restored, he ven- 
tured to explain that it was Phalaros himself, 
who, in quality of a physician, and in the 
disguise he then wore, had obtained < admission 
into the palace, and access to the presence of 
the queen of his affections, again recommend- 
.ing silence. 

The rose of health and the elasticity of 
youth at length returned to the cheek and 
frame of Madris, and her father now resolved 
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to. celebrate tdth extraordinary magnificence 
the birthday of his daughter, which happened 
to &11 at this period, and which had thus, as it 
were, a second time given her to his arms^ 

A solemn procession to the temple of Am- 
mon opened tiie morning ; and, when the 
monarch, attended by an immense retmne, 
returned to the palace, the approach of the 
physician, who had been the cause of all that 
happiness, was hailed by a shout of delight in 
the dulcet breath of innumerable instruments. 
Rich carpets were ^read beneath his feet, and 
while the praises of the healing art were sung 
by poets, the most costly perfumes, mingled 
with gold dust," were poured upon his person. 
In the midst of these rejoicings, the object of 
so much admiration suddenly stood still, and 
making a gesture of reverence, thus addressed 
the prince :— • 

'^ Great Amophis, we have met before; and 
if I have now the happiness of enjoying your 
confidence, I also remember with pain I have 
incurred your displeasure. Though I was 
unfortunate, I was innocent; yet, if I stil} 
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appear to you worthy of resentment^ I am 
ready to endure such an avowal, nor will I 
longer seek to avoid observation beneath a 
disguise which has already answered every 
purpose, by enabling me to restore the health 
of your beauteous daughter. Look on me, and 
behold Phalaros." 

He said^ and throwing off his disguise, 
stood forth as the Egyptian warrior in all the 
radiance and vigour of eariy youth, whilst the 
acclamations of all beholders evinced that 
eVery heart in that assembly glowed with 
admiration of him who had preserved the life 
of the lovely Madris. 

The pontiff of Ammon was particularly loud 
in his praise, and intreated his prince to remit 
his resentment against the Egyptian, repre- 
senting, that if the latter had once incurred 
his displeasure, he must have more than 
atoned for his error by the service he had just 
performed. 

Amophis, who had beheld the last scene 
with the greatest t^iise, was already sufr 
fidenll^ well incilin^d towards the restorer of 
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his daughter's healthy and on entering the 
palace^ replied to Rhampses, that since he 
(who was liie principal object supposed to 
have been injured by the warrior) consented, 
to overlook the offence/ it was impossible that 
any other breast could harbour feelings of 
hostility against one who had been the occa*- 
sion of so much felicity. 

This appeared to Bjhampses a fit opportunity 
for discovering to the monarch his real sen* 
timents with regard to his daughter^ and he 
therefore explained to him that he no longer 
desired to 'force the princess's affection^ with 
the real object of which he was acquainted^ 
and concluded by mentioning the connection 
he wished to form with the family of Phalaros^ 
representing that Egyptian as adorned with 
every qualification requisite in order to win 
and deserve the love of Madris^ and the appro- * 
balaon of the monarch. 

Amophis listened to the priest with satis- 
faction, for he had already been taught the 
impossibility of controSing the heart, and 
trembled at the recollection of die imminent 
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peril to which he had subjected his daughter, 

whilst he had endeavoured, (however inadver- ^ 

tently,) to contravene this law. 

He accordingly received Phsilaros into his 
confidence, and the union of Madris aiid the 
youthful warrior was solemnissed with great 
pomp. 

In the meantime, Egypt became more tran- 
quil, and the mother and sister of Fhalaros 
found no difficulty in reaching the Oasis of 
Ammon in the society of some of their most 
distinguished countrymen, where the happiness 
of Rhampses and Semrin was consummated. 



END. 
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